Bartholomew I, Patriarch of Constantinople

Alexius II, Patriarch of Moscow
Moscow, Rome, Constantinople

After the fall of Communism the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) came out from the catacombs. In 1996, however, the enemies of Christ succeeded in a takeover. A suspended bishop L. Husar was forcibly installed as Head of the UGCC. Metropolitan Stephen Sulyk along with other two Metropolitans put it as follows: “What happened was the consequence of machinations and of a pre-prepared upheaval...” (see Memorandum, 1996)
Now our Church is ruled by four Americans – apostates: Husar (Head of UGCC), Datsko (Head of Ecumenical Institute), Gudzyak (Head of UCU – Ukrainian Catholic University), s. Dia (Head of religious). These managed to win Church power by help of intrigues, in line with the traitorous dicasteries of the Vatican. This rule of four Americans – apostates along with renegades from Ukraine united with them have the whole UGCC under their thumb. They are systematically leading her into self-destruction through heresies by which L. Husar defined a programme of apostasy in the book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity”.
How to escape this way of self-destruction? It is a paradox but the solution for us today is to become united even with the Patriarchate of Moscow or Constantinople provided that one or the other accepts the primacy of the Roman Pontiff ex cathedra. This is more advantageous for us than to remain under the rule of the apostate hierarchy of the UGCC and of the dicasteries with an antichristian spirit. Unless we separate, we will lose the saving faith, Christ as well as our soul.
Explanation of the term ‘ex-cathedra’:

“The Roman Pontiff, when he ... defines a doctrine of faith and morals ... through the divine assistance ... he operates with that infallibility with which the divine Redeemer wished that His Church be instructed.” (Ds 3073-4)

The Pope, the source of unity: “The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter’s successor, is the perpetual and visible source and foundation of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful.” (CCC 882)
The Pope, the guardian of faith: “The Holy Spirit was not promised to the successors of Peter that by His revelation they might disclose new doctrine, but that by His help they might guard sacredly the revelation transmitted through the apostles and the deposit of faith, and might faithfully set it forth.“ (Ds 3070)
Supposing the Patriarchate of Moscow or Constantinople, or the Kiev and Autocephalous Orthodox Church were willing to accept this unity and authority in questions of faith (ex cathedra), it would at the same time be necessary to demand the fulfilment of these elementary conditions:

1) The Pope first needs to prove that his office is of importance to the present times, and therefore by virtue of authority entrusted to him he must prohibit the heretical teaching of so-called historic-critical theology (HCT) which in its essence denies the Divinity of Christ and the inspiration of Scripture.
2) He must repent in public for the gesture of John Paul II in Assisi (in the years 1986, 2002) and authoritatively prohibit the false interpretation of Nostra aetate according to which all religions are said to be essentially equal!

As the spirit of HCT so the spirit of syncretism deny the substance of whole Christianity and lead to apostasy!

Unless and until the Pope has done so, it makes no sense to accept his authority as of the guardian of the truths of faith and morals, in that he neglects these duties of his and, moreover, through his silence he confirms this pernicious heretical system. By this clear and concrete demand both Patriarchs, as of Moscow so of Constantinople, will grant the greatest boon to the Western Church! Providing they bring the Pope Benedict XVI to make this step, this cooperation of theirs will be a blessing for the whole Western Church! Through this practical and concrete cooperation in the field of faith and morals they will make unity which will then need to be continued. This fraternal admonition of Peter will be a contribution for the Western as well as the Eastern Church and for both of them the papal service and authority will be a blessing. 
As regards jurisdiction, these Eastern Churches can by no means let themselves be yoked by the traitorous dicasteries with which our UGCC has had terrible experience (they sustain heresies, apostasy and spiritual death, liquidate all things living, support all that is poisoned, and that all by virtue of obedience and professedly in the name of the Holy Father). The Eastern Church must have nothing to do with these professional deceivers and distorters.
We, four bishops of the UGCC, who are in opposition to the apostate Husar, are struggling for true life. We are struggling for reevangelization of Ukraine and for sound education of the new generation of priests and religious.

So far all is being poisoned by the spirit of death of HCT, by syncretism and by the spirit of New Age maintained here by L. Husar and his clique. No life can penetrate inside. All that is living is nipped in the bud.
If Husar aspires after a patriarchate, it is like irony and a mockery of the Church! He is a public apostate and the one who unites with him and with his system is doing the same thing as if they united with someone rushing into the abyss (of hell).
There is a single solution: the spirit of apostasy and death must be separated from the UGCC and replaced by sound leadership, otherwise the internal revival of the UGCC and of Ukraine is impossible!

Models of unity

Considering the situation in Ukraine, we bring forward the following models of unity. We want to point out again that true unity in Christ is not possible without repentance, conversion and opening oneself to the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:37-40). The Church in Jerusalem was born on these foundations. This biblical model is topical even for us today (cf. Acts 2-8).
Explanatory notes to the picture:
a – The Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate

b – The Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate

c – The Autocephalous Orthodox Church

d – The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church
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Variant No.1: Unity through Moscow with Rome (papacy)
If Moscow accepted the service of the Pope in questions of faith and morals (ex cathedra), the UGCC could accept the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate. However, it would be necessary to delimit certain autonomy, for otherwise neither the UGCC nor the Kiev nor the Autocephalous Orthodox Church will voluntarily enter this unity. (see models in the letter of 28th April 2008, www.community.org.ua)
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Variant No.2: If Moscow rejects the ‘ex cathedra’ form, and if this form is accepted by the Kiev and the Autocephalous Churches, the UGCC might then join them in a common patriarchate, which would be retrospectively declared by Rome. It is likely that part of the faithful belonging to Moscow would then join Kiev.
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Variant No.3: If Moscow rejects the ‘ex cathedra’ unity, and if Constantinople accepts it, the UGCC then has a possibility for integration into the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. The Kiev and the Autocephalous Churches likewise might be integrated into this jurisdiction. The Patriarchate of Constantinople could then have its residence in Kiev.
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Variant No.4: Moscow will not accept the form of ‘ex cathedra’ unity. This unity will be accepted by the unacknowledged Kiev Patriarchate and also by the Patriarchate of Constantinople; the UGCC might then enter into unity with the Patriarchate of Kiev or Constantinople too. The Autocephalous Church will have an opportunity to join either Kiev or Constantinople.

[image: image5.png]ROME

r 4

MOSCOW CONSTANTI





Variant No.5: Both Moscow and Constantinople will accept the ‘ex cathedra’ form. The Autocephalous Orthodox Church, the UGCC and the Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate can choose whether they will join the Patriarchate of Moscow or Constantinople.
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Variant No.6: Neither Moscow nor Constantinople will accept the ‘ex cathedra’ form, the Authocephalous and the Kiev Church will accept it, and Rome will subsequently grant a patriarchate to the Autocephalous Church, to the Kiev Church as well as to the UGCC. So Ukraine will have three patriarchates.
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Variant No.7: Moscow, Kiev and Autocephalous Church will not accept the form of ‘ex cathedra’ unity. It will be accepted only by Constantinople. The UGCC might then unite with this patriarchate. 
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Variant No.8: The state of the Churches will remain as it is. Rome will acknowledge only the patriarchate of the UGCC, which is presently the aim of the apostate L. Husar. Supposing this happened, this apostatic patriarchate would be to the detriment of all Christians in Ukraine. However, in case of a change of spirit in the UGCC even this variant may open the door for the spiritual resurrection of Christianity in Ukraine.
In Christ,

the bishops of the UGCC

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser
+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 12th July 2008

Copies to: 

· His Holiness Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

· Bishops of the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody dist., Lvov region, Ukraine   www.community.org.ua

