Interreligious dialogue

Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Most reverend fathers of the Church, 

we present to You an analysis of a critical view of so-called interreligious dialogue (IR dialogue). Today this dialogue has not only blocked the true mission, but, moreover, it has opened the door to an antimission inside the Church. In the present time the only and right solution is the following: to abolish the interreligious dialogue and to open the door for true reevangelization and mission.
Mission

First we have to realize that the Lord Jesus Christ did not exhort us to an interreligious dialogue with pagans and with the world but He commanded us to preach the Gospel. If Christians are obedient to this command and preach His Gospel without doubts or human philosophies, God always confirms this testimony to the truth and to the only way to salvation by wonders, signs as well as by casting out evil spirits, for the kingdom of God has come near. Why do the present-day theologians and hierarchy not have such experience? Because they do not preach the Gospel in fullness. Instead of preaching the Gospel and performing true mission Catholic theologians of the present days and major part of the hierarchy influenced by them promote IR dialogue. However, we are obliged to perform mission. In mission, the life of the missionary is at stake. Mission is connected with martyrdom and with a testimony in the power of the Holy Spirit, otherwise it would not be a mission. Behind the pagan religious systems is the spirit of lie and death. Mission can be compared to an action of a rescue team in a danger at sea. The rescuers cannot dialogue with the passengers of the sinking ship. They must expressly warn them of the critical state they are in and at the same time to mediate their salvation. This salvation for every man is only Jesus Christ; no one else. Who will reject this only God-given possibility of salvation will perish. Therefore we are obliged to preach the Gospel to pagans. The Lord Jesus says to Paul: “I send you to the Gentiles to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins by faith in Me” (Acts 26:18) and thus may be saved.

Antimission

The whole system of IR dialogue is based on lie:

1) One has to presume that pagans have an equally valuable way to salvation – and this is a lie.

2) One is not allowed to preach to them the Gospel in fullness and in power that they may be converted and saved – this is a crime.

3) One is not allowed to proclaim that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour – such standpoint, however, is a betrayal of Christ and the Church.

4) One has to claim that pagan practices and buddhist meditations enrich us – but this is a big deceit.

Disservice of IR dialogue

Not only that the mission is liquidated, but even religious themselves mediate a mission of buddhism into the very interior of the Church. They invite buddhist monks to their monasteries and make propagation for Christian believers to take part in their meditations. They are even ready to bring these buddhists to the Holy Father and then by photographies and misleading commentaries to evoke an impression as if the Holy Father blessed these syncretistic activities. 

Many Catholic religious along with the hierarchy thus become the most effective mediators of antimission in the very bosom of the Church. It is as if shepherds instead of searching for the lost sheep brought into the sheepfold wolves, which then tear the poor sheep to pieces in the very sheepfold of the Church. An example is the Xavierians in Italy who mediate the mission of buddhists. It is similar even with some Benedictines, Jesuits, Carmelites and other anti-religious.

Cardinal question

Who are we and who are pagans (concretely buddhists)? If we as Christians have been converted and received God’s Spirit in fullness, we are Jesus’ witnesses and we have His Spirit. What spirit do buddhists have? Do they have the Spirit of Christ? No, buddhists have neither the Spirit of God nor the life of God. They are spiritually dead, they have the spirit of death. A dialogue with buddhists can be compared to contact with man afflicted with a mortal infection. 

· If a liberal Catholic comes into such contact, one thing is that he will not help this buddhist and the other that through an open IR dialogue he himself will receive the infection of spiritual death, which he will subsequently bring into the Church (antimission).

· A missionary for whom the foundation, the centre and the peak of the preaching of salvation is Jesus Christ, the Son of God (cf. Evangelii nuntiandi, 27), will carry on no dialogue; quite the contrary, such missionary preaches Christ in the power of the Spirit, and the souls are “delivered” from the power of Satan (Acts 26:18) – they are saved. This is paid by suffering and many times even by a martyr’s death (see Japanese martyrs).

One has to see a diametrical difference between an antimissionary of IR dialogue and Christ’s missionary. The former becomes infected and transmits this infection into the bosom of the Church. The latter saves the souls from the mortal infection and thereby even from death.
We have to admit critically and truthfully that the crucial posts in the Church are not occupied by spiritual people who have received Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord. Therefore these non-converted people are propagating false spirituality and transmitting it to the key positions. What a paradox it is. Instead of being truly converted, receiving the Spirit of Christ in fullness and becoming Jesus’ witnesses – martyres, these religious and Church officials through so-called IR dialogue strike a deadly blow at the very heart of the Church. 

The fruit of IR dialogue: Buddha instead of Jesus 

The Church is deathly paralysed by the spirit of historic-critical theology (HCT) and by false respect for paganism. 

