Patriarchs and Metropolitans 

of the Orthodox Churches 

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Your Beatitude,
we, members of the new Synod of the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church), are turning to You with a request for Your opinion on the current heretical streams in theology as in our Church so in other local Churches throughout the world.

First we want to present to You the contemporary state of our Church.

Practically all theological faculties in the Catholic Church teach historic-critical theology (HCT) which has its roots in atheistic philosophy and leads to the denial of God’s revelation, of the miracles in the Scripture as well as of the Divinity of Christ. It speaks about some Christ of faith and historical Christ etc. Along with this deadly heresy the Catholic Church also accepted the opinion that all religions are de facto equal and lead to salvation. What played an important part in this was the so-called gesture of common “prayers” in Assisi, which is practically interpreted in such way that Jesus Christ, Buddha, Krishna, Allah etc. are equal Gods! Priests, and unfortunately even bishops, also spread the general opinion that zen-buddhist or yoga meditations help Christians to become more deeply spiritual. They let themselves be treated by acupuncture, acupressure, homoeopathy, energies or hypnosis. However, on the basis of the Holy Scripture, Tradition as well as our own pastoral experience we are unswervingly convinced that behind these practices are hidden demonic powers and one encounters here ancient occultism and magic dressed in a modern coat. 
A bad wound was inflicted upon the Catholic Church also by the fact that after the Second Vatican Council only those priests were elected bishops who were opened to the spirit of the world (this is the statement of the present Pope Benedict XVI, the book An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church). Thus within 40 years there has been an antichristian system built up in the Catholic Church which has usurped the key positions, especially in the Vatican dicasteries. John Paul II practically did not administer the Catholic Church; the power was in the hands of Card. A. Casaroli and later of Card. A. Sodano. Consciously or unconsciously, these people worked on the creation of this system hostile to Christ and to the Church – inside the Church! After the fall of Communism this clique purposefully installed L. Husar as Supreme Archbishop and Head of the UGCC counter to the will of the Synod of the UGCC as well as of three Metropolitans – through so-called obedience. L. Husar was previously suspended for 19 years by reason of his episcopal consecration in secret, without the knowledge and consent of the Pope, in the very city of Rome! Card. L. Husar had the spirit of New Age as early as that time and now he formulated his spiritual programme of disintegration of Christianity in the book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity”. In this book, as well as in his speeches on the radio, L. Husar proclaims the following heresies:
1) he casts doubt on the Divinity of Christ

2) he casts doubt on the Virginity of the Mother of God
3) he casts doubt on the eternity of hell

4) he propagates occultism and syncretism

5) he divines by pendulum

6) he propagates reincarnation

7) he approves of homosexuality and relativism

Card. L. Husar has appointed his people with the spirit of New Age to all key posts in the UGCC, and first of all to the leadership of UCU (Ukrainian Catholic University). Unless one betrays Christ in one’s conscience and accepts the apostatic ideology of L. Husar, one cannot become a bishop in the UGCC! Moreover, it is often demanded from the candidate to pay a large sum of money.

In this way in the UGCC, far more than in the whole Catholic Church, there has been a totalitarian apostatic system created under the auspices of Card. L. Husar and his ideological “friends” in the Vatican. In this critical situation, similar to the one in the East in the time of Arianism (4th cent.), we, the monks of pontifical right from Pidhirtsi, made a step of faith and received episcopal consecration without the knowledge and consent of L. Husar. We informed the Holy Father of the whole matter, thus passing over to him the final resolution. We are convinced that this step of ours was an act of obedience to the voice of conscience and to Christ’s Spirit. Our programme is to defend Christ’s Gospel and to lead the people to salvation which is only in Jesus Christ. That was why we united with the bishops who feel pain over the state of our Church and we have established a new orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC. For we are persuaded that the apostate Card. L. Husar and the bishops united with him in his heresies fall under God’s curse according to Gal 1:8-9. Their activities lead the believers to the loss of the saving faith and eventually to eternal perdition.
In this critical and painful situation we are turning to You by this letter and we would be very pleased if You uttered Your opinion and position on the following questions:

1) Is the historic-critical method in theology (HCT), which leads to the denial of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, of the miracles in the Holy Scripture, of the authorship of the individual books of the Old Testament, New Testament etc., legitimate in the Church or is there the spirit of atheism and rebellion against God behind it and as the final result it is an instrument of the spirit of antichrist for the liquidation of Christianity?
2) Is syncretism and relativism the fruit of evangelical love, as it is claimed e.g. by the Focolare movement as well as by those who are adherents of the so-called gesture in Assisi, or is it the fruit of the spirit of apostasy and spirit of antichrist? Are buddhism, hinduism or other pagan religions ways of salvation, or the only way, truth and life and the only salvation is Jesus Christ and His Gospel? 
3) Are occult practices, divination by pendulum, by dowsing-rod, hypnosis, homoeopathy, yoga, acupuncture, acupressure, transcendental meditation, healing by so-called energies, spiritism etc. tied up with demonic powers and thus at sharp variance with the Holy Scripture, or are they gifts of the Holy Spirit, as many members of the Church hierarchy state?

4) Did we act correctly when we started writing publicly on these issues and exposing the crisis in the Church? 
5) Card. L. Husar and his apostatic Synod publicly proclaim and promote the above-mentioned heresies. The situation in our Church is harder than it was in the time of Communism. The Holy Father is powerless against this antichristian system inside the UGCC in Ukraine. That was why we received valid consecration without the consent of Card. L. Husar and established an orthodox Synod of the UGCC – for the sake of salvation of the UGCC from total apostasy to heresies. We ask publicly: Did we act correctly in that particular situation, or was there some other effective solution?
6) Some hierarchs proclaim and approve of heresies which cast doubt on the Divinity of Christ, on the Virginity of the Mother of God, on the existence or eternity of hell and eternal condemnation; they propagate occult practices, homosexuality etc. We ask: Have they drawn upon themselves God’s curse – anathema acc. to Gal 1:8-9?
7) We are convinced that provided the Church hierarchy repents in the first place, it will bring spiritual unity among the Christians and there will be one Shepherd and one flock. Is this conviction right?

8) We proposed already before and now we propose again restoration of the punishment of major excommunication for those Catholics who are members of the Masonic lodges as well as for those members of the hierarchy who actively cooperate with this organization or purposefully, though covertly, promote its programme in the Church. We ask: Is this proposal topical?
In conclusion, we want to ask You to stand by Your word and authority, along with the Holy Father Benedict XVI, for the defence of the Christian truths of faith and for the renewal of the true Christian life, in particular among the clergy.

In Christ,

+ Teodozij

Vicar of Head of the UGCC

+ Markian OSBM

Secretary of Synod of the UGCC

Lvov 21st November 2008

On the feast of St. Michael the Archangel

Standing Synod of the UGCC

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM 

+ Samuel 

Copies to:

· His Holiness Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church







