Congregation for Bishops

Card. Giovanni Battista Re

Prefect

Your Eminence,

we turn to You regarding a very serious problem and that is a change of parameters in the choice of future bishops. The newly chosen bishops, as true apostles of Jesus Christ, are to prepare the Catholic Church for spiritual resurrection.

In the present time the whole Church is undergoing a great internal crisis, which is still more and more growing in intensity. It is necessary to stop and deal with this most essential question – to prevent the development of internal crisis and to create the conditions for a true spiritual renewal founded on the biblical principles and on the sound Church Tradition. What plays the crucial part in this reform of the Church is a right choice of new bishops. False parameters in the choice of bishops have opened the Church to the spirit of the world! The ecclesiastical circles pleaded the alleged spirit of the Second Vatican Council, according to which the candidate, in the first place, had to be opened for the spirit of the world.

In the book “An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church”, Cardinal J. Ratzinger (the present Holy Father) writes: “In the first years after Vatican II a possible candidate for the post of bishop was above all a priest opened to the world!”

So openness to the world is a hitherto unwritten law of the choice of a future bishop. This, however, is a great mistake. The fruit of this mistake is a catastrophical state in which the Church has found herself. The fundamental truths of the faith are being denied, see teaching of the historic-critical method which denies the Divinity of our Saviour, and next, false interpretation of Nostra aetate whose fruit is that Christianity is being put on an equal level with paganism. Bishops, instead of defending the foundations of faith, have become dumb dogs (Isa 56:10) who keep silent when the enemy through heretical theologians scatters and tears the flock.

What contributes to this passivity and getting rid of personal responsibility is so-called episcopal conferences. A negative example is the Czech Republic and Ukraine. Cardinal M. Vlk and Cardinal L. Husar introduce there not the Spirit of God but the spirit of the world. Concerning the question of episcopal conferences (or the Synod of UGCC), the present Holy Father wrote: “No episcopal conference has the teaching role in itself. The national level does not represent any Church dimension. In each diocese there is only one shepherd and teacher of faith – in communion with the vicar of Christ. In episcopal conferences (Synod of UGCC) there is a danger that the ‘offence’ and the ‘folly’ of the Gospel, that ‘salt’ and that ‘leaven’ which in the present hard crisis is indispensable more than ever, will fade away!”
The spirits that rule the episcopal conferences (and the Synod of UGCC) towards passivity or sick activity, but lead to avoidance of true repentance and spiritual awakening, must be driven out! Many a time these spirits parasitize only on some individuals, who purposefully manipulate the whole!

The leadership of the episcopal conference as well as of the Synod of UGCC occupies itself with all possible and impossible things, but does not deal with the most essential – that is in the first place true repentance connected with true mission and separation from the spirit of the world!

We are well acquainted with the hypocritical methods of the choice of new bishops. Actually behind them are lobbying circles, today including, sad to say, even homosexuals; an example is the latest Greek-Catholic bishop consecrated, who has been promoted by Card. L. Husar, Head of UGCC, and by Card. L. Sandri, Prefect of Congregation for the Oriental Churches. It was generally known that this man is a homosexual. However, if we were to examine the whole process of choice – all took place according to canonical norms and codes. From this it follows that such canonical norms and codes are already nothing but scraps of paper to them. The reality is shocking. It is a system of deceit and self-deceit. We are exposing this taboo and pointing to the hypocritical system which is destroying the whole Church!
To consecrate heretics, homosexuals and managers as bishops is a crime! The responsibility falls on You. We turned to the Holy Father by public letters and asked him to consecrate holy men bishops, ones who have sound principles and will like St. Paul preach Christ with zeal and defend the Holy Church. Your Eminence, would You perhaps claim that the present Holy Father does not desire such men? You would lie. He does; however, he cannot start this reform in that he is bound by machinery, by a system which has a spirit opposite to his. This opposite spirit is sitting in the dicasteries and doing the contrary of what the Holy Father strives for. We did not know that he is powerless – like head without hands. Now, therefore, we are turning to the hands – that is Your Congregation. Is it perhaps possible for the Holy Father to personally know all candidates? In this matter he is dependent upon You. You, however, must change the false parameters of choice. Laying emphasis on the learning of the candidate disguises the purpose – to promote liberal atheists skilled at using religious phrases and at the same time at distorting and playing so-called Church politics. One must put an end to it at last! This is a crime!

