The mystery of lie
The devil is the father of lie. The lie is a means through which he diverts us from both human and the divine truth and leads us to perdition. The lie is not only in the world, but it is in us, too, who regard ourselves as believing Christians – not even conversion is sufficient to deliver us from it. The only way out is to lose our soul for Christ’s sake.

The mystery of evil – one side of this mystery is that what in ultimate consequence causes man evil does not at all look like evil at the beginning, and in addition it is often connected with something which man finds to be pleasant and therefore he gladly considers it good.

The mystery of lie – is something similar to the mystery of evil. There is an emphasis laid on a certain truth so as to divert the attention from the substance and to attain the hidden aim. This mechanism may be exampled in a poisoned sausage. Is a sausage bad at sight? No, it is good. Does it not smell good? It does. The enemy of human souls likes such discussions. If he succeeds to draw us out onto this field, where he can reliably prove us that we are wrong, he will always defeat us and pull us to the fulfilment of his aim. We must admit – it smells good, it tastes good, and the logical conclusion is – it is good to have some. However, the consequence – the fruit – is poisoning and death. But nobody wants to think of that. Nobody wants to perceive the essential things! One perceives the outward impressions – a suggestive smile, kind words – and one believes it.

So the substance of deceit lies in the fact that there are so-called psychological means used in order that man “in his own interest” makes a step to his own perdition.

By contrast, in order that man may attain true good, he must go through something which at that very moment appears to him to be bad. For example, martyrs overcame the demonic deceit by choosing torture and death. At that price they obtained eternal life! They did not deny Christ!

Earlier, the conception of lie had a primitive character: for instance, one said: “They’ll come and help you.” But they didn’t. Today they do not lie, they do come; however, instead of promised help – a covert liquidation (e.g. so-called visitations, which are nowadays a means to liquidate living religious communities). It is an existential deceit as it were.
The one who deceives pursues an aim, and the deceived does not see it and lets himself, “in his own interest”, be liquidated, and what is more, he is even able to regard the enemy as a benefactor. Here one needs to learn to always ask the essential question: “What spirit is behind the so-called benefactor and what is he aiming at?”
For example, several years ago the Church in Ukraine was being externally liquidated. The bishops tortured to death, the monasteries closed, religious and priests imprisoned, persecuted. Today there are new and new bishops consecrated, the monasteries are supported by a number of foreign aid projects, religious and priests permanently go through various psychological or other courses and seminars etc. Is the Church not given an opportunity to develop? It is. Here is the evidence. This “development”, however, is not towards the Church’s upbuilding but towards its internal liquidation! The ultimate aim of all these activities is not God’s life but death. This is the existential deceit!

Who will resist this system of lie? Who will discern it at all? Only the one who is focused on the real aim, i.e. on Jesus Christ, the one who has His Spirit – the Spirit of truth.
Who in the present time chooses the bishops e.g. in UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church)? The Holy Spirit? No. Because He is given no space. The one who is not present, who has been driven out, cannot choose. In fact, the choice is made by the one who holds the rule in UGCC – by the spirit of internal apostasy. This spirit then through the Congregation for the Oriental Churches hypocritically shelters itself behind the Holy See and uses the argument that the Holy See cannot be mistaken, of course. This is an artful deceit which parasites on the Catholic thinking.

The present-day Church contra the Spirit of God

By opening itself to the spirit of historic-critical theology (HCT) and to the respect for pagan religions the Church is driving away the Holy Spirit. This fact is corroborated by the fruit: inability to fulfil Jesus’ command to go and preach repentance for the remission of sins. Statistics state a more rapid fall from year to year not only of the number of vocations but also of the number of lay-believers (in 1949 in the Prague diocese there were 1710 women religious and 69.7% of inhabitants were Catholic believers, in 2004 the number of women religious was 328 and the percentage of Catholic believers was 23.6%; the fall of the number of women religious during the same period e.g. in Paris – from 9.5 thousand to 2.5 thousand). The Catholic Church nowadays is no longer a testimony for this world; it has become stale salt.

