A letter to the Patriarch Bartholomew I

Item:
June 17, 2008 //Interecclesiastical relations//

MUNICH: In his recent interview for the German ecumenical journal “Cyril and Methodius” the Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew I has touched the issue of existence of Eastern Catholic Churches. He has invited these Churches to become orthodox again, though at the same time they would remain in unity with Rome. Above all he reminded that “the Mother Church of Constantinople always leaves the door open for her sons and daughters”. What may become a model of unity, according to the words of the Orthodox hierarch, is the same form of co-existence as was between the Byzantine and the Roman Church in the first millennium of Christianity, informed the KATH.net on June 16.
At the same time the Patriarch positively responded to the idea of “double unity” which was proposed by Head of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church Lubomyr Husar. The Patriarch of Constantinople mentioned mainly that such a model would contribute towards surmounting of the division among the Churches.

Bartholomew I
The Patriarch of Constantinople

Your Beatitude,

the article that has entered the Christian world is of great concern to us in many aspects. At the close You mention that the issue of unity requires “much, much prayer”. You also write that this unity “cannot be achieved by efforts of leading personalities of Churches or by theological philosophizing”. 

We too have this unity at heart, but we perceive that the efforts towards it are abused by many for promoting false unity (globalization, unity of New Age) which omits the foundations: conversion and repentance. We can see that You are also well aware of this danger. We have one question: What concrete proposal of double unity did Card. L. Husar make? We proposed a model of this unity in the letter of 28th April 2008 along with several schemata and published it (www.community.org.ua). We sent a copy of it not only to the Holy Father Benedict XVI but also to the Patriarch of Moscow and to the Presidents of Ukraine and Russia. The letter was a reaction to the upcoming 1020th jubilee of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine.

We look forward to Your presence in Kiev.

In Christ,

the bishops of the UGCC

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser
+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 22nd June 2008

P.S.: We send You a copy of our legal action against Card. L. Husar for apostasy, lodged with the Pope. 
Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine
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