Material and spiritual temple
To Bishops of 
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC)
Your Excellency,

our close fellow brother was given a blessing by a bishop to start building a church. We advised him to proceed wisely, following the pattern of the Orthodox who in the territory where there is a majority of Greek Catholics always build a provisional hangar first, which for a certain period serves as a church, and when they win people’s (Greek Catholics’) attendance then after several years they build up their own church. Unfortunately, a certain helper offered to take the building works into his hands. He refused the proposal of “the Orthodox model” and began to realize another way of construction by building the underground room of the church. 
It holds true that whenever one is building something which will contribute to the spread of God’s kingdom, there arises tension and a lot of misunderstanding among those who take part in the building works. One then needs wisdom but even more humility, one needs literally to give up all one’s ideas, so that God may give His blessing and the construction may be completed.

On this example we realized several regularities connected with the building of not only physical but mainly spiritual temples in Ukraine.

We came to this precept:

1) We should humbly receive the experience which the Orthodox have in relation to mission. They build small hangars, first they found a parish and then beside this wooden provisionality, e.g. after 10 years, they start to build a practical small bricken church. This way is tested. Why we also could not build such small provisionalities in big towns and found parishes there? And further – why could we in return, or on their pattern, not start to build such small churches in the big towns of Eastern Ukraine and send our priests to do a mission there and win new believers? The problem is only in the fact that we do not think in this way. Why could students of theology not help such a priest with a mission and with the construction of a provisional chapel? The thing is simple – to buy a piece of land, an old house and within two or three weeks the provisionality is built! Certainly, this mission could be carried out first of all by the religious of OSBM. Regrettably, their formation is on such a high philosophical level that after three years of the study of Kant in their seminary in Bryukhovychi they not only have no more zeal but after the following years of study – in order to be also on an even higher theological level – they lose even the last remains of faith and sound Christian principles. How much blessing could our order bring for whole Ukraine if the key posts in seminaries were occupied by converted teachers! Several times we have proposed that we would undertake this task; however, the leadership of the Order can see neither the present spiritual decay nor the vision of a true renewal. For the time being we can do just one thing – to call, to warn. We can do nothing more!

2) The next problem is the formation of intending priests. The seminaries have taken over a six- or even seven-year-long system of study from the West, in which the students are for three years hammered in the modern philosophy, especially the one of Kant (example – the seminary OSBM in Bryukhovychi, Ukraine). The students thus turn into spiritual pharisees, instead of leading them to modesty, to a living faith and to the substance of Christianity one develops their pride. What would be sufficient? A small seminary, three years of spiritual formation along with missionary work, including holidays, but of such formation that would deal with true discipleship. And above all – to pray with them. To help them acquire a habit of interior prayer. This is not possible only in theoretical way. And then studying on knees the most essential things in order that they are not led away from the substance by intellectualism, academism or ritualism. Then to set them the task to build in some place the above-mentioned hangar. The fellow brothers – students – can help each other during the holidays with this building. After three years the fit candidates could be ordained priests on condition that they will go through three more years of formation supplementarily. This supplementary formation would involve spending three days a week in a small group. On the first day they would pray, on the next day the prayer would be complemented by a discussion over the Word of God and its realization in one’s life. On the third day the prayer would be complemented by study. After finishing these three years they would get the programme of a new life and mission based on half-monastic life. It would mean to live three days a week in a desert in a community according to Acts 4:32 built on the basic pillars of spiritual life, that is on prayers, study of the Scripture, brotherly unity (koinonia), so that they could afterwards do a team-work and specialize in the training of disciples even in their parishes. So it is necessary to build new parishes according to the model of the early Church in Jerusalem and also according to the vision of the revival of Christianity as it was understood by St. Basil who revived this model of Jerusalem Church again. 

This spiritual reform, in contradistinction to the liturgical one, stems right in the apostolic times – it consists in the receiving of the apostolic teaching as well as of this living and apostolic tradition of faith and life! God will then confirm His work not only by numerous but even by great miracles! (cf. Acts 4:33)

There is now a cathedral being built in Kiev, which, however, has still not been finished and there have already been millions of dollars spent in vain. For this money one could have built up at least 30-50 small bricken churches along with a subterranean space and there could have been a great mission for Christ in Kiev! Unfortunately...

Koinonia – brotherly community

Our testimony: In our brotherly community we have endeavoured after internal unity almost for 20 years. We have gone through various stages. The foundation upon which our community is built is common interior prayer from which stem the following spiritual talks. After acquiring the habit of prayer we could proceed to other forms of interior purification as of individual so of the whole community, too, and gain experience that indeed, where two or three make interior unity, Jesus is in the midst and may work (cf. Mt 18:19f). On such foundation it is possible to seek God’s will in common and to work in a team. What is absolutely normal in the outer respect in every business – in every factory where cooperation and specialization are used – is extremely difficult in spiritual life. 

Therefore towards creating interior unity it is not enough just to work together but it is necessary to pray together, to communicate with one another and with sincere heart to seek together God’s will for the individual and for the whole community!
Here one principle must be taken into account – even two people in the world will not be able to build true unity unless they both resolve to deny themselves and their will for Christ’s sake. Common good will, that means to want good, to want truth, is no more sufficient in this stage! Here one must have the elementary and radical attitude of pure love to the Lord Jesus as expressed by the Apostle: “For Your sake, (Jesus), we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter” (Rom 8:36), or “we had the sentence of death in ourselves that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead” (2Cor 1:9).
The hardest fight is with our corrupted nature, that is with our old self whose place is on the cross (see Rom 6:6; Gal 2:20), so that Christ may live in us afterwards. If the old self controls our thinking and if our will and our reason have the last word, then Christ cannot live in us, perhaps He can just scrape along, but not live! And here the law of algebra is effective to a certain extent that two negatives make an affirmative. If I together with my brother give in Christ the negative of my old self and the negative of his old self on Christ’s cross, it will make the affirmative of God’s life – “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal 2:20). Therefore the most effective form of true purification is a living community where blows the spirit of truth and repentance.
Regrettably, to speak about the unity of diocesan priests is very hard. Briefly said – everyone goes his own way. And what about monasteries? They are rather like hotels where one just passes the nights and where people consecrated to God live beside each other but not together in Christ! The model of the early community is not only for the religious, for the students of theology, priests, but also for every Christian!!! In the future probably no other form of Christianity will stand!

The fact that we have been resurrected with Christ, that Christ lives in us, man recognizes in certain moments in which the Lord gives light and then one is absolutely clear about it in that situation, even though it is hard to express it by words. Without true prayer, that is without a true relation to our Saviour, this recovering and purificatory process is impossible.

When we look at the situation in the Church, we perceive that the future of the Church is in small living communities which should make the basis of the new model of a parish. Early Christians gathered in the temple and from house to house (cf. Acts 2:46). But mind! There must be the Spirit of God, not the spirit of the New Age or the spirit of historic-critical theology! Church-going Christianity, i.e. just going to the church, is not enough today. It is necessary to build a living Church, living communities. 

Regrettably, as monks we have to state that the majority of religious communities group in themselves various individual characters who live beside one another, have good will, to a certain extent tolerate each other so that they may have peace, or they are even able to cooperate with one another to a certain extent, but this still is not “the launching into the deep” where one can then in faith live the unity in truth and in Christ.

Concerning Focolare unity, it is just a mockery to the real biblical unity. Naturally, there are some good elements; however, it lacks the spirit of repentance, the spirit of truth. Without it there can be no unity with Christ and in Christ, and Jesus can live neither in the individual nor in the community, because the primary hindrance here is the old self which must be given on the cross.

So a living community must have sound foundations of the Gospel, there must be the spirit of truth there and there must be converted and renewed people who consciously gave Jesus the first place in their lives and are willing to follow Him!

This true unity of early Christians is vital not only for religious but it is necessary to form towards it the whole new generation of priests. It is necessary to train up for it even the young men who will live their lives in families. Then these Christ’s disciples will also be His true witnesses, similarly as were the early Christians in Jerusalem who were of one heart and one soul (cf. Acts 4:32) and about whom people said: Look at them, how they love each other. They gave to God’s hands even the necessary material provision: “They had all things in common” – commune. The contrary to it was Communism with its godless philosophy, and its fruit was gulags and concentration camps. 

When the crisis in the Church started, St. Basil saw her renewal just in the reviving of the model of the early Christian community.

Introduction of the celebration of the Lord’s Day in a due manner i.e. building it on four bearing pillars (see Acts 2:42), is the rudiment of the spiritual resurrection of the Church and nation.

So much in brief as to the building of material and spiritual temple.

In Christ,
Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM 

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM
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