You ask, what are the parameters for the consecration of bishops? In the first place the bishop should be a mature man who has experienced conversion, who witnesses to Christ by his life and who like the Apostle Paul may say to those who know him: “Become like me. (see Gal 4:12) I am wholly Christ’s!” So he must be a man who has the same Spirit as the Apostles, who sacrificed their lives as martyrs for Christ’s sake.
Now You ask sadly: “And what to do with our intellectuals and what with our learned theologians?” Nothing! Unless they have been converted and unless they follow Christ in truth, if they are just writing dead books, then nothing! If they write heretical articles, it is necessary to rebuke and punish them and not to make them into bishops. They are not a pattern and light to follow because they themselves do not follow Christ in truth, they have the spirit of the world and revolve around their ego. They have not yet fulfilled the primary Christ’s demand: “Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” (Lk 14:33) Such managers, heretics and homosexuals have by no means anything in common with the parameters of a true apostle and witness of Christ; they meet only the parameters of comedians and actors who can play whatever part, even the part of a holy bishop. 

And what about a bishop-intellectual who has gone through a heretical formation; does such one have a chance to be converted and to begin to witness in earnest? Certainly! Supposing that he becomes converted and decides to follow Christ wholly, he should first of all gather around him genuine priests, pray with them and discuss vital issues – how to create the conditions for a true spiritual awakening in his diocese. From among these converted priests, with whom he would share the same spirit, he ought to choose personalities whom he would appoint to the key posts in seminaries, in clerical formation…

Nowadays the pattern for a bishop is St. Paul, a witness and martyr. Naturally, St. Paul had to become converted; he was not only a Pharisee but also an intellectual. St. Basil was a converted intellectual, too. Likewise the present Pope Benedict XVI dissociated himself from the way on which Küng and Rahner remained. Because of the fact that he decided to follow Christ he received so many famous titles like “armoured cardinal” etc. This, however, is the sign of trueness. The Holy Father can tell his colleagues to their face like St. Paul: “Become like me” (Gal 4:12).
Your Eminence, You and Your Congregation should elaborate a document for all bishops which would set the conditions for a spiritual awakening. This is the most important thing. It cannot be substituted even by tons of spiritless canonical documents. You should clearly define the duties of true apostles and shepherds:
1) Aspiring after personal holiness. As a means to it, every bishop should form a community out of his closest co-workers – priests who would have the spirit of prayer and repentance.

2) Carrying out a reform of theological studies and formation. The basis of this formation must be true conversion, changing the spirit of the world for the Spirit of Christ and true imitation of Christ.
3) A reform of the clergy. Establishment of living communities of priests, training of disciples and a reform of parishes through establishment of living cells.

We were said that the Holy Father is powerless. The one who is competent to treat the problem of bishops and bishops’ conferences is You, Your Eminence.

Put an end to that unwritten and perverted law saying that only a priest opened to the world can be chosen as bishop. This is an offence. On the contrary, such priest must not be chosen any more, and supposing that such a mistake is made, it is necessary that such a one should be pilloried in public and unless he renounces the spirit of the world, he should be deprived of office.

If You do not have the courage to make the change of spirit in Your Congregation, You had better resign honestly. If behind the pernicious machinery there is already such strong antichristian spirit that the change of spirit is impossible, then it would be better if Your Congregation was abolished because it is harmful to the Church!

Conclusion
Your Eminence, we have turned to You regarding a very serious problem and that is a change of parameters in the choice of future bishops. These bishops, as true apostles of Jesus Christ, are to prepare the Catholic Church for spiritual resurrection.

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD.OSBM 
Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM
Pidhirtsi, 14th February 2008
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