Attachment

President of Ukraine

Victor Yushchenko

Dear Mr President,

about three weeks ago Card. L. Husar turned to You as well as to almost all organs of state power and demanded our deportation from Ukraine. Beside other defamations he accused us before You of schismatic activities inside the Catholic Church and intentionally dramatized the situation. The Ukrainian state subsequently turned to the Vatican and asked for their statement concerning the whole matter.
We are able to prove in a simple way that we have not committed any trespass either against God or against the Church or against the Ukrainian law or against the Ukrainian state. Our so-called crime consists in the fact that we have publicly convicted Card. L. Husar of a heretical teaching contradictory to the fundamental truths of the faith. Instead of repenting or turning to his superior in Rome – i.e. to the Holy Father who in this situation is the only person competent to solve this internally ecclesiastical controversy concerning the most essential truths of the faith – Card. L. Husar turned to You and to the organs of state power and demanded our deportation! He thus violated the freedom of religion and conscience and abused his authority. At the same time he thereby draws the state organs into an international scandal. Card. L. Husar did so because he is aware that on the ecclesiastical field it is him who is guilty and not us, and therefore it is not advantageous to him that the matter should be dealt with ecclesiastically and justly. Besides, we as monks are not subordinated to Card. Husar but to the Holy Father. Here Card. Husar consciously abused and deceived the Ukrainian state, for he forced it to deal with something which the state is not competent to deal with, i.e. an internally ecclesiastical controversy. If the Ukrainian state should deport us, it would have to prove some trespass against the state laws and not against the Church laws. If it deported us, it would also have to deport every foreigner of the Orthodox confession, or a Jehovah’s Witness or a Protestant etc., because by the logic of Card. Husar every such person is a schismatic and causes tension within the state or the Church. There are many sects and many Christian Churches in Ukraine; nevertheless, noone demands their deportation, for the Church is separate from the state! 
The trouble of the authoritative reply from the Vatican lies in the fact that liberal- and heretical-minded Card. Husar has a lot of like-minded friends in the Vatican dicasteries (e.g. Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches Card. L. Sandri) who abuse the authority of the Holy Father and without his consent, running counter to his line but in his authority, they issue various decrees directed towards the self-destruction of the Church. Unfortunately, the Holy Father is almost powerless against this criminal machinery inside the Vatican. This painful reality of a deep crisis inside the Vatican is one of the main problems which we try to bring to the notice of all cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church in our open letters. 
Card. Husar blackens us for causing a schism in the UGCC; however, we are in fact endeavouring after an internal renewal in the UGCC and for a change of substance and spirit in the leadership. Our desire is that instead of the spirit of intrigues, corruption and practical unbelief leading to the self-destruction of our Church, our Church could open herself to the spirit of truth and Spirit of Christ. This will bring an internal renewal of our Church as well as of whole Christianity in Ukraine. And this is the spiritual resurrection, this is the true spiritual and moral good for Ukraine. 
Card. L. Husar, however, resists this change of spirit and the resurrection in the UGCC. When on this basis, without any factual reasons, he demands our deportation, he thus creates an international scandal. 
Dear Mr President, You are an honest man and so we believe that neither You nor the state organs of Ukraine will not let Yourselves be manipulated and will not interfere in the internal affairs of the Church and violate the religious freedom and the freedom of conscience by illegally deporting us from Ukraine. 

We pray for You and for Ukraine.
In Christ

the bishops of the UGCC

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM, ThD. (a citizen of the Czech Republic)

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM ThLic. (a citizen of Ukraine)

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM ThD. (a citizen of the Czech Republic)

+ Samuel Oberhauser PaedD. (a citizen of the Slovak Republic)

Pidhirtsi, 28th May 20008

Copies to:

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church

· Representatives of the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine

· Representatives of other Christian Churches
· Ministry of Home Affairs of Ukraine

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine

· Governor of Lvov Mr. M. Kmet

· Head of State Security Committee, Lvov

· Head of State Security Committee, Kiev

· Head of State Committee of Nationalities and Religions, Kiev
· Head of UVIRFHO (passport department), Lvov

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua
