His Holiness

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

RES: Legal action against the Congregation for the Oriental Churches concerning its crimes and ineffectiveness

Your Holiness, 

thereby we take legal action against the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (further COCh) which in the present does not serve the salvation of souls and the good of the Eastern Catholic Church (mainly the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church), and which in the name of the Holy Father and in his authority is doing what is not in accordance with his will and his programme and with the teaching of the Church.

We propose the abolishment of COCh!

Reason: If the activity of COCh is in direct contradiction with the teaching of the Gospel and with the Spirit of Christ, if it is the working-field of a different spirit than the Spirit of Christ and if its aim is the contrary of bloom and protection of the Church, then there is no reason for it to exist!

COCh came into existence not until the XX. century, so if for such a long time it had not existed, it need not exist even today.

Concrete activities and crimes of COCh to the detriment of the Church:

1) In 1990 our Church in Ukraine got out of illegality. Immediately after it became free, this martyrish Church was systematically liquidated through COCh. 

In 1992 under the patronage of COCh Fr. I. Datsko (USA) and sr. Dia Stasiuk (USA) began to introduce “a reform” of the religious order of the active sisters of OSBM. Ukrainian sisters of OSBM, who throughout 40 years in catacombs kept faithful to Christ, were in the name of obedience to the Apostolic See (COCh) radically re-educated in the spirit of liberalism and New Age. About 60 sisters stood up against this liquidation policy. Their aim was to preserve the true faith, a living relation to Christ – the worship of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus – and those religious practices which brought life. The sisters were firmly backed and supported by the then fathers of OSBM; however, COCh in the name of the Divine authority, authority of the Holy Father, issued a decree which obliged the sisters to submit to the liberal spirit. In the churches a letter was read by which the sisters were defamed. The religious journals wrote about them as about disobedient and all were warned against any contact with them. 

The then OSBM fathers (Bishop S. Dmyterko OSBM, too) stepped back before the authority of the so-called Holy Father (but the Holy Father knew nothing about it) and the sisters were liquidated. 

2) In 1996 against the canon law and against the will of the Bishops’ Synod the suspended Bishop L. Husar was promoted to the post of Head of UGCC. This crime against the martyrish Church was committed under direct participation of the Prefect of COCh Card. A. Silvestrini. These two radical and forcible encroachments installed a system and structure of gradual and planned liquidation of UGCC “in the name of the Holy Father”.

3) COCh was obliged to stand up against the Balamand conclusions which practically represent the liquidation of our martyrish Church; nevertheless, COCh welcomed them with delight and has been realizing them until the present day. 

4) COCh takes the full responsibility for and direct participation in the consecration of several unworthy bishops in Ukraine. Your Holiness, during the time of Your pontificate the episcopal consecration in UGCC was administered to a priest who supports the teaching of Teilhard de Chardin and theology of liberation, next to a priest who was publicly known to have an illegitimate child and to live a scandalous life, other newly consecrated bishops have the spirit of schism and the spirit of the New Age. All new bishops call the UGCC faithful “pravoslavnyj (Orthodox)”, i.e. members of the Orthodox schismatic Church.

5) COCh supports and actively participates in the process constructed against us – five religious of OSBM – without any observance of the norms of law and without any evidence of guilt. COCh consciously shelters a criminal defamation and dismissal and cooperates in it. 

In order to beat down the truth and to disguise its crime, it sent its Visitator with a dubious decree, who allowed neither the presence of our canonist nor a protocol of that visitation.  

We began to defend ourselves against this unjust constructed process and thereby we revealed this whole liquidation system which takes rank with the totalitarian systems. The explicit crime of justice which we have pointed at is the dismissal of Fr. Cyril Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM. Fr. Cyril was forced by the General Superior in the name of holy obedience to commit perjury. This was consciously supported and approved by COCh! 

6) Contemplative sisters of the monastery of St. Elias the Prophet, Lviv – Bryukhovychi (Ukraine), who defended their identity against the liquidation policy of the General Superior of the sisters of active life OSBM (sr. Alphonsa Danovych), were likewise by COCh through falsification of documents and through intrigues exposed to a liquidation process against which they appealed to You, Your Holiness. 

The General Superior OSBM claims a right that the monastery of contemplative sisters, which was founded as an autonomous monastery sui juris by the Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi, allegedly is subordinated to her. In this way the General Superior OSBM has been acting for several years and for all that time she has been supported in those intrigues by COCh. Under the influence of the General Superior A. Danovych the COCh even issued a false decree dated 16th December 2005 in which COCh manipulated with information and falsified the data. 

7) As a consequence of the present-day existence of COCh a comical situation arose in UGCC. We  have a Popess! (Sr. Alphonsa Danovych, who by way of personal acquaintances and intrigues controls and manipulates COCh!) 

8) COCh takes the main guilt for the liquidation of the contemplative monastery on the pontifical territory in Albano (2005) (Monastery of St. Basil the Great). 

Conclusion:

Your Holiness, the spirit that rules in COCh is the spirit of antichrist which is slowly and systematically liquidating all that is living in the Eastern Church. Therefore we propose abolishment of COCh and punishment of those employees who take direct responsibility for its activity. 

We propose that the building which is the seat of COCh (Via della Conciliazione 34) should be used for a contemplative monastery and, if need be, for papal archives, too. 

With devotion 

Your religious, 

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

12th November 2006, Pidhirtsi

(the day of St. Josaphat – martyr for the Union)

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine
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