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The liturgical reform after the Second Vatican Council had its substantiation. However, wouldn’t it have been more beneficial for the Church if the Council had dealt with the question of internal crisis in the Church, which was manifest already at that time, and if it had dealt with the need of new evangelization? What was the use of renewed Liturgy if we practically drove out the Holy Spirit from the Church and opened ourselves to the spirit of death? If the energy which the bishops, priests and religious exerted to accomplish the change of liturgical space had been devoted to the preaching of repentance and conversion, nowadays the Western Church could carry out an effective mission on the territories occupied by Hindus, Buddhists and Moslems. Instead, it is them who are carrying out their antimission on the so-called Christian territory. 
40 years ago the time was perhaps not yet ripe for the interior reform. The spirit of pharisaism, ritualism and legalism as well as academic orthodoxy were not able to make space for the spirit of repentance. Instead, another spirit came like a hurricane, the so-called spirit of the Council, which opened the door for the Protestant R. Bultmann, for the atheism of HCT and for syncretism. The Catholic Church obviously needed to go to the bottom so that we could recover from pride and triumphalism and start to perceive that we are poor indeed. It was necessary to realize that the Catholic Church with her human structures and mechanisms, by which she supplied the power of the Holy Spirit, is rotten and incapable of apologia and mission. Psychological mechanisms of ruling on the principle of military obedience and on the system of bureaucracy and power will themselves not ensure salvation and eternal life for anyone. These structures of power themselves will not bring anyone to conversion nor will they mediate them a living communion with Jesus. These structures were and are abused towards self-destruction through so-called obedience! But this is obedience to a mere man, at the cost of abandoning obedience to God and His Law!! This is false obedience which liquidates the Church. 
The reform of the liturgy was vital and useful but it was not the most crucial problem. Unfortunately, this reform drained all strength and detracted attention from the essence. However, this suited the spirit that usurped the rule inside the Church and now through spiritless managers is consummating the self-destruction of the Church. Nowadays in our Eastern Church instead of performing the most needful reform there is this false spirit again sheltering itself behind so-called purification of the rite. One does not deal with the most essential issue, which is the internal renewal of the Church, but excessively emphasizes the purification of rite and the catchphrases about “true-Eastern spirituality”. However, in reality this is not “true-Eastern” but “far-Eastern spirituality”, i.e. spirituality of New Age which encompasses all oriental religions. 
Folklore of ritualism without conversion and repentance was created with the blessing of Card. L. Husar by the Studite monks in Univ (Ukraine). At first glance it makes a strong external impression. However, if one wants to draw spiritual strength therefrom, one discovers that it is all artificial and leads neither to a true life nor to the true following of Christ. 
In the Slovak Republic a similar performer is especially Bishop M. Chautur CSsR who consciously nips any spiritual awakening in the very bud. On the other hand, however, he shelters all forms of occultism, liberalism and even homosexuality. For seminarists and priests he invents varied clothing, for example wide-sleeved cassocks, all kinds of fashionable capes, albs of blue, red and other colours etc. He devises all possible and impossible so as to destroy the spiritual renewal of the Church. He himself is garbed now all in red like a jester, now all in black like an Orthodox bishop. Instead of conversion and repentance the seminarists have just spiritless ritualism hammered in, which turns into a theatre and a show. Not even women in their natural vanity are able to invent such variety of ecclesiastical fashion. 

The Holy Father Benedict XVI said about Liturgy: “Liturgy is no show. It is not a spectacle which would need ingenious directors and talented actors.” (An Exclusive Interview On the State of the Church, 1984) 
However, a peerless show is produced by Bishop Šašík from Uzhgorod with his trained deacon. The deacon wears long hair in a ponytail, which is the image of the current worldly avant-garde fashion. Bishop Šašík likes to take him from one Church attraction to another so that he may perform his artistic stunts. This is really a deterrent example. It has nothing to do with the dignity and sacredness of the Holy Liturgy, nor with Eastern spirituality. The deacon shows off even in the Latin liturgy! This could be seen during the beatification in Ukraine in the presence of Card. T. Bertone. Though he could develop his creativity merely in reading the Epistle, he used some other situations for circling round the Cardinal and making various bows right and left. His performance seemed like one of a professional buffoon and compelled the people’s attention. Then he sat on an elevated seat, so one had a better view of him than of the Cardinal himself. 
During the episcopal consecration of M. Šašík in Nitra there was a real rodeo. The deacon trotted along with a censer, then at one moment he stopped short and with oscillatory movements started to cense the people and the icons making all kinds of bows and faces. This indeed was a show with the participation of ingenious directors and talented actors. When after the Gospel reading he finished his performance, he went out of the church, lit a cigarette and during the sermon he was standing there together with some seminarists telling one another jokes and laughing. Thereafter he quickly rushed into the church again and continued his performance – one shock after another. It is really disturbing and affronting and it introduces the spirit of the world into the Holy Liturgy. He performs this comedy not only in the diocese of Msgr. Šašík; the bishop shows him as a model in other dioceses, too, and that, in Slovakia and even before the priests of the Latin rite as a pattern of creativity in the Liturgy. We have to tell the Slovak Roman-Catholics not to have any inferiority complex or admire these godless performers. Their activity has nothing to do with the Eastern spirituality. Msgr. Chautur forces seminarists to do similar foolish things. Many of his priests swiftly run around with a censer and likewise disturb the Liturgy by their trotting and by abnormal and impetuous movements. Unfortunately, these probably can no longer perceive that they thus degrade the sacredness of the Holy Liturgy and give offence to the faithful present. 
The above-mentioned bishops along with Msgr. Babjak consider these eccentricities to be the reform of the Church and at the same time all three of them resist the true reform, the reform of spirit. We are not against the renewal or purification of the Liturgy, nor against the service of a deacon which is to emphasize the solemn atmosphere; however, there is a different spirit here. This spirit drives out the Holy Spirit from the Church and avoids repentance as the devil avoids holy water. Without true repentance Christianity nowadays turns into stale salt (cf. Mt 5:13). Without repentance noone will be saved, be it a religious or bishop or cardinal! Noone! Jesus is calling today: “Metanoite (transform your minds) and believe in the Gospel.” (Mk 1:15) 
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