Announcement to the priests and believers of the UGCC

Invalid episcopal consecrations and clerical ordinations
The orthodox Catholic Bishops’ Synod of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) hereby announces to all believers of the UGCC that the consecration of Fr. J. Shevchuk of 7th April 2009 is invalid. 
Similarly, the consecration of Fr. J. Mіlyan of 18th June 2009 is invalid.
The named priests did not receive episcopal consecration but a curse. The reason is that a bishop who is a heretic (apostate) does not transmit the power of the Holy Spirit but a curse. 
St. Basil writes: “Heretical bishops are alien to God. Let those be accursed too who go over to them.” (Canons of the Eastern Churches, can. 37) 
We further announce to all believers: If whichever bishop of the apostatic (i.e. official) Synod of the UGCC ordains someone a priest, it likewise holds true that the concerned does not receive from him God’s power but a curse. The Divine Liturgies officiated by such ones as well as the Sacraments administered by them are invalid as these are not Christ’s priests. 
St. Basil writes: “We run away from the heretics as from godless people, pronouncing an anathema upon them. (see Gal 1:8) It seems that our truthful defence drives them insane and they are inventing yet bigger and heavier lies about us. As for the reasons why they ascribe to us all kinds of crimes – ask us ourselves.”

On authority of apostolic and prophetic office the orthodox Catholic Bishops’ Synod obliges by this letter all believers of the UGCC in conscience (see Mt 18:18) not to regard as a bishop or priest anyone who received consecration from a heretical bishop. 
The teaching of the Church is: A bishop who lives in grave sin administers Holy Orders or Episcopal consecration validly whereas a heretic (apostate) does so invalidly! And that makes a difference! 
In Christ,

bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC
+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Markian OSBM

+ Samuel OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 11th June 2009

Copies to: 

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Cardinal W. J. Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church 
· Patriarchs and Bishops of the Orthodox Churches
