Letter to Bishop M. Koltun

Bishop Mykhail Koltun

Sokal-Zhovkva eparchy

Your Excellency,

on 17th September 2008 at a press conference in Lvov (St. George’s Hill) You promulgated an invalid court decision about our alleged excommunication, although You were well aware that You were thus committing a crime!

· You knew that on 9th September 2008, in compliance with the CCEO norms, we appealed against an unjust verdict, and therefore the force of the decree of the court of appeal is ceased.

· You knew that we were prevented from defence, and therefore acc. to can. 1303 §1 pt.7 CCEO the court decision is invalid.

· You knew that the Tribunal of the Sokal-Zhovkva eparchy was not competent to try us (see can. 417 CCEO), since we are monks of a religious order of pontifical right, and therefore the verdict of this court of first instance is invalid (see can. 1303 §1 pt.1).
· You knew that all that of which we convicted L. Husar before the Holy Father is only a small part of the painful truth about him and about the crisis in the UGCC he caused.

· You knew too that what we do we do out of obedience to Christ and to our conscience as well as for the good of the Church, and that the Holy Father by his silence protects and approves both us and our activity.
· You even knew that taking into consideration our human relation to You we consciously did not reveal Your numerous personal offences against the faith and above all against the moral laws, which make You absolutely unworthy not only of being a bishop but of calling Yourself a Christian in general.

And in spite of that all, counter to Your conscience, counter to the truth, counter to the norms of CCEO and counter to humanity, You gave this incomprehensible verdict of judicial moral murder! You did not condemn us but Christ! We ask: Why did You consciously stand against Christ and His Gospel? How shall You stand God’s Judgement?
Your Excellency, the same day that You did it, two people died in the car accident You were involved in. Supposing You had died in this accident, what would Your eternity have been like? 

As regards the set-up trial, You should have said honestly: “I am not competent to judge such a serious matter concerning cardinals, bishops and the crisis in the Church. I pass the whole matter on to the Holy Father for global and just treatment!” This You were obliged to do even according to the norms of the canon law (can. 417, can. 1060 §1 CCEO).

Your Excellency, we have already got used to defamation, hatred and injustice; however, what You have done will finally rebound on You and unfortunately on the Church as well which You have discredited in the eyes of many. We will continue fighting for the sake of Christ, for this is our duty. We will continue defending the faith and God’s laws! We are ready for the sake of Christ and His Gospel to be killed not only morally but even physically.

Your Excellency, by this letter God is apparently giving You the last chance.

In Christ, 

+ Metoděj, OSBM

+ Markian, OSBM

+ Eliáš, OSBM

+ Samuel

Pidhirtsi, 21st September 2008 
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