Pidhirci                                                                                                             

21.11. 2004

Most reverend General Superior, Father Basil Kovbyč,

I thank You for Your canonical reproof. The things You are accusing me of are explicit lies, and the penalties are injust and disproportionate:

I am putting some questions regarding Your decree:

1. What scandalous  conduct was there concretely from my side, on 9th  October 2004? Call witnesses.

2. In what concretely did I take part in a rebellion? Call witnesses.

3. Which particular innocent laymen did I incite to hatred and rebellion? Name at least one! What concretely was I saying? 

4. Which one of Your fathers and which of the martyrs did I disgrace and by which words? Call witnesses.

Together with other punished fathers I am sending you a protocol of 9th October 2004 events, subscribed by 48 witnesses. 

Moreover, You are punishing me because after having received my first punitive decree I appealed  to the Holy See by “Recourse“. This is no transgression, rather according to the can. 500 § 2 pt. 3 CCEO I had a full right to do so. 

I am asking – is there some grave heresy that I am supporting? If You mean the letter from 19th August 2004, for which I was punished (first canonical reproof), I can evidence by witnesses that Fr. H. Hrinkiv, OSBM, Provincial Superior, and other fathers were blackening us that we are a sect and bring harm to the Church.

In Your canonical reproof You are referring to a competent power of the Holy See, please, if You would give me that decree of theirs or its number. 

In the opening of Your canonical reproof You are authoritatively referring to God and to the welfare of the Church. However, Your accusations are not true; You have no concrete evidence – thereby You are commiting a perjury and imposing a punishment on Yourself (c.f. can. 1454, 1455, 1464, 935 CCEO)

Besides, Your lies have caused harm to the moral credit of several people, thus also breaking the can. 1452 CCEO. 

You have written these lies and blackening in the document № 045/2004 “Results“ (6 pages), too. We dispose of a reply to this document as well as of an analysis to all Your false assertions, we can send it to You and to competent authorities, as well.  The question here is a pattern psychological manipulation that You use as well as an intentional distortion of truth. 

Thereby, I ask You, most reverend Fr. Basil, on the base of the can. 999 § 1 to annul Your decree dated to 6th November 2004.

Your brother in Christ

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk OSBM
