The main points of the reform

His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Città del Vaticano

Your Holiness,

in this year 2007 we wish You the fullness of God’s graces and protection of the Mother of God. 

This 7th year which now begins is the first sabbatical year in the third millenium. We are aware that the seventh day, the seventh year is the time when one has to turn his sight more to God and seek His face and His will. Not only the prophets but even our Saviour Himself emphasizes the necessity of conversion and repentance (Jas 5:20; Lk 13:1f). This basic element is emphasized also in the apparitions of the Holy Virgin (Lourdes, Fatima …). The whole Church must repent: dicasteries, cardinals, bishops, religious, teachers of theology, priests, all movements and finally believers and every individual, too. 

However, this duty includes even You as the successor of St. Peter. He also repented and that was why he became great and set a pattern for many. 

1) In what field are You, Your Holiness, to repent? 

Your repentance is connected with the office You have been encharged with. You are responsible for the whole Church and the Church is in a very serious crisis nowadays.

In this year the time has matured for You to make a necessary spiritual operation, namely to pronounce by the full power of Your authority, i.e. “ex catedra” on the matters which are related to faith and morals. It regards above all these two main fields:

a) Historic-critical theology – method (HCT) j

b) False interpretation of the declaration “Nostra aetate” of the Second Vatican Council as well as the issue of interreligious dialogue, and the question of mission and reevangelization connected with it. This field also includes the abuse of the peace prayers of Your predecessor John Paul II, which took place in Assisi in 1986 and 2002. This gesture is referred to by the bishop who let the Shrine in Fatima be profaned, and not only by him…

Connected with this is also the question of religious globalization and of the spirit of the New Age which is spreading inside the Catholic Church. 

It would be a false mercy if a doctor rejected to operate on a seriously ill patient in order not to cause him pain and therefore the patient would die.

Besides this operation towards the revival of the Church it is likewise necessary to make a reform of the formation of priests. In the previous elaborations we proposed a model which was also used by our Master and Saviour Himself, namely a model of discipleship. Christ nowadays needs disciples, not scientific workers who for the most part open themselves to intellectual pride and to all kinds of heresies. It is logical that without initiating into the solid life of faith and following of Christ these are not able to bring anyone to salvation, on the contrary, they become the biggest infestants of the Church. 

2) A reform of dicasteries

Dicasteries act in Your name and in Your authority, which is a tragedy when there rules an opposite spirit. This is a nonsense! Card. A. Sodano guarded the key posts and installed such people who had the same spirit as him; however, that spirit was not identical with the Spirit of Christ.

We have experience in relation to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (COCh) whose abolishment we suggested. The reality is that COCh has been enforcing a policy of gradual liquidation of our Eastern Church UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church). Up to this time they e.g. support episcopal consecration of such candidates only who are destroying our identity by their spirit of schism.

For the good of our Eastern Church the only way out of this situation is the abolishment of this Congregation. 

3) A reform of cardinals

The main line for them is to have the same Spirit of Christ as You, to make internal unity with You and to be willing to support You in this historic time in the reform of the Church which is now facing You.

Those who have this unity and have the strength and courage to carry out the reform – revival – together with You, those you should entrust with tasks and responsibility. Those who will not manage to do it, those should support You morally at least. Those who will stand up against – and usually these are very active but in a different spirit (Card. M. Vlk, Card. W. Kasper, Card. L. Husar…) – will thereby give an evidence that if in such a vitally important matter as the internal reform of the Church they do not make unity, they do not belong to the Church. Then it is necessary to separate such people even externally and to deprive them of the title of cardinal and of the influence in the Church because their activity is to the Church’s detriment. Without this purification the reform cannot come.

How is it possible to discern a cardinal who has received the spirit of the reform from the one who has an opposite spirit?

a) If he will concretely realize the purification from HCT in the bishops’ conference, in seminaries and on the territory he is responsible for.

b) If he will realize the purification from the false interpretation of Nostra aetate, again on the territory he was entrusted with. 

