To Bishops of the Society of St. Pius X
Dear Excellencies,

on 21st January 2009 the Holy Father Benedict XVI cancelled Your excommunication which had been pronounced against You by Pope John Paul II. Every well-informed Christian knew that this excommunication was a grave injustice against You who stood as the only opposition to the heretical stream in the Catholic Church which was hiding behind the alleged spirit of the Second Vatican Council. This spirit of liberalism – neomodernism – has now taken the lead in the Church. At all key posts it hypocritically abuses the power of the Church structure to deal a fatal blow to the last remains of the true Catholic faithful. What an injustice it was to excommunicate You who preserved the true faith and unity with Pope St. Pius X in the fight for purity of faith against modernism.
The reason for Your liquidation was found nonetheless – the fact that You did not accept the new Mass.
Vatican Council II

Before this Council the need for a reform of the Church was really acute. The Church did have an orthodox doctrine and uniform liturgy; however, the first place was not given to a true spiritual life with Christ and in Christ but to mere spiritless science and intellectual pride. This substituted for true repentance connected with denial of the corrupted nature in us. True repentance means that our ego is on the cross with Christ and we are always delivered to death with Christ (cf. 2Cor 4:10f). 
So the Council was necessary indeed, but what it was to do was to open the door for the Holy Spirit, the spirit of truth, the spirit of repentance, and not for a false spirit. Instead of life, instead of repentance, instead of a reform the Church just issued documents which were of no use in the renewal of spiritual life! In the meantime the spirit of heresy hiding behind HCT was working its way to theological faculties and under the guise of scholarship and need for a new interpretation of the Scripture it led the confused clergy covertly yet systematically to apostasy.

One has to appreciate the good will in summoning the Council as well as genuineness of the painful perception that there was something wrong with the Church, that there was some change needed. Unfortunately, the change took the opposite direction and the Church opened herself to the spirit of the world, to the spirit of heresy. Before the Council the Church was ruled by the spirit of orthodox pharisaism, which was hiding behind canonical regulations, canons and behind the corpsy institution. The Council did not remove the spirit of pharisaism, but the power was assumed by the spirit of heresy and apostasy. Today we reap the fruit. In the documents of the Council there is no life; they supplied the need for conversion and repentance and thus caused harm to the Church. They did not open the door for the spirit of true repentance and conversion but for the spirit of heresy and death. Why? Because they did not deal with the essential question and that was the need for the conversion of lukewarm Christianity into true discipleship! St. Pius X had the motto: To renew all in Christ! The Council, however, did not give this central programme the main place, did not anchor in it the whole theological and conciliary construction and this rightly achieved the opposite effect. 

The Council did not deal with the question of relationship with the living Jesus, did not show what to repent of, did not warn against heresies penetrating into the Church through decadent culture which strongly affected our believers living in this world. The Council did not give and did not emphasize the principles for the believers telling them how to live in this world of consumerism and atheism, how to fight, how to protect the faith. What the Council treated was inanimate and irrelevant issues which did not touch the heart of man. And eventually even the liturgical reform was misused. We pray for the present Pope, that on the pattern of St. Pius X he may accomplish, even without any council, the most necessary reform founded on repentance and conversion. 
Dear Excellencies, Your Catholic society gives great hope of an awakening in the Catholic Church. For 20 years You suffered, excommunicated from the Church. Our UGCC was dissolved and lived in catacombs for 44 years. And then freedom came. At that time our UGCC offered great hope for the whole Church and nation. However, sad to say, we abandoned the way of repentance, heretics took the lead and now both the clergy and religious are in a big crisis. This is yet another proof that without true way of repentance and conversion there will be no renewal, no resurrection of the Church. Now we urge this with pain upon You too. Give the first place to Jesus and set aside lifeless teachings and traditions just as it was done by the Apostle Paul when he set aside circumcision. For it would inconspicuously have become the centre and removed the living relationship with Jesus.

We pray for You; do not change the living Christ for ritualism. Do preserve sacramentality of rite and true worship, but never regard it higher than personal relationship with Christ. Without constant repentance noone shall stand. Neither we nor You.

Be Jesus’ disciples and witnesses, be true and zealous shepherds of souls.
In Christ,

bishops of the standing Synod of the UGCC

+ Markian OSBM
+ Metoděj OSBM
+ Samuel
+ Eliáš OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 23rd January 2009
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