Head of SBU (State Security Committee)
Valentyn Nalyvaychenko

Kiev
Dear Sir,

we are turning to You in the matter of unlawful acting of Head of SBU in Lvov Mr. Anatolij Matios. 

About half a year ago we made an application to the Ukrainian state for Ukrainian citizenship. We are citizens of the Czech Republic (EU) and are willing to renounce this citizenship.
We sincerely feel a deep bond with the Ukrainian nation and with the Ukrainian state. As priests and religious we have served the Ukrainian nation for more than 10 years as beyond the border so in Ukraine. Now as bishops we want to continue our service.

We have lived in Ukraine for five years. We seek the true good of the Greek-Catholic Church and therefore struggle for its internal revival. This is the true good for the whole Ukrainian nation too. Card. L. Husar, who was installed here as a citizen of USA, does not want this revival and serves a certain system which, unfortunately, is not working towards the good of the Church or Ukraine either, quite the contrary. This was the reason why an internal Church conflict has arisen between us and Card. Husar and the people surrounding him, which is presently being dealt with by the supreme Church authority in the Vatican. This is the only authority competent to deal with this matter. We as members of a religious order of pontifical right and at the same time as bishops do not fall within the competence of Card. L. Husar but of the Holy Father! We have convicted Card. L. Husar before the Church of serious heresies against the Christian faith and of crimes against the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church).
In spite of the fact that the Church in Ukraine is separate from the state, Card. Husar abuses the state organs, especially the SBU in Lvov, through personal contacts. Already for several times he has turned to Head of SBU in Lvov demanding that they should deport us from Ukraine and prevent us from being granted the Ukrainian citizenship! We have committed no trespass either against the state or against the Church. The only argument Card. Husar gives is that we allegedly cause a schism within the UGCC and thus cause harm to the state.

We respond:

1) We do not cause a schism, we strive for an internal revival of this Church. This schism, on the contrary, is caused by Card. L. Husar in that he publicly proclaims heresies, i.e. a teaching contradictory to the Christian faith!

2) The Church is separate from the state so the state cannot deal with the internal issues of the Church to the detriment of the other part. Even if by reason of a reform there was a schism, it would be for the good of the Church and for the sake of her revival, because at least one part will thus be able to live a full and true Christian life. If Ukraine has three branches of the Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate, Kiev Patriarchate, Autocephalous Orthodox Church), why could it not have three branches of the Catholic Church united with the Holy Father (Roman-Catholic Church, Postconfessional /Husar’s/ UGCC and Reformed UGCC)? Thus Ukraine may become a model of solution of crisis for the Western Church too – i.e. a model of unity in multiplicity (cf. 1Cor 12:12). We do not want any division, nor seek any; we want the internal revival of our UGCC. Card. L. Husar is hindering it and thus he has already caused an internal schism in the UGCC.
Head of SBU in Lvov has without any reason and illegally done Card. L. Husar a service:

· He physically prevented us from concelebrating with Card. T. Bertone, State Secretary of Vatican, at the beatification in Lvov on 24th May 2008, and did not even allow us to be present there.
Members of SBU under the leadership of Mr. R. Kurash led us out from the place of the celebration as far as the bus stop.

· Head of SBU in Lvov exerted pressure on the passport department (VHIRFHO-HUMVS of the town of Lvov) to artificially delay sending our documents, necessary for citizenship, to Kiev. In the meantime Card. L. Husar through state organs (including SBU in Lvov) made such steps as to delay granting of this citizenship with the aim of its total denial! This is gross injustice and lawlessness against us as well as against the Church, as on the part of Card. Husar so on the part of state organs, above all SBU of the town of Lvov. What is evident in this case is persecution for faith and oppression of freedom of conscience.
Dear Mr. Nalyvaychenko, we turn to You with a request that You submit this whole matter for examination, above all the activity of Head of SBU in Lvov. 

Additionally, we want to advise You of the fact that in 2004 Card. Husar also turned in secret to Head of SBU Lvov, demanding deportation and prohibition of entry to Ukraine for 22 citizens of the Czech and the Slovak Republics (including us too). The majority of them have never been to Ukraine and never fallen within the competence of Card. L. Husar, as they are Roman Catholics. Nonetheless, SBU in Lvov gave a command to the frontier guard to prevent entry of these citizens of CR and SR to Ukraine. Five students of theology had their passports stamped with three-year entry prohibition.

Mr. Nalyvaychenko, we believe You are a just and honest man who adheres to the laws of Ukraine. We ask You to stop the injustice against us the defenceless. We believe that You will not let Yourself be influenced by a one-sided view which, moreover, does not respect the laws of Ukraine on religious freedom and on separation of Church and state. Ukrainian citizenship is granted without problem to Moslems, buddhists, hindus, members of sects etc. We want to ask You that the more so You help us, if You deem it appropriate, to be granted this citizenship.
Thank You in advance for Your help.

In Christ,

+ Metoděj Richard Špiřík ThD. OSBM (a citizen of CR)

+ Eliáš Antonín Dohnal ThD. OSBM (a citizen of CR)

+ Markian Vasyl Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM (a citizen of Ukraine)

Pidhirtsi, 14th June 2008

Copies to:
· President of Ukraine Victor Yushchenko

· President of the Czech Republic Václav Klaus
· Secretary of the State of Vatican Card. T. Bertone

· Minister of the Interior J. Lucenko (Ukraine)

· Governor of Lvov M. Kmit

· Bishops of the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine

Enclosure:

· A copy of Legal action against Card. L. Husar addressed to the Holy Father

· Copies of letters of Ukrainian organizations from CR

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua

