Congregation for Catholic Education

Card. Zenon Grocholewski, Prefect

Rome

Your Eminence,
several times we have sent letters to the Holy Father, to cardinals and bishops and warned of an unhealthy formation of the future generation of priests through so-called historic-critical theology – method (HCT) which is based on atheistic philosophy and leads to a denial of the most fundamental pillars of faith. Actually, it denies the Divinity of Jesus Christ. It atomizes our Lord and Saviour into historical Christ and Christ of faith, who allegedly is a figment of the imagination of the Christian community of believers, that means a mere phantasm. This is a heavy affront to our Saviour, who is true God, God from God, Light from Light, begotten, not made... The heresies of HCT are rooted in biblical studies and now they already permeate other theological disciplines as well.
If Catholic universities, theological faculties and seminaries obligatorily teach heresies, the responsibility for this crime against the theology students and for the internal decay in the Church falls upon You and Your Congregation. 

Your obligation before God and before the Church is to forbid this whole “scientific” – atheistic system!

We remind that Your obligation likewise is to give a clear interpretation of the Nostra aetate declaration, and that in the spirit of the Gospel and of the apostolic and Catholic tradition. False interpretations nowadays influence the public opinion in seminaries and at theological schools in such manner that Christianity and paganism are generally supposed to be equal ways to salvation, wherefore there is no more need to do any mission. And this is a big heresy! Your silence or troubling of waters is a crime, the result being that millions of souls are rushing into eternal perdition as they can no longer be transmitted the full truth about salvation, which is only in Christ Jesus (cf. Acts 4:12).
Concerning this problem, in the past we turned directly to the Holy Father; however, we were told that such matters are not dealt with by the Holy Father personally but by his dicasteries which participate in his authority and have the full responsibility to act in his name. We were likewise told that each of the dicasteries carefully watches its field of competence. 

So Your competence involves responsibility for the teaching at Catholic schools and theological faculties. Therefore a resolute pronouncement on historic-critical method as well as on so-called respect for other religions falls within Your competence.
These two poisoned roots are the basis, the centre and the top of the whole contemporary theological formation! 

Your duty is not only to forbid the heretical teachings but also to provide a sound teaching which is built on the foundation of the Gospel and sound Tradition and which leads the future priests – theologians, and through them all the faithful, to salvation and holiness.

Unless You do so, You sin against God and against the Church and abuse the authority entrusted to You by the Holy Father. In such case it would be logical if You resigned Your office and the whole Congregation was abolished due to its ineffectiveness and detriment to the Church!
In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM
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