His Holiness

Benedict XVI
Supreme Pontiff

Your Holiness,

this year the Ukrainian nation will celebrate the 1000th anniversary of Christianization of Ukraine by St. Vladimir in Kiev. It is true that this jubilee fell on the year 1988, but at that time it could not be worthily celebrated owing to the times of the Communist rule. Therefore in this year 2008, i.e. 20 years later, we are going to commemorate and duly live out this significant anniversary which is connected with the whole history of Ukraine and Russia.

In 988 in Kiev the Prince Vladimir summoned his subjects and these were baptized in the Dnieper River. A break with paganism was also manifested by an external gesture of St. Vladimir – he ordered to drag along by horses the idol Peroun thus letting it be publicly dishonoured. Eventually he let it be thrown into the Dnieper River. 
Rus – Ukraine was the first nation which was consecrated to the Most Holy Virgin. Yaroslav the Wise, the son of the Prince Vladimir, performed this consecration in Kiev in 1037.

The President of Ukraine expressed his wish to worthily commemorate this anniversary this year. An external gesture, if connected with a firm spiritual foundation, can bring into all Ukraine the Spirit of God and a renewal not only of Christianity but of the whole nation, too. 
The situation in Ukraine is such – Eastern Ukraine was under the influence of Communism for 70 years whereas Western Ukraine only for 40 years. Western Ukraine has practically for 400 years been under the influence of the Western Church. This Church supported or tolerated the existence of our Eastern Church with her Byzantine liturgy. In spite of some negative influences from the West, there were many positive ones, too, which were reflected not only in the spiritual but also in the political sphere. As regards religiousness, the majority of churches is in Western Ukraine. Eastern Ukraine needs a mission. But unfortunately the reality nowadays is such that Western Ukraine needs this mission too. In the span of 18 years, after the Church’s coming out from illegality, an uncritical openness to the negative spiritual influence arose. Through the study of theology in the West, through literature and through manipulated hierarchy the door for the spirit of apostasy, or for a fall-away from living Christianity, opened very quickly. If the organism of the Church affected with this illness began to perform a mission in Eastern Ukraine, it would be no mission but an antimission to the detriment of the faith and to the detriment of the nation on the whole. Unless an internal awakening in the UGCC comes, any seeking of common ways or even of particular forms of unity with the Orthodox Churches is out of the question. Our cooperation or so-called ecumenism would rather be a negative globalization bringing in spiritual infection and causing decay. This infection is partly the teaching of historic-critical theology (HCT) which denies the Divinity of Christ and the inspiration of the Holy Scripture and next the false respect for paganism which leads to pernicious syncretism. 
The need of repentance cannot be dictated but it is necessary to prepare the ground for it. By receiving episcopal consecration we want to undertake the responsibility for the internal revival of the foundations of Christianity and saving faith. You, Your Holiness, bear the highest responsibility for our Church, for her future spiritual awakening in Ukraine or for her stagnation or even liquidation. The biggest problem here is not the creation of unity with the Orthodox Churches, the biggest problem is the internal renewal of our UGCC in Ukraine. Only then the question of unity can be treated. 
Your Holiness, what should You as the Vicar of Christ and successor to St. Peter do by virtue of Your authority? If You make a public pronouncement in the power ex cathedra, You will thereby not only open the door to the spiritual awakening in the UGCC but You will also gain great authority with all the three Orthodox Churches in Ukraine. In this way the door will open not only for external friendly relations but even for internal unity built on the most fundamental truths of the faith which, especially in the present times, it is necessary to defend and also to preach – to bear witness!
Therefore all Ukraine is waiting for Your step of faith, for Your step of authoritative re-proclamation of the most fundamental truths of the faith in the power and authority of God which You have in this field. The time has come for You to use it!

In essence, the point is that You should say a clear and binding word in the authority of God:

1) concerning the historic-critical theology (method), its substance, which denies the Divinity of Christ and inspiration of God’s Word;

2) concerning the diametric difference between pagan religions and Christianity! Paganism in its substance is contradictory to Christianity! One excludes the other. True Christianity rooted in Christ and His Spirit gives eternal life! The pagan religious systems, on the contrary, obscure and destroy this life in the human soul.

As regards the unity in Ukraine between the UGCC and the three Orthodox Churches, we propose that You present to them a clear formulation what the substance of obedience to papal authority consists in. It is absolutely clear that we cannot push the Orthodox bishops and faithful into a trap represented by the Vatican dicasteries. These dicasteries many times do the exact opposite of God’s will and of what You, Your Holiness, desire. Against such dicasteries, ruled by the spirit of pharisaism which destroys God’s life, we must warn them by our own experience! This, however, does not mean that because of the dicasteries they should reject the service of papacy as such. 

In other words – it is necessary to recognize absolute administrative and juridical autonomy of all three Orthodox Churches, such as they do have, and then to clearly define the element of unity in the field of faith and morals and to clarify the term ex cathedra! The Orthodox will lose nothing thereby; on the contrary, their authority will become even more established and so will also the fundaments of the truths of faith which nowadays are exposed to great pressures. Various heretical systems incorporated in different theological doctrines or in different philosophies and psychologies are destroying the faith which leads to salvation! The question of external unity, that means that Ukraine would have a single patriarch and its own patriarchate, is not mature yet. Provided both the UGCC and the Orthodox truly repent, God will do it! However, this presupposes that there should be those who will preach this true repentance. Supposing that this happens, even the question of the internal revival of all four Churches of the Eastern rite will be settled. The other Christians, too, will then make unity here and jointly work on evangelization and mission. The answer to how it shall happen is similar to the one in the Gospel (not specifying “how” it shall be done but saying “who” shall do it): “The Holy Spirit shall do it.” (cf. Lk 1:38) Christianity in Ukraine will become a moral force for the revival of the whole nation and the question of a single local Church will be solved by God Himself; yet only through true repentance! Moreover, we shall then be able to spread a mission in the power of God even to Russia! And afterward this step will retrospectively bring a spiritual renewal for the whole Western Church as well, which is now in a great crisis!

Your Holiness, that all this may be realized, You must make a concrete step – You must act in faith! Today the question of Ukraine is the question of the whole Church! May the Mother of God and the Saint Apostles, in particular Saints Peter and Andrew, intercede for You, that You may make this historical step of faith.

Yours in Christ,

the bishops of UGCC

+ Eliáš A. Dohnal OSBM

+ Metoděj R. Špiřík OSBM

+ Markian V. Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel R. Oberhauser
Pidhirtsi, 6th April 2008
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