A letter of the Orthodox Bishop John

Most Reverend Bishops,
I am also anxious about the situation that arose in the UGCC owing to the standpoints of the one that leads it. For in the eyes of a common believer, whether an Orthodox, Catholic or Greek-Catholic one, the stain falls upon whole Church hierarchy of all Eastern Churches. I fully endorse Your accusations against the Cardinal (L. Husar) for his non-Christian statements (heresies). 
The only thing I do not agree with is the assertion that the Virgin Mary was conceived immaculately. The Orthodox doctrine teaches us, that she was conceived without sin, without carnality but in the human way. Not by the Holy Spirit but by man...
In the love of Christ,
Bishop John
The Eparchy of Chercassy (Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate)
20th May 2008
Reply:
Most Reverend Brother Bishop,

thank You for Your sincere letter. We are glad that You really perceive the substance of Christianity and of the saving faith. We are glad that You have at heart the current crisis of the Christian life in Ukraine, and especially that of the hierarchy. 
Concerning the Immaculate Conception, in all likelihood there arose a misunderstanding. By the expression Immaculate Conception the Catholic Church does not mean that the Virgin Mary did not have the physical father, but it understands it in such way that in the moment of her conception she was preserved by the power of God from all stain of original sin (the sin of Adam) and its consequences (corrupted nature and inclination to evil).
In Christ, 

Bishops of the UGCC

+ Samuel Oberhauser

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 26th May 2008