Today these two things are the litmus-paper for a safe discernment of who in the Church serves Christ and who serves antichrist.

4) A reform of bishops

Concerning the election of new bishops we proposed that this election should not be secret but public. Why? In order to prevent an abuse of secret choice for the election of such persons whose activity would be to the detriment of the Church. This model of public election may be tested for a period of 10 years. Set as an example of bishop may be St. Paul who was a man of prayer, wholly rooted in Christ, full of the Spirit; he was fighting against heresies, doing a mission and preaching a true life in Christ. For the sake of Jesus and the flock entrusted he was ready to lay down his life, and he even did. 

These biblical conditions must be set as a norm of election. Till this time the norm of election has been as follows: a liberal priest opened to the world and a diplomatist and manager at the same time. However, the Church needs bishops opened not to the world but, on the contrary, opened to God, and she by no means needs “diplomatists” who betray God and are even able diplomatically to make this betrayal look like a virtue. These are not fighting for Christ and for souls. What is such diplomacy good for if it serves a different spirit?

So what is the concrete form of repentance for bishops? To be in full unity with You in striving after a reform – revival of the Church – in a particular diocese. That means to receive Your obligatory pronouncement on the two most topical issues and to concrete it:

a) HCT – to control the education in seminaries (professors, students, literature) so that it should not contain HCT, and, on the other hand, to secure a new formation of priests (see elaborations on discipleship, www.community.org.ua).

b) To dissociate oneself from the false interpretation of Nostra aetate, particularly to accentuate in seminaries and at the diocesan meetings of the clergy that the way of salvation in Jesus Christ and the compilations of pagan myths and philosophies are two diametrically different things. Therefore it is necessary to put stress on mission and reevangelization in a new power of the Spirit and to create concrete conditions towards their realization by way of a new formation of priests. 

An important element of the reform: to restore canonical punishments for bishops, so that these punishments will be the same as in the early centuries. Bishops were punished more strictly than priests and laymen since they held a more responsible office. In the present time the biggest trespass to the detriment of the Church is committed by such bishop who blocks the spirit of reform. An appropriate punishment is to deprive him of his office. 

5) A reform of religious

The litmus-paper of a reform of spirit in the religious life is again the above-mentioned two issues. 

This concretely means: who wanted to become a priest or was appointed a master for new religious, the one had to go through these two poisonous channels: HCT, false interpretation of Nostra aetate and syncretism ensuing from it. That is why the superiors have a duty to see to it that their religious be not sent for theological studies to such schools which have not opened themselves to the spirit of reform. It is also necessary to see to it that the religious be not spiritually poisoned by literature coming from these two channels. 

Within the framework of the reform the superiors should emphasize the substance again, which is the living relation to Christ, and create such conditions in which the religious could be formed through an interior Christ-centric prayer. The indispensable precondition is a total break with various yogi and zen-buddhist practices. A deterrent example is the activity of Jesuit fathers (but it is not only them) who by means of recollection founded on the basis of oriental “mysticism” introduce the New Age spirit. 

We propose a concrete programme in this sabbatical year: that in this year 2007 the religious persons should not watch TV at all and instead of it spend at least one hour daily in an interior prayer. (David Wilkerson resolved to make this step and the fruit – a spiritual awakening among the drug addicts in New York.) 

6) A reform of priests

If priests are to receive the spirit of reform, in the concrete it again means: 

a) To renounce the spirit of HCT as the whole generation has been affected by this heretical formation.

b) To renounce the spirit of false interpretation of Nostra aetate which paralyzes the spirit of zealousness and evangelization. 

