Card. W. J. Levada
Prefect

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

Implementation of canonical punishments for delinquencies against the faith

Your Eminence,

hereby we turn to You as the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and at the same time ask You to consult the question presented in this letter with His Holiness Benedict XVI.

The supreme law of the Church is the salvation of the immortal souls. Therefore it is self-evident that the primary mission of the Church is to protect the purity of faith leading to salvation. This faith and its foundations are being eroded by sins and heresies related to the First Commandment of the Decalogue and endangering the salvific faith in Jesus Christ. For this reason it is inevitable that the Church, regardless of the change of time and public opinion, should apply canonical punishments for these delinquencies against the faith. Though the canon law clearly lays down punishments for these delinquencies, the current state of the Church shows that these norms are not put into practice. What is the consequence? These canonical punishments have no curative effect because they lack application, i.e. infectious disease is not controlled. What should be done concretely? 
1) Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith should set clear criteria. The primary thing should be to point out what in various theological streams is contagious and what contradicts the sound doctrine of the Church. 

2) Each Bishops’ Conference should have a theological commission which would see to the purity of faith on the territory of the particular Bishops’ Conference. On the basis of competence and standards set by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith this commission should admonish and publish names of those who have fallen under the punishment of latae sententiae and stubbornly persist in heretical thinking. 
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