Archbishop coadjutor of the Latin Church

Miecislaus Mokrzycki

Lvov

Your Excellency,

before the arrival of the State Secretary of Vatican in Ukraine we visited You twice and asked You as the main organizer to mediate for us at least a short meeting with Cardinal Bertone. You displayed a most cordial interest. We personally handed You a booklet, too, wherein we had pointed out the heresies of Card. L. Husar from his well-known book. We reminded of our episcopal consecrations in extraordinary conditions and our expectation of the Holy Father’s blessing. On the day of arrival, Friday 23rd May 2008, we wanted at least to transmit to Card. Bertone a confidential letter. Before 5 pm we arrived at the building of the Metropolitanate. Two of us went to the Polish cathedral church where they handed You the letter addressed to Cardinal T. Bertone. Two of us stayed at the Metropolitanate. Before long an officer of secret police appeared and said that the administration of the Latin Church did not desire us to stand there. We explained our reason. At 7:15 pm Card. Bertone arrived; however, we were surrounded by about 10 men of secret police, so the Cardinal could hardly see us and therefore he could not react to us in any way. 

On the following day the beatification of the Polish religious sister took place. When we entered the area for priests (sacristy), in no time two of Your priests-organizers approached us and announced that the police asked us to leave the area. Soon afterwards the police came, but these referred to the representatives of the Latin Church. When we asked for an explanation, one of the organizing priests gave us a written affirmation that the leadership of the Roman-Catholic Church forbade us to concelebrate with Card. Bertone. At the instance of the Latin archbishopric the police did not even allow us to attend the celebration like other lay participants. They told us to leave and so under escort of about 10 members of secret police we left the area of park. The police explained to us with bewilderment that they had been told that we would cause disturbance and therefore the Latin (Polish) Church asked them to lead us out. 

Your Excellency, we sincerely turned to You because we supposed that what both we and You have at heart is Christ and the spiritual renewal of Ukraine, and that was also the reason for our request for a meeting with Cardinal Bertone. Instead of mediating this meeting You sent secret police. Your act is similar to Herod joining Pilate. Why did You not simply tell us: “Cardinal Husar and his people, who defend the Cardinal’s heresies, bring great pressure to bear against you so as to prevent Your meeting with Cardinal Bertone. I do not have the courage to uphold you against this pressure.” Instead, You sent secret police. We forgive You this meanness. 

We remind that Card. L. Husar likewise turned to secret police in recent days. On 26th May 2008, while Card. T. Bertone was still in Ukraine, all organs of police as well as the leadership of the Regional Council in Lvov received an order to deport us. The document clearly states the reason: “at the instance of Card. L. Husar”.
Your Excellency, You are a Pole. For some time You were a secretary to the Pope John Paul II. We appreciate his valiant fight for the right to life of unborn children. As for this he should now really be quickly beatified and canonized. However, You are certainly well acquainted with two public letters of ours addressed to the Holy Father, to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints and brought to the notice of all bishops of the Catholic Church. In these letters we asked that the process of beatification should be stopped, particularly by reason of a still unclarified question of the so-called prayers and meetings in Assisi with the representatives of the pagan religions. These meetings have been interpreted as the Pope’s gesture expressing the attitude that all religions are equal. However, this is haeresis maxima!
The next pain is that in 2001 the Polish Church enforced their Polish cardinal to Lvov. That was very insensitive towards us, the Greek-Catholics, and towards the Ukrainians in general. All could feel that one promoted here just the benefit of the Polish nationality to the detriment of the good of the Church. Neighbouring Slovakia likewise has the question of nationality open concerning Hungarian minority. The Slovak bishops, nevertheless, did not permit there a Hungarian bishop and a Hungarian diocese because it would not be of benefit to the believers but it would be abused for the national policy. To demand that there be a Hungarian cardinal appointed there for the Hungarian minority would be considered supreme manifestation of chauvinism. When at his time the Lord will call to Himself Cardinal Jaworski, who is of advanced age, it by no means is a matter of course that there must be the next cardinal appointed for the Polish minority in Ukraine. 
From painful experience with You we have to state that Your concern is neither the true spiritual renewal in the Latin Church nor the renewal of the spiritual life of Ukrainians. You are an excellent manager but a bad apostle and a bad witness to our Lord Jesus Christ. Like brothers we sincerely expected You to stand up for Christ and for the suffering Church. You, however, united with the heretical Cardinal Husar and then You jointly – in one spirit – turned to Pilate (the secret police). If only this loss in the test God has put You in were a standstill for You and an opportunity for true repentance. If only the professional manager and Church official turned into a true disciple, shepherd and witness to Jesus. We forgive You everything and bless You.
In Christ,

the bishops of the UGCC

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 27th May 2008

P.S.: We ask: Did You transmit our letter to Card. T. Bertone as You promised?

Copies: 

· Card. Tarcisio Bertone, State Secretary of Vatican

· Bishops in Ukraine (Latin, Greek, Orthodox)
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