Outwardly, all that – as if divine – remained (external structure, offices, dignities, Church institutions – monasteries, norms such as obedience…). But behind that all there already is a different spirit today. However, all must think that it is the Holy Spirit. That would mean that the whole self-destruction of the Church is, so to say, caused by the Holy Spirit?! The one who evidences with concrete examples that it is not the Holy Spirit is called a rebel who causes harm to the Church and the nation. There follows a process of his liquidation in an official way through Church representatives and as if on the basis of the canon law – by canonical decrees. 

In a similar way as when the high priests issued a mandate, that everyone who would confess Jesus the Messiah be put out of the synagogue. A thoroughly official liquidation by an official decree and by official superiors. 
The one, however, who will submit to this system of official lie, will outwardly have no problems. He will remain incorporated in the structure where his mind, faith and spirit will gradually be transformed up to the point of finally losing eternal life. All this will happen by virtue of obedience and with the blessing of superiors. It is a trouble-free broad way into perdition. 
A similar thing is seen in political systems, but the difference is that with those persecuted for politics the courage to discern and suffer for truth’s sake is called heroism while in the Church it is called disobedience. 

When the lie becomes official, then there are only two possibilities: one either lets oneself be liquidated internally within the system – due to one’s cowardice, or one stands against the system of lie and death and must take into account that one will be liquidated externally and officially, in the same way as Jesus. However, one will be happy already here and will obtain eternal life. 

That is also why the Lord speaks about the law of the loss of soul. Whoever would desire to save his soul (in the system of lie and death) will lose it. But whoever loses it for Jesus’ sake will save it. 

Losing one’s soul for Jesus’ sake
Why does the Church not repent? Because it has abandoned God’s norms. By the norms of the spirit of the world, which it has received, it has no more reason for repentance. In spite of the fact that the fruits point to a total devastation of the spiritual life, all continue in the direction taken, which absolutely excludes repentance. It is so in general and it is so even individually in the life of every Christian. Only after the Gospel’s norms have been renewed, repentance shall become something inevitable, existentially important.
The essential and highest value is the living relationship with Jesus. He is the norm that determines all the rest. However, that this relationship may be true, it needs to be rooted in God’s Word from which it stems and develops. Jesus says at the close of the parable of the tower building and of war superiority: “So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake ALL that he has cannot be My disciple.” (Lk 14:33) As man cannot build without the building material or fight without the army, so likewise, nobody can follow Jesus unless he is willing to lose everything for His sake and the Gospel’s. Otherwise it will end up either like with the unfinished tower or like with the lost war. How great is the number of such life tragedies. And the reason? The inability to take seriously the primary demand – to lose everything for Jesus’ sake. 

Today, however, there is one big complication: When a person has been converted and a desire is born in him to lose everything for Jesus’ sake, in consequence of which he joins a monastery or starts theological studies, more often than not he thus gets into conditions in which this very essential thing is not allowed to him. On the contrary, he loses here the living Jesus as well as His Spirit. This is the pain of the present-day Church; unless there comes a spiritual awakening, this question is unsolvable.
There is, however, one more obstacle, a deeper one, which is right within us ourselves, namely the “old man”, or our corrupted nature, original sin. In the first stage of conversion as if this obstacle did not manifest itself. On the contrary, one feels literally a need to lose everything for Jesus’ sake. However, thereafter instead of maturation comes lukewarmness or complete adjustment to the world. Why is it so? Because the Church does not blaze the path of following. It does not provide the conditions for spiritual growth so as to lead to the establishment of vital communities wherein God’s Word would be incarnated and lived.

