Beginning of the reform of the Church –

institution of punishments for bishops and cardinals

Letter to His Holiness Benedict XVI. 

Your Holiness, 

we are turning to You in a very important but at the same time painful matter and that is the question of judgement and punishment of offences committed by cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church. The current canon law and practice in this matter are practically ineffective. On the contrary, an unwritten law and practice in the Church is nowadays a so-called punishment by promotion. A bishop who obviously commits some offence and provokes a public scandal, is withdrawn from his hitherto office, yet he is subsequently encharged with an even higher post, mostly one in the Roman Dicasteries, and thereby given even greater spiritual power to the detriment of the Church. 

It is known from practice that accusations against cardinals or bishops do not come to the Holy Father at all, and the tribunals of the Apostolic Signatura and the Roman Rota more often than not respond by silence. And once they are forced to judge, it has not happened yet that a subordinate would manage to achieve right or justice against a bishop! In relation to cardinals the Catholic believer cannot even admit a thought that they might do something evil to the detriment of the Church. However, the reality is different. There is a motto used: “Where the bishop is, there is the Church!” This statement is true, but what to do when the bishop or cardinal has non-Catholic opinions and publicly teaches heresies? When he e.g. propagates historic-critical theology in seminaries, when by his example and word he recommends occult practices, yoga meditations, zen meditations, when he recommends homoeopathy, acupuncture, reiki, considers all religions equally valuable as Christianity, does not believe in the existence of demons, does not believe in eternal perdition, denies Christ’s resurrection, upholds chardinism which supports the theory of evolution and reincarnation, when in the sacrament of confession and in spiritual guidance he propagates current psychological methods which are built on spiritism, magic, divination, impurity, perverted morals and practical unbelief in God? What to do when such bishop or cardinal is a homosexual (not only in the Roman-Catholic Church, but also in our Eastern Church there are several of them); what if he steals properties and conspicuously commits simony? What if all these sins are public and generally known? 

Your Holiness, in the book “Dialogues with V. Messori” You mentioned that after the Council there was almost an unwritten law that on the post of bishops can be appointed only such priests who are “open to the world”, that means who have the spirit of liberalism. But this means that throughout 40 years the key positions in the Church were being occupied by people who maybe have good will, but the majority of them are not able to lead people to a true conversion, to repentance and to following of Christ, and likewise these bishops are not able to defend their flock against wolves, on the contrary, they often turn into these wolves themselves. 

Today, 40 years after the Second Vatican Council bishops and cardinals can be divided into three groups:

1. those who promote heresies and moral laxism; 

2. diplomats and weak ones; 
3. bloodless martyrs – however, these are scarce. 

Within the late period above all thanks to Cardinal A. Casaroli and Card. A. Sodano there has been a caste-system (similar to the hinduist one) created in the Catholic Church. The highest caste is the so-called inviolables – i.e. cardinals and bishops. However, in the first centuries of the Church it was not so. Till the sixth century the practice was quite contrary! Bishops were punished more strictly than believers, since the sin of a bishop makes a greater harm to the Church than the sin of a priest or a common believer (see canons of the Eastern Churches).

If in the present a priest can be suspended or excommunicated according to CIC or CCEO, why a bishop or a cardinal should not be excommunicated or suspended for the same offence? Is the sin or offence committed by a bishop or a cardinal a sin or offence no longer? 

This hypocrisy of the Church hierarchy is a wound and a harm to the Church and a cause of mockery to all who are outside the Catholic Church but who are watching her critically. They laugh at us that for the so-called good of the Church and so-called holy obedience we believers have to shield and be silent on evident trespasses of our superiors and claim that they are not doing anything bad. Through this ostrich policy, by which the hierarchy is sheltered, the believers suffer much, they are scandalized and consequently they themselves fall into moral lapses and because of these sins and scandals from the side of the hierarchy many are leaving the Catholic Church. 

However, the biggest crime in front of God is the abuse of Church authority through the hierarchy, when a cardinal or a bishop is in God’s name preaching heresies, moral laxism, thereby scandalizing those little ones and leading them on a wrong way instead of defending the truths of faith and morals. Even if there are true and bold defenders of faith from among priests, religious or laymen, these are silenced in the name of holy obedience, and if they continue to defend Christ and His Gospel, through the episcopal authority they are punished and dismissed from their religious institutes or even from the Church. Under these conditions no true reform, nor spiritual awakening can rise in the Church!
Your Holiness, we ask You so much, do not be afraid to punish bishops and to withdraw unworthy cardinals, above all for the crimes of abuse of the Church authority and office because this sin borders on the sin against the Holy Spirit. 

Punishing the bishops and cardinals who commit such offences is a good for the Church as well as for them alone because it is the last chance of their salvation! The Lord Jesus had merciful words for all sinners, only for the caste of chief priests and scribes, who acted in the name of the authority of God, He had the most cutting words: “Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets and wise men: some of them you will kill and crucify…, that on you may come all the righteous blood…” (Mt 23:33-36) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither enter yourselves, nor do you allow those who would enter to go in.” (Mt 23:13-14)

Your Holiness, please, appoint a special tribunal under Your direct supervision, comprised of honest and just men who would receive accusations against cardinals and bishops and would have the authority to judge them justly and impose punishments not excluding suspension and major excommunication. 

St. Catherine of Siena, Doctor of the Church, says on this topic: “Woe, woe, that is why the members of Christ’s body are rotting off, because there is noone who would discipline and punish them.”
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