Congregation for the Causes of Saints 

Prefect

Card. José Saraiva Martins

Your Eminence,

we are turning to You in the matter concerning settlement of the issue of hastened beatification of the deceased Pope John Paul II. We already turned to the Holy Father Benedict XVI some time before; however, in the meantime we were told that the Holy Father is de facto powerless since he is dependent upon the dicasteries. We were told, too, that the dicasteries are carefully watching their competence lest any of them should solve something what another one is to solve. 

We suppose that the question of beatification and canonization lies fully within Your competence. In this matter we therefore repeat a demand we have made public already before, and that: To stop the beatification cause!

At the same time we ask You hereby that this letter be entered in the documentation as an official document.

The tendency to quicken the process of beatification is usually justified by the public opinion and by the motto: the voice of the people is the voice of God. However, we remind that in this case it is not the voice of God but the pressure of the crowd purposefully manipulated by certain circles, the same as it was on the Good Friday (see Mt 27:20-23).

What is the true voice of God as to this concrete problem? “Repent” – of great and public offence caused by John Paul II in Assisi. Therefore we emphasize: this is not the appropriate time to beatify John Paul II because of the fact that he caused great offence to all honest Catholics and also to all Christians – as the Orthodox so the Protestants. Twice he took part in so-called prayers for peace and was not willing to clearly explain this gesture. When misleading interpretations of this gesture arose, he kept silent until his death in spite of the fact that he was warned that by his silence he actually gave his consent to them. According to these interpretations, animists, hinduists, buddhists and Christians allegedly pray to one and the same God and, furthermore, other religions in relation to Christianity are allegedly an equal way to salvation – all this is a lie! Moreover, the example of the Pope leads priests to follow him and make our churches into places of a common cult with pagans, which is a desecration of our temples and a way to apostasy from Christ. This gesture of John Paul II closed the door for whatever living mission and, on the contrary, opened it for an internal decay of the Church and for occultism.

Who stands against the fundamental truths of the faith or casts doubt upon them is a heretic! The Pope’s gesture, though innerly he followed a good intention, cast doubt with many upon the belief in the fundamental Christian truths and created a new public opinion based on heresies. Those who preach a different gospel and a different Christ are always referring to the Pope’s gesture in Assisi. Therefore, to beatify John Paul II in this situation would mean to indirectly confirm a different gospel and a different spirit, which would be a self-destruction of the Church!

We, as Slavs, love the Pope of the Polish blood. We are grateful to him that he openly fought for moral principles – he stood against euthanasia, against abortions, radically upheld the encyclical of Paul VI Humanae vitae against the pressure of the spirit of the world and also was a great Marian devotee. However, because we love him and because we love Christ and His Church, we cannot tolerate the offence that was caused. There still is an open question here: What form of repentance needs to be done for it? And who should do it? We suppose that for love of the Church and for love of his predecessor it should be done publicly by the present Pope Benedict XVI. 

If You were so eager for beatification of the Pope John Paul II, the more so – immediately after his death – the Holy Father Benedict XVI will deserve it for his courage to do a public penitent deed for the offence caused in Assisi. Naturally, we pray for the Holy Father to live as long as possible and to be able to make the most important step in the new millennium, that is the spiritual reform of the Church!

Your Eminence, before God who will judge both You and us and at the same time before the whole Church we appeal to You and to Your whole Congregation not to commit a crime which would lead to official destruction of Christ’s bleeding body, i.e. the Church. If You have a bit of conscience and sentire cum ecclesia but You do not have the strength to resist the pressure of the powers of darkness which are purposefully forwarding such beatification, You should rather honestly withdraw from the office You hold. 

For the good of the Church it is then better even for Your Congregation to be dissolved rather than to officially legitimate the gesture which is being abused for internal liquidation of the fundamental truths of the faith! 

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 22nd February 2008
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