His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Vatican, Rome

Your Holiness,

we are in interior unity with You and we pray for You that You may bravely withstand this most important last stage of Your life and that You may really be an instrument of God’s reform in the Church. 
There is nothing so needful today as this painful internal reform which affects the deepest in us and “pierces to the division of soul and spirit” (Hebr 4:12f.). This is the spiritual Golgotha of every Christian. 
Perhaps we may have deeply hurt Your feelings by our letter concerning the Focolare movement, wherein we radically termed this “perspective movement” a sect in the Church and furnished concrete arguments as well as experience with the activity of this movement. We have only a dim recollection of Archbp. J. Zlatňanský, a member of the Focolare from Slovakia, once being Your closest co-worker at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Probably up to this time there is a large number of Focolare members at this Congregation as well as at the other ones. 
The next blow is that not only the liberal Cardinal M. Vlk (Czech Republic) but also the kind-hearted and orthodox Cardinal Joachim Meisner, Your friend, is a member of the Focolare. Obviously it is not only with these two Focolare hierarchs – Card. J. Meisner and Archbp. J. Zlatňanský – that You are in a cordial bond of friendship. Certainly, they both may have a heart of gold and we believe that they are good and exemplary Catholics. The Focolare movement has a lot of good but, alas, deceived people, whose personality builds the image of this movement. We pointed out the spirit hidden in the Focolare movement, which defies the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth leading to repentance, conversion and to the following of Christ. Even if our own brother avoided the spirit of truth and repentance, which this movement lacks in its essence (with the exception of some individuals), we would have to reprove him or, if need be, to separate from him, in spite of all our human love for him.
This is a fight for eternal life, for a painful internal purification of the Church. 

In the letter of 1st June 2008 we proposed that the Focolare movement should either repent or be abolished for its harmfulness. In order not to be abolished, concretely it has to:
1) repent of syncretism with pagan religions;

2) renounce the false spirit which avoids true conversion and the path of repentance. (The Focolare, in actual fact, has a different spirit, a different gospel and another Christ.)

3) Above all the representatives of the Focolare should go through spiritual recollection wherein they would renounce this false spirit and receive the spirit of truth and the spirit of repentance without which noone will be saved. 

Your Holiness, the Vatican dicasteries have traditionally employed the religious of Societas Jesu (SJ). Unfortunately this religious order, which gave the Church a number of saints and martyrs, nowadays through many of its members deals the heaviest blows to the Body of Christ. Admittedly, there is not a Jesuit like a Jesuit, the same as there is not a Basilian like a Basilian!

If You decide to begin with repentance and purification in Your own house, i.e. in the papal dicasteries, this purification will turn out to be most painful right here. However, it is necessary to perform this purification, otherwise You will be like head without body. For Your service You need healthy and not infected members, so that You may be able to carry out the needful reform of the Church. 
In our letter of 3rd June 2008 we proposed a reform of the religious orders and institutes. We suppose that this reform should be started from the Jesuit Order. They should be the first to detach a house for the reformatory movement in every province. The reform consists in:
1) turning away from heresies (Chardin, de Mello, Sobrino, HCT, syncretism...), modern psychologies, oriental pseudomysticisms and philosophies, zen- and yoga meditations. 

2) returning to the spirit of the founder and to the sound roots of the Catholic faith.  
Until that time they ought to be forbidden from carrying out spiritual exercises and from educating other religious. 

Your Holiness, none of us knows the hour or the day when the Lord will call us to Himself. God has set before You yet this task and You will have to render an account thereof. It is now three years already that You have been performing the office of Peter. Time is short. Soon we will face God’s judgement and eternity. 
Your Holiness, we love You and perceive that You are exposed to extremely great psychological and spiritual pressures of the powers of darkness. But do not be afraid – Jesus is with You and He will not abandon You!

In Christ devoted to You,
the bishops of the UGCC
+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser
+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 14th June 2008
P.S.: We pray for a blessing to come through You on the World Youth Day in Australia! Be a witness to Christ! May the Holy Spirit flow through You in power so that the spiritual renewal of the whole Church shall come! 
