His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Major excommunication on Cardinal L. Husar
According to CCEO, to Card. L. Husar applies the punishment of a major excommunication – can. 1437 CCEO: “One who refuses subjection to the supreme authority of the Church (i.e. to the Holy Father – Supreme Shepherd) is to be punished as a schismatic with a major excommunication.”
Cardinal L. Husar committed a number of external deeds by which he showed his insubordination to the Holy Father:

1) Concerning common celebration of the Eucharist with the Orthodox: the Pope and Card. L. Husar have completely contradictory attitudes in this matter.

2) Card. L. Husar lets himself be publicly titled a patriarch. Each priest has to profess him so in the Liturgy in spite of the fact that he is no patriarch and the Holy Father has never proclaimed him to be one, notwithstanding his repeated requests.

3) Card. L. Husar compels all priests of the UGCC to address their faithful, our Greek Catholics, in the Liturgy as schismatics. He should be punished therefor as a schismatic according to can. 1437 CCEO.

4)  He appropriated the right to publicly excommunicate us, four bishops of the UGCC, and that even without any trial, though his excommunication was uttered unclearly and is illegitimate. By this gesture, instead of waiting for the statement of the Holy Father, he publicly usurped the right to pronounce excommunication and thereby boycotted both the Holy Father and the CCEO. This gesture is a public expression of disobedience to the supreme authority. 
The next canon applying to Card. L. Husar is can. 1436 §1 CCEO: “One who denies a truth which must be believed with divine and catholic faith, or who calls it into doubt, or who totally repudiates the Christian faith... is to be punished as a heretic or an apostate with a major excommunication.”
Card. L. Husar trespasses against this canon above all by the spirit, but also by his oral as well as written statements (see e.g. the book by A. Arzhakovskyi “Discussions with His Beatitude Card. L.H.” ). He does not proclaim the clear doctrine of the Church and if this doctrine is proclaimed, he disintegrates and liquidates it (e.g.: Liquidation of the recollection which preached the necessity to receive Christ as one’s God, Saviour and Lord. It annoyed him most that the people became converted.)
1) He established the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) and takes the responsibility for the fact that it promotes heresies of the historic-critical theology which in their essence deny the Divinity of Christ as well as the inspiration of the Holy Scripture.

2) Divination: He himself publicly declared that he practises divination by pendulum, which is a sin against the First Commandment of God and by which he turns to demonic powers.

We, unlike Card. L. Husar, want to call things truly, as they are. Yes, these are trespasses for which he falls under the supreme punishment of a major excommunication. However, he is not automatically excommunicated as this is not a punishment latae sententiae. The Eastern Church (CCEO) only recommends these punishments since punishments on the strength of law itself do not exist there. This punishment (a major excommunication) may be imposed on Card. L. Husar only by the Holy Father. And similarly, we as bishops can be excommunicated only by the Holy Father. Yet there is a big difference between us and Card. L. Husar – we did not break God’s law, and the seeming trespass (our consecration) we did for the good and salvation of the Church. On the contrary, Card. L. Husar does break God’s law; he thus harms the Church and causes her liquidation.
Conclusion

Your Holiness, Card. L. Husar has unlawfully usurped Your power and illegitimately excommunicated us, four bishops, whereby he has stood against Your authority. 
We as successors to the apostles have warned of the reasons for which Card. L. Husar should be excommunicated:
1) as a heretic – for trespasses against the substance of the faith (can. 1436 CCEO).

2) as a schismatic – for disobedience to You (can. 1437 CCEO).

Your Holiness, please, You Yourself solve the problem of major excommunications for the good of the Church.
Yours in Christ,

the bishops of UGCC

+ Eliáš A. Dohnal OSBM

+ Metoděj R. Špiřík OSBM

+ Markian V. Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel R. Oberhauser
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