To Bishops of SR

Your Excellencies,
we are turning to You with two problems, namely, homoeopathy and hypnosis which draw down a curse upon the Slovak Church. Both practices open the soul in a special way to the powers of darkness and enslave it. You as shepherds of souls have in the first place the responsibility for an orthodox teaching, i.e. for the faith and morals. 
The faithful wait for Your clear word and in the present situation Your silence represents Your consent to both of these methods which are directed against the First Commandment of the Decalogue.

On the feast of Sts. Cyril and Methodius on 5th July 1996 You issued a confused declaration which the believers comprehended in such way that the bishops of the Slovak Republic (SR) had approved propagation and application of homoeopathy. Until this day the Bishops’ Conference has not repented adequately of this public heresy and grave offence caused to the entire Christian world. 

In 2006 the Church in SR conferred a degree of ThD on the psychiatrist Max Kašparů for his doctoral thesis in which he promotes hypnosis as a pastoral method.
Therefore on 19th October 2006 we wrote an open letter to Archbishop A. Tkáč and to the President of KBS (Conference of the Bishops of Slovakia) Bishop F. Tondra, who take the full responsibility for the conferment of the degree, and called them to adequate repentance.
Instead of repentance M. Kašparů carries out spiritual retreats for priests and religious in Slovakia and his activities are advertised in the Catholic press!

Briefly on hypnosis: Whether hypnosis is used in occultism or in medicine (or in pastoral work), it is always a grave sin against the first God’s commandment. Such is also the official standpoint of the Orthodox Church today. In Ukraine, moreover, hypnosis is prohibited even by the state laws! Unfortunately, the Greek-Catholic bishop L. Hučko, who is in charge of the Ukrainian believers in the Czech Republic, gave Max Kašparů scope for performing his occult activity. He is fully responsible for it.
The practice of hypnosis, which has always been closely connected with magic, divination and spiritism, contradicts Christ’s Spirit, God’s Word as well as the Tradition.

The priest who has fully opened himself to the Spirit of Christ is really “alter Christos”. By contrast the priest who through hypnosis has opened himself to another spirit is really “alter antichristos”.

We hereby call upon every bishop personally to realize his responsibility before God as well as before the Church. If the KBS leadership boycotts repentance, the bishops in their dioceses should themselves say a clear word against occultism in a pastoral letter and concretely term homoeopathy and hypnosis a grave sin against the First Commandment.

Dear brothers in episcopal service, this is Your responsibility which You will answer for not only before God but before the faithful too.
In Christ,

members of the standing Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC

+ Samuel

+ Markian OSBM

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 8th December 2008
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