Mission in Ukraine

Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Dear fathers of the Church,

You along with the Holy Father Benedict XVI bear in this time the responsibility for the Church before God and before the whole world. We are turning to You so that in these days You could encourage the Holy Father to make historic steps towards the spiritual renewal of the Eastern Catholic Church (UGCC) in Ukraine. Similarly You should encourage him towards the manifest gesture “ex catedra” (see letter from 1st January 2007), which will have a highly positive impact upon whole Christianity and will also support a common mission in Ukraine. Here under the rule of Communism all Christians made great sacrifices, most of all the Greek Catholics, for the sake of unity with Rome. Would to God that the blood of martyrs was not shed in vain! 
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I. The current state

UGCC is paralyzed, she is losing credit with the nation and thus from day to day even a chance of spiritual awakening. The head of UGCC is Cardinal L. Husar who introduces the spirit of the New Age and disguises it by phrases about Eastern spirituality. He has created a structure and gained control over the episcopate by installing his people. The centre of liberalism and spirit of the New Age is the so-called Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv where the main contents of the study is theology for seculars. In the forefront there is Dr. Boris Gudzyak (USA) as rector. Another soul of this institution is Dr. I. Datsko who came from Rome in 1990, he likewise is an American and a co-worker of L. Husar. Another personality is A. Arzhakovskyi, a postconfessional liberal from France who is not even a member of UGCC. The spirit which is represented by L. Husar and his closest co-workers is now concentrated at UCU. Moreover, the deceived students, seculars, have to pay for these studies. This liberal spirit from the West is disguised by Eastern ritualism, if possible by most Muscovite one. Space for some genuine repentance or sound and vital theology is not found here. Inconspicuous poison hidden behind theological terminology creates a delusive euphoria of the spiritual elite of UCU and in this spirit it forms the students not only intellectually but emotionally, too. These deceived seekers of truth and of Christ should realize that they become bearers of spiritual infection of the New Age in Ukraine. The students are promised a continuation of study in the West, which motivates many to make a career of lecturers of theology in Ukraine or abroad. These poisoned will liquidate the spirit of living faith wherever they come. This built-up structure is dangerous for UGCC and this problem needs to be solved, yet not by such hierarchs or visitators who have the same spirit themselves. 

Another centre of formation is the religious theological school OSBM in Lviv- Bryukhovychi. The school started 5 years ago. There is a silent prohibition in force at this school that no religious can be converted and none can follow Christ in truth. Perhaps a few partisans are scraping along here, but these are isolated and practically have no chance of holding out against the spirit that rules there. Although its tinge is slightly different than at UCU, the substance is the same. Great emphasis is put here on a study of philosophy, in particular of the philosophy of Kant. This philosophy is poured into the heads of students in all kind of brew during the whole period of their study. This naturally disposes them to receive the spirit of HCT which also has a space here. There is space even for an interreligious dialogue connected with syncretism. The spiritual life is superficial and so it has no influence upon a sound formation. This system was enforced here by the former General Superior who loves Kant; he himself comes from the West and promotes also the theology of liberation and other heresies such as the teaching of Chardin and the idea of Focolare. A year ago “the Holy Father Benedict XVI” allegedly “appointed him bishop”. How this term “to appoint someone a bishop” is misused! When the Holy Father will really appoint in truth sound Catholic priests to the posts of bishops in Ukraine, then it will rouse agitation and big protests; however, this is the only way how to open the door to a spiritual resurrection of UGCC and of Ukraine. In 1990, when the OSBM Order in Ukraine came out from underground, Poland offered them help. Tens of young religious men studied in Warsaw and went through a formation in the OSBM monastery there. Regrettably, that formation rather was a deformation. Its elementary condition was: there must not be anything living there, whatever life must be nipped in the bud! For that formation two young OSBM superiors earned episcopal titles. One of them ended as alcoholic and prematurely retired on an emeriture. 