This spirit of paganism drives away the Holy Spirit from the Church. The major part of theologians instead of receiving the incarnate Truth – Jesus, receives Oriental philosophies. This apostasy from Christ to Buddha has two stages.

In the first stage the main part is played by HCT. The spirit of atheism is through this false formation in seminaries systematically poured into the souls of all priests and destroys the saving faith and the relation to the supernatural. The system of HCT takes away life and causes spiritual vacuum. In the second stage one then receives into this vacuum a “new spirituality” through so-called IR dialogue. And thus into the spiritual emptiness comes a new spirit of pagan religions which must not be discussed but must be received uncritically and with respect. No dialogue is admitted here. Here holds the dictates of the spirit of lie and death. In this way the seminaries liquidate the intending priests. It is a system leading to a mean and hidden self-murder inside the Church.
What is the attitude of St. Basil towards interreligious dialogue? “… ‘A little leaven leavens the whole lump.’ (1Cor 5:6) If such great harm is caused by a company of people who commit sin in the matters of morals, what then can we say about those who are soaked with false teachings about God?...” (20th rule) This attitude of St. Basil is identical with the attitude of the Scripture. The Word of God does in no place admit of any IR dialogue. The fruit of IR dialogue which Eve had with the serpent (dragon) in Paradise was loss of life – death (see Gen 3:19).

Biblical attitude towards pagans

Basic principles of the relation:

1) Who am I speaking to? Who is that person? What spirit does he have?

2) Why am I speaking to him (purpose)?

3) The manner of conversation.

ad 1) If I am speaking to a buddhist, I have to realize that he has a certain spirit. What spirit? A false one. He is skilled at distorting. He has no interest in knowing the truth; what he seeks is to cast doubt upon my truth about salvation. His aim is to blind me with ostensible human wisdom. However, this so-called wisdom is foolishness because it reckons neither with Christ’s cross nor with the basic truths expressed in Christianity. If a Christian comes into contact with a buddhist, it is not enough for him to have an orthodox teaching; he needs to have the Spirit, he needs to have God’s power.
ad 2) The Christian must have a clear aim, and this aim is one: to witness to Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit so that the one who hears may believe and be delivered from the power of darkness. So the aim is that the soul receives deliverance – salvation – which is only in Jesus. The Christian must briefly express the truth about Jesus and show the buddhist what he is to do in order to receive Jesus and be saved.
ad 3) It is necessary to know that this is a spiritual battle, that behind the person with the spirit of buddhism is the spirit of darkness. The Christian must not open himself to it. 

The Czech priest T. Halík, who promotes buddhism, gives norms of a so-called dialogue, which, however, are completely perverted. The Christian, he says, has to renounce the truth and accept that it is the buddhist who is true. It is similar as if we knew that in one glass there is poison and in another one there is pure water. If within the framework of dialogue we renounced the truth and drank the poison, we would die. The attitude of us Christians, who are the proprietors of the truth and have the responsibility to preach the Gospel and to save the souls, must be quite definite – biblical. It is necessary to realize that when a Christian dialogues with a buddhist, he dialogues with a person that has opened his mind and will to the spirit of lie and is a medium of this spirit. Unless this spirit, which he is a slave of, is overcome, such man cannot be convinced by anything. God’s power is there where I live with Jesus and have living experience with His Word and with Him Himself.

Today the IR dialogue substitutes the mission. The mission, however, has only one aim – to preach the Gospel to those who have not yet known Christ, so that they may be delivered from the power of the devil and thus obtain eternal life. Missionaries were ready to sacrifice even their lives for the sake of the testimony to Christ, in order to fulfil Christ’s command: “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel. He who believes will be saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:15) At the same time the promise of Christ was fulfilled on them: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

The World Youth Day with the Holy Father in Australia in 2008 has the following motto: “You shall be My witnesses.”

If only in this year 2008 one could truly evaluate at last the antibiblical activity of IR dialogue within the last three decades and point out the spiritual crimes and apostasy inside the Church which this dialogue has on its conscience. 

This antimission, or so-called IR dialogue, has double negative impact. Firstly it blocks and removes the preaching of Christ’s Gospel to pagans and secondly it turns Christians into pagans inside the Church. This is the hard reality which the adherents of IR dialogue do not want to see. Interreligious dialogue is in substance a betrayal of Christ and of the Church.
If a Christian comes into contact with a buddhist, he has to know well his own identity, he has to be rooted in Christ, and has to have His Spirit and His thirst after salvation of immortal souls. 

The substance of Christianity – Jesus and His Gospel

Christ’s Gospel points truthfully to the basic realities concerning human being, it points to the sense and aim of our life which is in receiving God’s – Jesus’ life here in this time, with the consummation in eternity. It points truthfully to evil and suffering that daily weigh heavily on man and at the same time it reveals their meaning, so man can through the faith in Christ connect his suffering with Jesus’ suffering and transform it by the spirit of repentance to his own sanctification and to the salvation of others. 

In our corrupted nature, in the so-called old man in us, there is egoism, which is spiritual blindness; it manifests itself by jealousness and envy. The old man always has a tendency to realize himself in careerism, to humble others, to dominate over them and to take revenge, and what is more, often in an inadequate manner. This egoism further manifests itself by merciless criticism of other people, by considering oneself better and by inability to admit one’s own errors. The old man masks them and if someone uncovers them, he blazes with hatred towards him.

The greatest problem is the question of guilt. Modern man suffers from depressions and does not know where they come from. Behind them, in the background, there is an indefinable feeling of guilt. This problem can be solved neither by Freud’s psychoanalysis nor by yoga or other meditation techniques. These, on the contrary, block and kill one’s conscience. The Gospel brings salvation and deliverance from spiritual slavery. It brings harmony into the heart of man, into the family and into the human society. The spirit of paganism and the sin in us disintegrate the individual, the families, degrade the society, bring about disharmony and raise enmity and wars.
Jesus came into this human misery to save us. From His love to us He shed His blood for the forgiveness of our sins.

However, the condition of salvation is one – by faith to receive Jesus as my Saviour. He gives true peace, peace that the world does not give (cf. Jn 14:27).

On the way of following Him, Jesus then delivers us from the slavery of sin. He gives us not only the life programme – the way, but He Himself is the Way and also the Truth and the Life (cf. Jn 14:6). Noone but He can say: “If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (Jn 8:36) Neither Marx nor Freud nor Buddha nor Dalai Lama nor any guru or master of zen can say this.

We, the Christians, have the Truth and the Life, even the eternal life. However, we so easily lose it, change it for false philosophical and pagan systems and get thus on the way to perdition. What foolishness of present-day apostatic Christianity! We could compare the Church to a family. The father of the family would start to invite to their house various ill people suffering from infectious diseases. For example he would invite someone who suffers from typhus, as a result of which the children would get infected; however, the father would then invite another one with a different kind of infection, which would lead up to the point that the children would be almost unable to breathe and would be slowly dying of these infectious diseases. This is the picture of interreligious dialogue. The ill do not suffer any harm in contact with the healthy children, but the children do. In the same way God’s children suffer harm from the present-day spiritual contamination inside the Church. Who bears the responsibility for it?

If we compare buddhism with Christ’s Gospel, the Gospel is life and buddhism death.

Comparative chart:

	Christianity
	Buddhism

	Worship of God

	It has personal God who created visible as well as spiritual (angels…) world. Christians can call God their Father and have a personal relation to Him.
	It does not worship personal God the Creator. Instead, it worships animals – e.g. beasts of prey – as gods.

	Sin

	It truthfully points to the reality of sin, to our corrupted nature and to the danger of dependence which is caused by sin.
	Does not admit the reality of sin. Does not distinguish between truth and lie, between good and evil.

	Conscience

	Christianity fully respects human conscience – God’s voice in us. And it also receives this God’s voice through the revealed Word of God.
	Through so-called koans, false enlightenments and false philosophies buddhism kills human conscience and reason that it is unable to know the truth.

	Longing for eternal happiness

	St. Augustine expresses this longing: “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in You.”
	It promises happiness through deceitful meditations and so-called nirvana. This, however, is a deceit and loss of God as well as of true and eternal happiness.

	Redemption

	“God gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16)
	Redemption is said to be the knowledge that all is one. This self-redemption is absurdity and a false way ending in hell.

	Love for man

	Jesus did not teach us to strike martial chops but to forgive our enemies and to love them. Love is crucified!
	Egoism is formed into cynicism, which is depicted in the ideal of beast and dragon. Behind these symbols is the spirit of hatred and death.


If we take a look concretely at buddhism, we find out that its teaching is but absurdities and fables contradictory to common sense and to normal natural order in the world. It does not even make a difference between good and evil, truth and lie. Their arguments do not have an objective rational foundation but are derived from subjective experience with false spirituality. 

On the contrary, Christianity and the Gospel is built on objective principles and is in consonance with human reason. It has a true look at both natural and spiritual order in the world. It properly discerns good and evil and has a sense of objective justice. 

Christians were and are obliged to do a mission and save souls from the way leading to perdition. This is the will of God, this is the peak of love for God and for the neighbour. 

Conclusion
Most reverend fathers of the Church, we have presented to You an analysis of the critical view of so-called interreligious dialogue. This dialogue has blocked the true mission and opened the door to an antimission inside the Church. Before God and before the whole Church we now declare: Historic-critical theology and interreligious dialogue are nowadays the greatest betrayal of Christ and His Mystical Body – the Church. Therefore the only right solution today is the following: to abolish the interreligious dialogue and to open the door for true reevangelization and mission. 

In Christ,

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 22nd November 2007
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