This double renouncement is the first stage of the conversion from the spirit of the world which then needs to be completed by actively receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit. In His light and power it is possible to build up a deep interior unity with Christ as well as with the fellow brothers in clerical service. This life of true communion is built on 4 biblical pillars (see Acts 2:42) – the Eucharist, prayer, fraternal community and apostolic teaching. This model of life, which is the model of the early Church in Jerusalem, can subsequently be applied by them in their parishes and they can thus bring these dying parishes over to a spiritual resurrection. (see Decentralization of religious sisters, Discipleship – new formation; www.community.org.ua)

7) A reform in seminaries and theological faculties

The curriculum must not include heretical teachings, i.e.: a) HCT; b) false interpretation of Nostra aetate. On the contrary, it must be founded on practical discipleship. (see Renewal of discipleship and of services in the Church, www.community.org.ua) 

How does this historic-critical theology shape and influence the whole Church?

A seminarist is for example praying a deep prayer of St. Basil which is intended for thanksgiving after the Holy Communion; however, instead of the content of prayer he automatically meditates whether the text was written by St. Basil or whether according to the modern historic-critical method we are to ascribe it to a pseudo-Basil. The result is that he gains no spiritual profit from the prayer.
An even worse situation is in relation to the Scripture. A priest or a seminarist who has beforehand been indoctrinated with the whole HCT apparatus, reads the Holy Scripture in such a way that he thinks by means of “Kantian categories” of HCT, that is by means of this learned filter system. The result is that he no longer believes in the reality of a miracle or an event from the Gospel, the trueness of this event is simply inaccessible to him. The practical consequence of this is that instead of biblical and saving faith he has only a so-called Christian outlook which brings salvation neither to him nor to the sheep entrusted to him. 

Similarly a priest for example reads and explains to people the epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians. It is written there: “I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the mark in every letter of mine; it is the way I write.” (2Tes 3:17) In his theological studies he has learned and been convinced that the apostle Paul, in fact, did not write it. What living faith in Christ and what moral strength can such a priest give to people if he is going to explain the rest of the epistle and similarly even the other letters of the apostle Paul in this spirit of doubt and unbelief?

How can then a priest be a witness to people who have found themselves in critical situations, and witness them of the resurrection of Christ in relation to their problems if according to HCT resurrection is not a historical but some “trans-historical event”? In the view of HCT resurrection has very little in common with the reality and the less so with a concrete problem of man. Then one will find a far greater hope and a seeming solution to the problem e.g. in the hinduist teaching on reincarnation. Through HCT the Gospel and whole Christianity turns into a straw and is thus deprived of its substance and saving faith.

8) A reform of movements

a) The Focolare movement 

The most problematic is the question of the Focolare movement inside the Catholic Church. Here one can fully apply God’s word: “Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say: ‘Who sees us and who knows us?’” (Isa 29:15) This movement will either open to a reform and repent, or it will become a Trojan horse and a fatal blow to the Church and therefore it will have to be dissolved, even though among its members there are more than 300 bishops and more than 10 cardinals. 

What is it that this Focolare movement must repent of? To uproot the spirit of HCT, whose fruit is religious syncretism in this movement. They use Catholic terminology, Catholic structures, but yet the spirit there is different than the Spirit of Christ, the spirit of repentance, the spirit of truth and of true Catholic and Christian identity. The fruit is that among its members this movement has even buddhists and hinduists. (The founder Chiara L. received from them several doctorates of honour, introduced a prem-yoga and opened herself to the spirit hidden behind yoga meditations and vibrations.) 

In Focolare one comes across a confusion of terms, biblical terms are given a different content. It must be clearly defined what is love and what is not, what is unity in Christ and what is unity with the world and with sin or paganism. 

Chiara L. should renounce the spirit of Jezebel, i.e. distortion. Outwardly she keeps a Catholic image, but in result of syncretism the whole movement is closed to the Holy Spirit, spirit of truth and repentance, and therefore even the words about Jesus forsaken are in her mouth only a phrase to confuse plain believers. 