The basic policy of Vatican, i.e. of Card. A. Sodano, likewise was – to nip in the bud whatever life – and to push liberal personalities to the leading posts in the Church. That policy bears unfortunate fruit in our UGCC. The old generation which came out from the underground Church experienced disappointment and now is practically pushed aside. The rule has been seized by that young generation of Basilians who have neither the Spirit of God nor the ideal of saving the souls. If the seminary in Bryukhovychi could start a new formation, it could bring an awakening in whole UGCC. We have pointed at this possibility several times expressing our willingness to take charge of the spiritual and theological formation together with our friends. The old generation was deceived and ridiculed, now they cannot but tolerate a new “spirituality” and a new lifestyle which unfortunately leads to a decay of the spiritual life. This spirit which came to us from the West is worse than the spirit of Communism which kept our UGCC in physical death for more than 40 years and Eastern Ukraine in slavery for more than 70 years. Contrary to it, the spirit of the New Age appears as help but it brings spiritual death, it is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. Four diocesan seminaries – Lviv, Drohobych, Ternopil and Ivano-Frankivsk are under a strong pressure of this New Age spirit dressed in so-called Eastern spirituality. By means of ritualism this spirit is supplying true conversion and true life in Christ. 

II. The conditions of spiritual awakening in Ukraine

We put a question to a certain reverend priest: What to do in order that a spiritual awakening may start in Ukraine? He did a bit of hard thinking and put it in rough words: “The best way would be to invite the bishops of UGCC to one place and throw down a bomb there.” We do not endorse this statement of his; however, this priest wanted to express the truth, that is to say that the greatest hindrance of the spiritual awakening in Ukraine is the present bishops. We replied to him: “The biggest problem and obstacle is the spirit to which some of the bishops have opened themselves, especially those who came from the West.” The problem will not be solved by a bomb, but by the withdrawal of Card. L. Husar through whom this spirit of the New Age is concentrated and maintained! However, supposing that the key position will be passed to Dr. I. Datsko (USA) or to someone similar, as e.g. the rector of UCU B. Gudzyak (USA), then the spirit of the New Age will not leave. The process of decay and liquidation of UGCC will continue in accordance with the programme of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and of the conclusions of Balamand. It does not suffice to withdraw L. Husar by reason of bad health (74 years and almost blind). Unless there is a sound moral personality installed to the forefront of UGCC, no awakening can start in Ukraine. The believers do not care about philosophizing, about some Kant or Chardin. People desire the living Christ, they want to know how to live by faith in practice, what is good and what is bad, what leads to eternal life and what leads to death. They need to have in the forefront men of God, not managers! Therefore in the first place it is necessary to begin with a reform of study and formation of the new generation of priests and religious and this necessitates an authoritative intervention from Rome. Rome owes Ukraine a big debt. Through Card. A. Sodano and through the Congregation for the Oriental Churches there have been people forced upon us in recent years who started a systematic liquidation of our Church. The sin and the crime of Card. A. Sodano is in the fact that against the will of the whole Bishops’ Synod, including three metropolitans, and against the canon law he forced upon us L. Husar, a bishop suspended for 17 years, and installed him as the head of UGCC with the intention of gradual liquidation of this Church. From 1990 to 1996 the policy of gradual liquidation of UGCC was realized by Dr. I. Datsko, the Secretary of Card. M. Lubachyvskyi, together with the Apostolic Nuncio A. Franko who had the reputation of being a Mason and had to be withdrawn from Ukraine. 

A bomb will not solve the spiritual problems of Ukraine, there must be at least two candidates installed who have the Spirit of God and who will forward the spirit of true reform! Then it may be expected that other bishops, excepting some of them, will join the reform. Supposing that Card. L. Husar will be withdrawn and retire on an emeriture, or will be punished by court (legal action Libellus litis dated 1st November 2006) for concrete offences against UGCC, the door to the spiritual reform will open. 

III. Questions connected with the mission

If an internal awakening and revival of UGCC comes, then it is possible to train up priests – missionaries, especially from the religious seminary OSBM in Lviv – Bryukhovychi. In Eastern Ukraine neither the Orthodox nor the Greek Catholics have been doing any mission so far! But antimission is being done with zeal by Jehovah’s Witnesses and by oriental sects based on hinduism and buddhism. 

A) What about the Roman-Catholic Church in Ukraine?

She was and for the most part even is a Church of people of Polish nationality. Here Card. W. Kasper is true to certain extent when he speaks of proselytism. 

B) Objection: Supposing that we, the Greek Catholics, started a mission, will the Orthodox Church not protest that we have encroached on their traditional territory? 

Answer: UGCC has been on the territory of Western Ukraine, so-called Galicia, for 400 years, but she has her own Eastern tradition which was brought here by her missionaries 1000 years ago and the unity with Rome lasted until the 13th century. UGCC is the continuator of this Eastern Church which was introduced in Rus by St. Vladimir and St. Olga and which has her side roots also in the mission of St. Cyril and Methodius in Moravia in the 9th century. After the liquidation of their mission by the Latin bishop Wiching the mission passed to Ochrid in Bulgaria. From there it influenced even the mission in Kievan Rus. UGCC has a right to her existence and she has a right to do her mission throughout the territory of Ukraine similarly as the Orthodox Church! 

C) What kind of mission is pursued in Galicia by the Orthodox Church?

UGCC in Galicia was liquidated by Stalin in 1946 and the faithful were forcibly transferred to the Orthodox Church. Within this territory there were almost no Orthodox churches at that time. The year 1990 brought freedom and UGCC was restored. Today on this territory of Galicia there is a mission done freely and without any hindrances by the Orthodox Church of Moscow Patriarchate, by the Orthodox Church of Kiev Patriarchate and by the Orthodox Autocephalous Church. Noone hinders them from doing this mission. One of our bishops even donated to them a former monastery with a church in the town-centre where they now have their seminary. The way they are doing their mission is as follows: Within a short period, even within one week, they set up a small hangar where they start celebrating liturgies. The Greek Catholics who have a long way to their church often begin to attend these liturgies. There is practically no difference – liturgy is the same, language is the same, and thus the Greek-Catholic believers inconspicuously return back as if to the period when Stalin forcibly dissolved our Church. Our bishops sustain this by concealing our Greek-Catholic identity and by compelling our priests to call our believers in our churches “pravoslavni” (Orthodox). The Orthodox Church in Ukraine is divided into Kiev, Moscow and Autocephalous Patriarchate. Each of them has an equal right to perform a mission in Ukraine, and this hereditary right belongs to UGCC as well. If there was only one Orthodox patriarchate here, it would most probably strongly hinder our mission in Eastern Ukraine. Today for the sake of re-Christianization of whole Ukraine we can take the model of tolerance from USA 100 years ago. There were Christians of different denominations tolerating one another in a common mission there. Another model of mutual tolerance is different religious institutes on a common territory. The foundation is the same – Christ, but each of them has a different task, a different charisma. 

D) A congress of UGCC theologians on common celebration of the Eucharist with the Orthodox

The congress took place from 2nd to 4th January 2007. We also applied for participation in this congress but the leadership rejected it. The reason is clear. They did not have a clean conscience and were afraid of justified criticism. The congress took place on the initiative and under the patronage of Card. L. Husar. We ask what sense it makes to endeavour after a common celebration of the Eucharist with the Orthodox if they themselves in Ukraine do not celebrate in common? With which one of these disunited Orthodox Churches in Ukraine do they actually want to create unity so as they would thereby not evoke a far greater division from the two remaining ones? 

For UGCC it is only a creation of another confusion aiming at the loss of our identity. Only the very fact that our believers must be called “pravoslavni”(Orthodox) in some dioceses causes a confusion and pain, but a far greater confusion of identity would be caused by a common celebration of the Eucharist with the Orthodox. For the meantime concealed successfulness of this theological congress would then consist in legalization of the current confusion and in opening the door for a confusion on a higher theological level, which afterwards is to be gradually incorporated into the vital liturgical practice of the believers. This will consequently culminate in a total confusion, so that the UGCC believers will no longer know who they really are. Thus the so-called postconfessional Christianity, about which speaks the UCU theologian A. Arzhakovskyi in the literary discussions with Card. L. Husar, will be accomplished. The final faux pas of this theological idea consists in the fact that none of these three Orthodox Churches, with which we are preparing to get united in this way, is willing to unite with us at any cost! 

So this is again another theological fata morgana which leads away from the true reality and from the liability of true repentance and of a true mission. This is a crime of the hierarchs and of the modern UGCC theologians.

External unification, uniformity is not the main problem in Ukraine nowadays, the main problem is personal conversion, receiving of Christ, of His Spirit and the life with Christ and in Christ. If each individual, each Christian finds unity with Christ through repentance, then also the external unity will be settled. This, however, is not possible without systematic reevangelization. If we look soberly at various artificial models and so-called spiritual initiatives which are produced by official theologians in Ukraine, we have to state that believers have already got tired of it. The Church does not fulfil their expectations since she does not preach to them the living Christ and concerns herself in all kinds of misleading activities which are found important perhaps only by people desiring career and money! Such so-called theological initiatives are drawing away even the remains of the faith of the priests and the religious, and are only deepening the religious indifference of common people. 

E) The issue of primacy of the Pope and our identity with Rome 

Our martyrs were dying for the unity with the Pope (they defended the charisma of his primacy and infallibility) and now the Vatican dicasteries are purposefully liquidating us in the name of the Holy Father for this testimony of faith. And that is a paradox. This betrayal ridicules the deposit of faith and the suffering of the martyrs. Such activity of the Vatican dicasteries liquidates the Christian faith in its foundation and leads to total religious indifference, or it opens the believers to syncretism and to the spirit of the New Age. The Orthodox in the present time do not feel any need to get united with Rome. The Kievan Orthodox Patriarch Filaret repeated several times in the recent days that the Orthodox Church does not take any interest in the unity with Rome. After our experience in relation to the Vatican dicasteries we understand them. Let us look at the theological aspect. Does the papacy nowadays really serve the defence of faith and morals? The Roman-Catholic Church is in the present time interiorly decomposed by the spirit of relativism penetrating through HCT and by the spirit of respect for pagan religions. This spirit is spreading into the whole Church mostly from the central Church universities in Rome. On the contrary, the Orthodox Church owing to its tradition and opposition towards Rome has somehow been preserved from this up to this time. Unfortunately, by way of ecumenical activities this spirit of practical unbelief is introduced even into the Orthodox Church. Unification with Rome would have the following negative consequences for the Orthodox: 

1) subordination to the strange policy of Vatican dicasteries; 

2) official introduction of the destructive spirit of HCT and of the false respect for pagan religions. 

If we summarize it, the Orthodox are asking us, the Greek Catholics: What profit do you gain from your unity with Rome today? 

Dear fathers of the Church, warn the Holy Father Benedict XVI that unless his office is going to serve the Church so that she may come out from the deep crisis, then it is a proof that the papacy is useless as for the Catholics so for the non-Catholics and the Orthodox do not have any reason why they should accept it or have respect for it! Therefore: 

1) It is necessary to limit and clearly to circumscribe the competence of Vatican officials acting in the name of the Holy Father so that the authority of papacy itself is not abused.

2) It is vitally important that the Holy Father pronounce “ex catedra” on two most topical issues which cause the crisis of whole Christianity, namely: 

a) HCT

b) false respect for other religions and syncretism stemming from it. 

IV. How to perform the mission of UGCC concretely

1) To legalize a systematic missionary activity in Eastern Ukraine. Eastern Ukraine is practically atheistic. It is true that there exist a few Greek-Catholic parishes but these are attended by a very low number of believers, predominantly by Galicians. This was also the reason for the creation of exarchates in Eastern Ukraine. But this is not sufficient! 

2) To create a missionary centre – from Western Ukraine (Galicia) – which will support this mission by means of personnel and finances. 

3) This mission must be subordinated to a bishop who has a missionary spirit. Concerning the formation of missionaries, we have to concede that none of the five seminaries, nor UCU concern themselves in any mission to Eastern Ukraine, nor do they train anyone for it! Now, as early as possible, we have to warn of the danger of an antimission spreading through liberal Christianity which controls above all UCU! A mission in this spirit brings death instead of life! It brings the spirit of the New Age instead of the Spirit of Christ! 

4) The reality is such that the present Bishops’ Synod under the leadership of Card. L. Husar opposes not only a true, effective and systematic mission in Eastern Ukraine but even the interior mission – reevangelization – in the UGCC parishes. The primary aim of the hierarchy is to coalesce with the Orthodox Church and this is what many of their activities are directed to. It is painful that UGCC hierarchs do not worry about millions of unbaptized or unbelieving souls in Eastern Ukraine at all. What then do these shepherds have in common with the Good Shepherd who sacrificed His life for His sheep and who personally seeks every sheep that is straying? Instead of mission there is an antimission, namely a gradual liquidation of UGCC. 

How self-destruction in UGCC was and is performed

1) First there was the usurpation of the Church power (I. Datsko, L. Husar) and thereafter the paralyzation of the people who were willing unselfishly to work and suffer for this Church’s sake (liquidation of orthodox Basilian sisters /1992/ who suffered in the underground Church). The old generation of Basilian fathers was and till this time is exposed to pressures through the superiors from the Generalate in Rome. They were systematically forced to submit through obedience to the liquidation policy of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches whose destructive orders were passed off by these superiors as the will of the Holy Father! This line was covertly pushing through the conclusions of Balamand towards the self-destruction of our Church. Unfortunately, this pressure from Rome has been liquidating our Order and whole UGCC till the present day.

2) The next implement of the liquidation of UGCC was a removal of living religious practices upon which the life of the Church has been leaning throughout the history, especially in the catacombs. (There began a planned attack on the prayer of the Rosary, molebens (Eastern litanies), the Stations of the Cross, the Worship of the Most Sacred Heart, adoration.) Practically everything by which the common believers lived was liquidated and that in the name of the false identity of Eastern spirituality. One started to propagate some monastic, hermitic practices (“chotky” /an Eastern form of prayer on beads/, liturgical offices, Akathistos) which nowadays even in the monasteries do not bring spiritual life and do not correspond with the modern psychology of man, nor are they conformed to the edification of faith of common believers. 

3) The next level of self-destruction was the introduction (by Card. L. Husar) of calling our believers in the liturgy Orthodox. It is absolutely insensitive and hurting, it is a psychological manipulation aiming at the loss of identity. It is a mockery of our martyrs who laid down their lives for the sake of the charisma of papacy. 

4) Common celebration of the Eucharist. After the believers have been deprived of any possibility of defence and of the means of a living faith, they are offered a possibility of attending the Orthodox churches and receiving the Eucharist there. In other words they are said that the death of martyrs for the sake of papacy was senseless and that the whole 400-year-long existence of our martyrish UGCC likewise was an ecclesiological mistake. 

If we summarize these four levels of liquidation, then it follows that it really makes no more sense to build up such a Church and to sacrifice oneself for her sake. Therefore it is necessary to point publicly at these liquidators of our martyrish UGCC who are sheltering themselves behind demagogical phrases about Eastern spirituality and behind the Church authority and to demand their punishment. St. Catherine of Siena calls: “…Together with the Holy Father you must do your utmost in order to drive away the bad shepherds who are wolves and devils incarnate…”

The present hierarchy is subordinated to a Judas spirit which is maintained and forwarded by Card. L. Husar. 

Conclusion

We believe that the blood of martyrs in Ukraine was not shed in vain. This territory has been Christian for 1000 years and that is why the spirit of atheism and the spirit of neopaganism, the spirit of the New Age, do not have the right to liquidate the last remainder of faithful souls that are serving our Lord Jesus Christ. For Ukraine the solution nowadays is not an external unity which would most likely hasten an internal destruction through HCT and through false respect for paganism and thus would fully open the way towards the New Age. The only way is conversion and repentance and mutual encouragement towards the re-Christianization of Ukraine. What can serve us towards this aim is not only the Word of God but also the tradition of the Eastern Fathers (even of the Slavonic apostles Cyril and Methodius) and the example of the last martyrs from the Communist era. The Church schism in 1054 is a result of the unwillingness to repent and of the pride of the Church hierarchs on both sides. The basic condition of the renewal of our UGCC, the withdrawal of Card. L. Husar, is dependent on the decision of the Pope Benedict XVI. Without this intervention the destruction of UGCC will continue and the true mission will not start. The pronouncement “ex catedra” of the attitude of the Church concerning a) HCT; b) false respect for paganism will be a step that will show the need and worth of papacy and will disarm a number of enemies not only in the Orthodox but also in the Protestant Churches.

Therefore You, dear fathers of the Church, encourage the Holy Father to make these historic steps because You bear together with him the responsibility for the whole Church.

In Christ,
Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM
Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

7th February 2007, Pidhirtsi (Ukraine)
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