19th December 2004

Lviv

Rota Romana

RES: LIBELLUS LITIS

On the base of the CCEO can. 1185, we are bringing an accusation against the General Superior of the Order of Saint Basil the Great, Fr. Vasylij Kovbyč, who by his legal acts (three out-of-court punitive decrees containing false accusations) caused to us a great moral harm, and committed an abuse of the Church authority that he was entrusted with by the Church – (CCEO can. 1464, can. 1455, can. 1452). 

Explanation:

We, the below-subscribed, worked in the years 2003 and 2004 in the OSBM monastery in Pidhirci (Diocese of Sokal) – Ukraine. The Superior of the monastery was Fr. ThLic Roman Šelepko, OSBM. We were giving recollections and doing a mission throughout western Ukraine by consent of the previous Provincial Superior, Fr. Josef Budaj, OSBM, and by consent of the bishops of the respective dioceses. Our spiritual activities were met by approximately 20 000 believers and had a positive response (see the Documents “C“). That was why some OSBM members began to blacken us. The situation worsened when Fr. ThLic Hryhorij Hrynkiv, OSBM, became the new Provincial Superior. At the General Assembly taking place in July 2004, a proposal was made to cease our mission activity and to dissolve our community. 

We wanted to have this conflict settled in a peaceful way and that was why on 4th July 2004 we applied to the General Assembly to enable us a transition to a monastery “sui iuris“ subordinate to a diocesan bishop on the base of the CCEO can. 544 and can. 545 (see the Documents “B“ № 1). Some of the fathers of the General Assembly favoured this solution. 

After our application for an establishment of (and a transition to) a monastery “sui iuris“, a systematic, morally liquidating process began from the side of our higher Superiors, aiming to morally blacken us and exclude from OSBM, so that none of the bishops would accept us. 

The Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk (Diocese of Kolomyja-Chernivtsi) (died 12th December 2004) gave us a written consent to establish and pass to a monastery (see the Documents “B“ № 4). We sent this written consent to the Congregation for Oriental Churches; however, after being visited by the General Superior, bishop Pavlo Vasylyk vetoed the consent.

 Regrettably to say, the General Assembly gave no reply to our request but on 13th July 2004 without any reason and with a clear purpose they liquidated the Delegature of Saint Prokop in Czech Republic (CR), of which four of us were members. This was a kind of punishment and caused a moral harm to 21 monks though they had done nothing wrong. The Decree of the Abolishment of the Delegature OSBM in CR has not been officially delivered  to its Superior yet. However, copies of that liquidation document were sent with a concrete aim to several bishops of Czech and Slovak Republics and Ukraine. Moreover, this liquidation decree together with two other documents (№ 313 and 314/2004 – issued by the Ukrainian Province  OSBM) were passed to Ukrainian state authorities and police, with an aim to invalidate religious visa and deport some of us from Ukraine. This brought about a great scandal among many believers who witnessed a not really welcome “visit“ by the employees of the Security Service of Ukraine (police), the Religious Department and the District Council deputy in the monastery in Pidhirci on 6th  August 2004. 

Several days before, on 1st August 2004, came the Protoconsultor of the General Superior, Fr. H. Viomar, OSBM, and the Provincial Superior, Fr. H. Hrynkiv, OSBM, with about 20 monks, and they were trying to physically  throw us out from the monastery; however, they had no official documents. They came unexpectedly and had no moral reason to treat us like that. (A protocol of these events – see the Documents “B“ № 3). 

We tried to settle this more and more intensifying conflict in a peaceful way and therefore, we asked for a common dialogue between the higher Superiors and us in presence of the local Bishop Michael Koltun. However, our higher Superiors refused an invitation by Bishop Michael Koltun to this common dialogue. 

Then, a period of blackening followed from the side of Basilian fathers (see the Documents “B“ № 6,7,8,9), which resulted in a visitation by the General Superior in the Pidhirci monastery in the days 17th September – 6th October 2004. Unfortunately, the General Superior was not seeking truth, nor a reasonable common solution to the conflict, but he was trying to invent some accusations without any serious ground, aiming to blacken us and exclude from the Order. An evidence of this is his later three canonical reproofs as well as the fact that he did not let two brothers: br. Dmytro A. Karpa and Kyrylo S. Žuk to renew their temporary vows. 

After the visitation by the General Superior, we were inflicted with three canonical reproofs within a short period of time without any legal proceedings and without a chance to defend ourselves. In the third canonical reproof, we were ordered to give back our habit and announced that we had been excluded from the OSBM, in spite of the  fact that the decree has not yet been accredited by the Apostolic See – (The Congregation for Oriental Churches) in accordance with the CCEO can. 500 §4. 

All the three canonical reproofs, their  subject being a suspension and exclusion from the Order without any legal proceedings, are an abuse of the authority that was entrusted to the General Superior, Fr. Vasylij Kovbyč, OSBM, by the Church. The General Superior disregarded all points of the CCEO can. 1486 §1 which must be followed when inflicting a punishment out of court. 

Besides, the accusations in the canonical reproofs are not true and they are a conscious blackening of religious persons with an aim of their moral liquidation. The above-mentioned canonical reproofs and our replies together with testimonies by people  are contained in the Documents “A“. 

The Congregation for Oriental Churches knew of the whole affair from its beginning (see the Documents “B“ № 2,5). The copies of the canonical reproofs and our appeals were sent there, too. Unfortunately, they have sent us no reply (see CCEO can. 998). 

On 18th November 2004, we brought an accusation against the General Superior to the Apostolic Signature (see the Document “A“ № 18). The Apostolic Signature passed the accusation to the Congregation for Oriental Churches, which verbally notified us that they were not going to discuss the case yet. 

That is why we are turning to “Rota Romana“, and we kindly ask You for a help and a court treatment of the case. 

We have committed no offence, we are no sect and no heretics, as it is purposefully spread about us by some religious persons. 

A witness for our work might be given for example by Bishop Sofron Mudryj, OSBM, or Bishop Michael Koltun, in whose dioceses we were doing a mission for doctors, teachers, lawyers, students and pensioners, and giving a recollection to all seminarists as well as to all priests together with their wives from the Sokal diocese. These bishops also openly stood up for the defence of our cause at the Synod of the bishops of the Halič metropolitanate that took place in Zarvanycja. 

We are applying for:

1) A nullification of all the three canonical reproofs.

2) A moral atonement for our credit by means of an establishment of a monastery “sui iuris“ as well as by enabling us, the below-subscribed, a transition to this monastery. 

Reason:

Four of us have perpetual vows in the Order of Papal law. We want to stay monks even further; however, after these, above-mentioned events and in the present situation, it is morally and psychologically impossible to remain in the OSBM. 

In Christ,

Fr. ThLic Roman Šelepko, OSBM (the former Superior of the monastery)

Fr. ThDr. Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM

Fr. ThDr. Metoděj Špiřík, OSBM

Fr. ThLic Markian Hitiuk, OSBM

Fr. (Samuel) Robert Oberhauser

br. (Dmytro) Andrij Karpa

br. (Kyrylo) Sergij Žuk

Address:

Монастир ЧСВВ

с. Підгірці

Р-н Бродівський

Обл. Львівська

80660

Україна

