Bishop Mykola Simkaylo
Kolomiya

Moral delinquencies and offence

Dear bishop Mykola,

we, bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC, are turning to You by this letter (decree). In the present time Card. L. Husar publicly preaches heresies. Their fruit is apostasy from the Mystical Body of Christ – the Church. Before God, before the Church as well as before Pope Benedict XVI we, the orthodox Catholic bishops, are obliged to defend the true apostolic doctrine and morals. We hesitated a long time about publishing this decree; however, encouraged by the example of the Holy Father who was not afraid to speak publicly of moral delinquencies, whether during his visit to America or to Australia, we decided to do likewise. If the Holy Father visited Ukraine today, he would have to publicly apologize here as well for the offence caused by both You and bishops of the apostatic Synod.
When king David had committed adultery and had on his conscience death of the husband of the woman with whom he had sinned, the prophet Nathan told him a parable of a rich and a poor man. When David was justly filled with anger over the moral offence of the rich man, Nathan said to him: “You are the man!” Only then his eyes were opened and he said sincerely: “I have sinned!” And God forgave him for his admission of sin and willingness to repent (see 2Sam 12:1-14). “To sin is human, but to justify sin and to abide in it is demonic!” (a folk proverb)
Almost all inhabitants of Ivano-Frankivsk and Kolomiya, and especially the clergy, know about Your immoral life. We remind You of at least some of the public offences which are generally known and talked about. Even policemen’s comments on You show that they regard You neither a bishop nor a priest but a sheer businessman, mafioso and a corrupt, immoral man.

1) You have a number of offences against the 6th and 9th commandments on Your conscience.

· You have several illegitimate children, one even born of violation.

· You locked a woman worker from the Regional Council in the premises pertaining to the Cathedral, took off Your trousers and chased her naked (it is a miracle that she escaped).
· You recommended pornography to individual people, even with animals.

· The police have caught You drunk among prostitutes on numerous occasions.

· You talk in a vulgar way in public and a frequent topic of Your conversations with priests is sex and deviations!

2) You are a businessman.
You abused Your position and authority while You were a priest and deputy of the city of Ivano-Frankivsk and by means of intrigues You signed over a great deal of real property and money to Yourself. Now when You are a bishop, the police have to keep silent, since they do not want to come into conflict with the Church, which You use to cover up Your crimes. You threaten Your adversaries with physical punishments and many a time Your band has even committed acts of violence against others. The people have termed these criminal actions of Yours “Simkaylo’s Tatar invasions”.

3) You commit simony, bribery.
· You had to pay Card. L. Husar a large sum of dollars for Your episcopal consecration.

· You exact large amounts of money for ordination and parishes.

· In order to keep their parishes the priests must regularly present You with gifts and money.

In compliance with the canon code simony is punished with deprivation of clerical state, not excluding a major excommunication (CCEO 1461).

4) You are a heretic – an apostate.

You have consciously united with the apostatic heresies of L. Husar, You publicly defend him and so along with L. Husar You maintain the following heresies:

1) casting doubt on the Divinity of Christ

2) casting doubt on the Virginity of the Mother of God
3) casting doubt on the eternity of hell and eternal condemnation
4) propagation of divination

5) propagation of occultism (magic)

6) approval of homosexuality

7) propagation of reincarnation

8) casting doubt on our UGCC – the question of primacy
For these heresies You are under God’s curse, anathema! (Gal 1:8-9)

5) You discredit our martyrish Church. 
You ridicule our martyrish Church before the priests, when You say that the UGCC is not canonical but just a kind of a hybrid. You literally said before the priests that she is like “a sanitary towel”. This is grave and public humiliation of our martyrish Church.
Dear bishop Mykola, by Your public crimes and moral delinquencies You caused not only a public outrage but also great apostasy from the faith. On seeing that such an immoral man had been appointed as bishop, the clergy completely gave up in whatever effort at a virtuous life and are gradually losing the faith.

So much for Your person.

However, it is a crying shame that Card. L. Husar, Bp. S. Mudryi, Bp. V. Vijtyshyn, Apostolic Nuncio I. Yurkovych as well as employees of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches were well aware that You were unworthy of receiving episcopal consecration and yet, notwithstanding the protests of Bishop S. Dmyterko, they pushed it through. Thus they deceived the Holy Father Benedict XVI and publicly disgraced him, when thousands of people acquainted with Your delinquencies heard the announcement: “The Holy Father Benedict XVI appointed M. Simkaylo as bishop!” And, moreover, they stated hypocritically: “The Holy Father cannot be mistaken, of course.”
On behalf of Jesus Christ we beseech You before the whole Church: Repent, and resign the ecclesiastical ministry!
Dear bishop Mykola, we do not feel any contempt for You; we know that God permitted Your consecration to give You a chance to repent in public and thus to set an example to all our UGCC, first of all to the bishops who are in apostasy. They are not holier than You; the only difference is that their moral delinquencies are not publicly known so much. As God appreciated David’s sincerity, so He wants to appreciate Yours as well. Many of the bishops due to their pharisaism and conscious abiding in apostasy are in an even worse situation than You. Yet Your example of genuine repentance can touch their hearts too, whereafter through conversion and repentance they will be able to save both themselves and many others! We remind You humbly that in the hour of Your death, when You stand before God’s Judgement, God will demand that You answer for this letter. This letter is the last chance which God is giving You through us. We pray for You sincerely; be brave and sincere before God and before the Church!
In Christ,

bishops of the standing Synod of the UGCC

+ Eliáš, OSBM

+ Metoděj, OSBM

+ Markian, OSBM

+ Samuel

Pidhirtsi, 16th February 2009
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