A warning against usurpation of Church power

This movement has managed to build up a strong organization and has thus become a hidden sect inside the Church, which has launched into the building of an external structure by help of psychological methods to the detriment of the substance and that is opening oneself for the spirit of truth, i.e. repentance and a living relation to Jesus Christ. The truth must not be said in Focolare, that goes counter to love, they say. Chiara declared with self-confidence: “One day the Church will wake up and everything around and inside will be Focolarini.” Speaking about unity she does not mean a true biblical unity with Christ, which requires enmity with the spirit of the world, but, on the contrary, she means globalization with this spirit (of the world). 

Experience in relation to the Focolare movement from the Czech Republic

Within 15 years of the rule of Focolare (Card. M. Vlk, Archbp. J. Graubner, Bp. L. Hučko and others) in the Church in CR 1.000.000 (20%) believers have fallen away from the Catholic Church. The enclosed letter to Card. A. Vallini and the legal action against Bp. L. Hučko in the matter of thefts and cheats give a true picture of the machinations and intrigues of the Focolare movement. 

Inviting You, Your Holiness, to CR in this year 2007 from the part of Card. M. Vlk, who is a prominent representative of the Focolare movement, is a hypocrisy. They want to abuse Your visit to cover their offences against the Church in CR and to justify thereby the whole Focolare movement. The true benefit for the Church in CR will be when You will not delay the retirement (17th May 2007) of the Archbishop of Prague Card. M. Vlk not even by one day. Install, please, into the leadership of the Church in CR a man of God, an adherent of Your reform and let there be at least 3 new bishops consecrated who will share internal unity with You in the reform started.

Then by Your visit You will sustain not the offences of Focolare but the line of a true revival. 

b) Charismatic movement

Though it had a good beginning, in the present time the charismatic renewal many times has a greater tendency to open to the spirit of the world than traditional Catholicism. Though the core of this movement is sound and leads to the enlivening of the Church, they must also repent and return to the original and true zealousness and then advance to the second stage which is the following of Christ, walking in the Spirit and building of a sound community. The charismatic movement must also have the courage to stand up against the covert forms of occultism. 

9) A reform in Ukraine

No reform can come so long as Card. L. Husar is on the post of the head of UGCC and until in his place You install a man of God who will share the programme of the reform with You. We still insist on the legal action Libellus litis against Card. L. Husar from 1st November 2006. 

10) What is the fruit of these two poisonous channels (HCT and false interpretation of Nostra aetate)

Up to the present days they have been introducing a spirit of atheism and syncretism, and as they are penetrating through the whole Church at all levels, they are growing into a single line which allows no alternative and drives the Holy Spirit out of the Church. His place is given to the spirit of the New Age. Heretics inside the Church made unity around R. Bultmann and his school and in that unity they spread the heresy of HCT to all theological formation centres throughout the world. 

Just as these two streams managed to create a system for a contamination of the Church, so the reform also needs effectively to penetrate all structures. Moreover, this reform should be enlivened by the prophetic office and spirit. 

Conclusion: 

That the reform of the bleeding body of the Church may be true and effective, it necessarily requires repentance from the part of dicasteries, cardinals, bishops, priests, seminarists, religious and movements, particularly in these two essential aspects: a) uprooting of the spirit of HCT; b) uprooting of the spirit of false interpretation of Nostra aetate (i.e. an uncritical and unbiblical view of pagan religions and their practices).

Why exactly these two points are so strategic for the accomplishment of the reform? HCT leads to an internal apostasy from the living faith to practical atheism. Nostra aetate then opens the door so that the unbelieving heart may be filled with another spirit and Christianity may thus be transferred to a new spirituality of the New Age. 

Your Holiness, the whole Church today is waiting for Your declaration “ex catedra” right on these two most relevant issues. Only then the Spirit of Christ may return into the Church in power and a new Pentecost may start indeed, as the Pope John XXIII prayed for it at the opening of the Second Vatican Council. 

Praying for You and asking for Your blessing, 

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM 

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 1st January 2007 

Copies:

- Cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church 

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region,Ukraine

www.community.org.ua
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