Letters from our brothers in Christ

A source from the Czech Republic
Date: Sun, June 8, 2008 
To: “community” <community@catholic.org>
Dear brothers and Your Excellencies in episcopal service,

I regularly read Your topical letters on Your web page and I am quite alarmed over the fact that for the meantime it seems as if You were losing for the truth and spiritual revival. The silence on the part of supreme Church hierarchy has already been rather long, reminding of the Father’s silence when they were crucifying Jesus Christ. I just hope that at last the resurrection will come in Your matter and enable Your effective work in accomplishing the revival of the Church. Or will it just be bloodless martyrdom that will remain in secret from this world but will bear seeds of a new revival although You will not be visible as bishops of the Church of Christ? We think that no bishop wants to burn his fingers with Your cause and simply has fear. They fear lest some shadow of suspicion should be cast on them that they help You, now when untruthful information and artificially formed negative opinion are being spread about You.
We pray to our Lord, that Peter of the present time may pronounce on Your question and through him Jesus Christ Himself. That he not leave You without response in a dark night.
Devoted to Christ, X. 
Reply:
Dear brother in episcopal service,

thank You for Your encouragement as well as for giving voice to the silence which You compare to the Father’s silence in the moment of Christ’s crucifixion. 
As for resurrection, when and how will it be, and whether we will live to see it, is God’s concern.

What plans God has with Ukraine and Russia and to what extent our mission will be able to bring in here the Spirit of Christ we fully commit into God’s hands. We, foreigners, two from Moravia and one from Slovakia, have no national tensions in relation to the Ukrainians or Russians. Their sincere Slavonic souls are a territory not only for our unity in Christ. But finally, the decisive element is what spirit one will receive and whom one will serve – whether Christ or the spirit of lie!
This fight is taking place in the hearts of Ukrainians, whether Greek Catholics or the Orthodox.

We thank You for Your prayer, that through Peter of the present time Christ Himself may speak to Ukraine and to Russia.

In Christ,

the bishops of the UGCC

+ Markian, OSBM

+ Samuel

+ Metoděj, OSBM 

+ Eliáš, OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 14th June 2008

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua

Archdiocese of Lyon

Fr. Bruno de Belloy

Secretary

Monsignor,

Cardinal Barbarin received Your Pastoral letter of 27th April 2008 and thanks You for it. 

He prays that unity among Christ’s disciples would not cease to develop. With faith in the risen Christ as well as in the gift of the Holy Spirit he assures You of his prayers and of his cordial devotion. 

+ I. Barbarin

Reply:

Cardinal I. Barbarin

Archbishopric of Lyon

France

Your Eminence, 

thank You for Your encouraging words relating to Christ’s disciples, that their unity may develop without cease. We know from experience that if at least two people are to make true unity in Christ, our old self has to die! Then, on this fundament, the risen Christ and the gifts of the Holy Spirit can work through the living faith. Indeed, this all is also a matter of a devout prayer, as You expressed this whole substance in a few sentences. We wish You the same. May the Lord bless You and work through You powerfully not only in Your diocese and in France, but later in the whole Church as well! 

In Christ,

+ Metoděj, OSBM 

+ Eliáš, OSBM

+ Samuel

+ Markian, OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 9th June 2008
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