In actual fact, if we do not lose our soul for the sake of Jesus, we lose Jesus. We need not fear; if we lose whatever in earnest for Jesus’ sake, we obtain a hundredfold more and we will save our soul. What is more, Jesus takes away our own – the false, and gives us His own – the true. But the problem is that we do not perceive God’s truth, or we transfer it into the field of theory and there we are satisfied with it. Deceit, on the other hand, becomes automatically incarnated in us. The traps of the enemy are quite natural, inconspicuous and always accompanied with some good intention or even with a God-pleasing effort and a series of good deeds. E.g. a young religious sister in her most earnest endeavour devoted herself to student’s youth. She desired to convert them to Christ and to divert them from their bad ways; however, she did not take account of the regularities of our corrupted nature. She began with the purest intention; however, thereafter she saw a few successes, tasted human attention and even admiration, and the original pure intention was gradually replaced by self-realization and dependence on people. Unless man is willing to WATCH with the aim always to desire to lose things for Jesus’ sake – i.e. his pleasure, his indulgence, his importance…, in spiritual life he will either go bankrupt or at the least he will suffer great harm. For through these so-called trivialities, which we are unwilling to lose, there comes a spirit that enslaves us. The artfulness lies in the fact that without this fundament – losing our soul for Jesus’ sake – good intentions, good deeds, service to God… are the safest means how to keep oneself in self-deceit.
Examples of self-deceit in everyday life

Sulkiness

Once in my childhood our parents wanted to photograph us children with a living little fawn. In the presence of our guests I was very shy, I hid under the table and did not want to come out at any cost, even though all were trying to persuade me. All other children were then photographed and the little fawn was taken away. After I found out that the little fawn was there no more, I stayed under the table for several more hours and I lived it through literally as a tragedy. In my child’s reason I thought that I would come out from under the table never more. It seemed impossible to me that they could have done such a thing to me – to take the little fawn away! If they tried to pull me out – bad, when they left me there – even worse. Probably I would have found it best if the little fawn had stayed there till the evening and if all had kept persuading me and I would still have been sitting under the table.

Such is the “logic” of the “old man” even in adulthood, just with the difference that I no longer hide under the table. 
What to do? Repentance. How? I shall admit that in my pride I want to be the centre of attention, so that others should think out how to satisfy me, though it is in fact not possible at all.

Jealousy

I saw that my sister in our community of sisters had a very good quality, of which I knew for sure that I had it not. At the same time I noticed the recognition which this talent brought her. There appeared thoughts of self-pity. In a prayer I perceived a word: “Have you not separated yourself by the sin of jealousy from the Head, that is from Christ, by your concern for yourself and not for Him? If you join the Head, the whole body will belong to you again. I have given you the gift of this good quality not directly but in your sister, that you may work together on the building of My kingdom.” Joining the Head, that is Christ, brought me back the real joy of the unity of His body. I came to know that I always need only one thing – the true connection with Him – the Head – and then all the rest has its place. 

Importance

There was time when even though nobody took me too seriously, I was satisfied; it didn’t even occur to me that it could be otherwise, I had no pretensions to others. However, when I experienced several times that others took seriously what I said, I began to have a pretension that it should always be so; I began to take offence inwardly and let others feel how it hurt my feelings that they had not conformed themselves to my opinions.

Maybe it is a harsh comparison but it seemed to me as if one feeds a dog on raw meat; more often than not this dog must be shot afterwards because it has become dangerous. 
There grew such a mountain of pride in me and I got into such slavery of my personality that I was scared of it myself. In a prayer I had to return, as people say, to zero: “Now I want nothing and until my death I want nothing, only You, Jesus.” I kept returning into this attitude in the field as well. And God’s peace came. Although I still sinned through my egoism, I could then orientate myself more easily when it appeared again, knowing what it was, and repent of it in this way. 

The consequence – illness

I demagogically pursued my delight, and God could say nothing to it because in my untruthfulness I put my conduct as right. Odd illnesses occurred. The doctor, who could not discover the cause, began to send me to different humiliating examinations. However, they came to no conclusion. No illness, but plenty of cures. At a distance of time I came to realize that it was a just punishment for my untruthfulness.

