The significance of the document 
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith for our UGCC

Letter to the Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church

Your Excellency,

on 29th June 2007 Vatican issued a document in which it termed the Catholic Church “the one Church of Christ.” 

Quotation: “Christ established here on earth only one Church... and this one Church subsists in the Catholic Church”, reads the declaration. It then mentions that other Churches – the Orthodox Church and the Protestant communities – cannot aspire after this position. Vatican does admit that in other Christian Churches, especially in the Orthodox Church, there are “elements of truth present in them”; however, they have serious deficiencies – above all the fact that they do not accept the primacy of the Apostle Peter.

The document states that Christian communities which do not accept the Pope as the Successor of Peter cannot refer to the fact that their Church representatives are the successors of the apostles.
The present document emphasizes that the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) to this effect “neither changed nor intended to change the traditional doctrine on the Church”.

The declaration to a certain effect contains also is at the same time an accusation of those from among the clergy who interpret the conclusions of the Second Vatican Council as an admission of subsistence of the Church of Christ not only in the Catholic Church but also in other Christian confessions. Errors of this type are characterized by Vatican as wrong and unfounded. 
Reactions to this decree were negative with many Protestants. One has to add that every dialogue requires honest clarification of positions and terminology, i.e. of what each person imagines under a concrete term.

The document makes it accurate that Protestant Churches are not Churches in every sense of the word, in the way as is the Catholic Church only! They themselves confirm that their conception of the Church does not correspond to the Catholic one. The Evangelical declaration “Mystery and consecration” says that the conception of the Church as it is understood by Protestants is different from the conception confessed by Catholics.

It was necessary to call these differences by their proper names at last. The declaration is at the same time a new challenge to the true seeking of such unity which is built on conversion and truthfulness. Practical possibility of the so-called dialogue or ecumenism among Christians was ended by Anglicans and by some Protestant Churches.

In the main one can say that it was the very Anglicans who at the beginning of the new millenium dealt at the wasting ecumenism, in the form we knew it from the previous decades, “a blow of mercy”. For it must have been clear to everyone that episcopal consecration of women and even homosexual bishops definitely closed the door even to a hypothetic unification of the Christian Churches. In traditional Churches it would not even occur to anyone to unite with a Church which to the posts of bishops consecrates women or even such person who does not even conceal his homosexual conduct. 

Some Evangelical Churches have already stepped with enthusiasm onto the way of Anglicans towards the New Age by their proclamation of consent to homosexuality and to Church “marriages” of homosexuals.

On the contrary, the standpoint of the Catholic Church was favourably accepted by representatives of the Moscow Orthodox Patriarchate: “It is an honest declaration, far better than so-called Church diplomacy”, said Metropolitan Kyril for Radio Vatican and added that “thus we can see how much we are close to each other and how much we are divided”.
It is necessary to realize that the theories of “soprichastia” (intercomunio) with the Orthodox pronounced by Card. L. Husar are impossible from two aspects: partly because it clearly follows from this document acknowledged by the Pope Benedict XVI and partly owing to the standpoint of the Orthodox who in their official document write: “The true and original communion in the sacraments has nothing in common with the practice of so-called intercomunio.” In other words – according to them unity may be attained e.g. when our believer joins the Orthodox Church. However, for a Catholic this is an apostasy to schism and, unfortunately, Card. L. Husar is making towards this by troubling waters when the Greek Catholics have to be called in every liturgy that they are “pravoslavni” (i.e. Orthodox – members of the schismatic Church) but in fact they are not. This is dishonest not only towards us, the Greek Catholics, but also towards the Orthodox.

So the reaction to this encyclical in our conditions should be the following – to stop calling the Catholics “pravoslavni”. This will show who from among the bishops is really in unity with and obedience to the Holy Father and who is against him. It is a paradox to call us Catholics “pravoslavni” and at the same time to pretend that we are in unity with the Holy Father and in confirmation of this comedy even to invite him to visit Ukraine. 

Concerning the so-called “soprichastia” (intercomunio), Card. L. Husar publicly said: “Can there be some other source or acme of life which would surpass the Eucharist? If not, why then the liturgical communion (soprichastia) with the Orthodox is not permitted?” (Bishops’ Synod in Rome, 16th October 2005)
Card. L. Husar is thus pushing through a false theory that unity can be achieved when we start to celebrate the liturgy together with the Orthodox. This theory was definitively opposed by Moscow Orthodox Patriarchate (see statement by Metropolitan Kyril published on portal credo.ru on 17th November 2003).
Moreover, in the exhortation “Sacramentum Caritatis” (article 56) of 22nd February 2007 the Pope Benedict XVI shows that the official standpoint of the Church is contrary to the one of Card. L. Husar. The Holy Father declares: “The respect we owe to the sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood prevents us from making it a mere ‘means’ to be used indiscriminately in order to attain that unity. (172) ... There would be even less sense in actually concelebrating with ministers of Churches ... (which are) not in full communion with the Catholic Church... Everyone is obliged to observe these norms faithfully.”
From this it follows that the bishops of UGCC who will even henceforth promote the false theory of Card. L. Husar concerning “soprichastia” will thus publicly manifest that they are schismatics and heretics and therefore they should be withdrawn from their function.
Conclusion:

Let us not forget that the self-reflection of the Catholic Church as “the one Church of Christ” is in its substance based on the authentic old-Christian ecclesiology recognizing only one Church which according to her very own principle cannot be divided considering that her characteristic feature is the Eucharistic unity and the unity of faith and doctrine; whatever stands beyond this unity – excepting some emergency and specific situations – is put by this ecclesiology outside the Church of Christ.
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