The common denominator here as well as in other situations is the willingness to believe the lie. This is caused by the old man or our nature corrupted by sin. The cure is the truth. Jesus is not only the Truth but also the Way and the Life. 

The fruit of unbelief is lie and betrayal

Moses sent men to spy out the promised land. All of them obeyed – they were thus doing God’s will, and they also fulfilled the task which had been set to them – they spied out the whole promised land and brought its fruits.

So they obeyed Moses and fulfilled God’s will. And the result? They returned to the camp and raised such panic that all the congregation cried from fear all night through. Then all the congregation said to stone Moses with stones and to go back to Egypt. If Joshua and Caleb, about whom the Scripture says that they had a different spirit, had not been among them, it would have seemed that their uniform reaction was well-grounded. They put their unbelief and betrayal of the Lord as the only solution to that situation. Every one of the people received their suggestive commentary in the power of the spirit of unbelief as unquestionable facts. Thereby they blocked the approach to the promised land to all the people of Israel. And it was by the command of Moses that they went to spy out the land and moreover people chosen by him! But at the very moment when they were to make a step in dependence upon God’s command, it became manifest what spirit they had. In spite of the fact that they heard Joshua and Caleb they did not stop to repent of the sin of unbelief, of inward betrayal of the Lord, of opening themselves to the spirit of fear and moreover of infecting the whole nation with their unbelief. Neither did they repent that though they were with Moses they did not have the unity of spirit with him. Purely and simply, on their part they did their best – they obeyed Moses during the exodus from Egypt, they obeyed him on the way through the sea and through wilderness, they obeyed him even now when they were to spy out the promised land – now they count it all before him what heroes they are. Here they encountered so-called reality, so they had, so to say, already roused themselves from their naivity and began to be “reasonable”. So reasonable that one step before the promised land they nearly stoned Moses to death with the intention to return to the land of slavery. Had God’s power not stopped them they would have realized a plan of their own destruction.

By their unbelief and by respecting the Amalekites more than God they got into an existential crisis. However, they made a short circuit, saying that it was Moses who had brought them into such a state! They had already stoned him to death in their thoughts and wanted to stone him even physically. “We seemed to ourselves (before the Amalekites) like grasshoppers!” These phrases, by which they were “encouraging” each other, they had instead of God’s Word. They were not at all able to perceive the truth, to perceive that what they called reality was no reality but their unbelief. 

For Moses the reality was God Himself. Moses knew that the fight was by no means ruled by the power of enemies, but rather by commitment and obedience of God’s people to God. They were not of one heart with Moses like Joshua and Caleb. They had their own realities which they could prove and to these realities they conformed themselves. These realities were in the first place. They were not able to admit in truth that with their hearts they had in fact remained in Egypt and had actually followed neither Moses nor God’s voice. In the critical situation it just became manifest what the inward standpoint of each of them was. Instead of repenting of their unbelief it suited them more to make a short circuit – ‘Moses is to blame for that all; for we obeyed him and this is the result.’ The only solution is to separate themselves from Moses, to become embittered against him (in their case it even went so far that they intended his death). Caleb and Joshua, who were to be barometers for them in what state they had in fact found themselves, were set aside by them in their pride as daydreamers like Moses. Therefore they had to die in the wilderness, while Joshua entered the promised land. 

We all are so easy to deal with for the enemy if we remain rooted in the “old self” and when we just outwardly as if obey God, but with our hearts we stay in the Egypt of our false good. Like the Israelites, in the first harder test, sooner than we would start the fight, we get closed in a defeat through our unbelief. And then we blame Moses, whom God sent to us, even for the wee bit of good we could ever do at least outwardly for God’s sake and which we now from our so-called experience see as the greatest absurdity. The old man is really the fifth column of the devil in us. Therefore the spiritual fight is so treacherous and the system of deceit so fortified that if we automatically follow just our so-called good, we shall end up like most of the Israelites.

Once when Moses along with the whole nation were in a precarious situation in the desert, Moses said to God: “If Your Presence does not go with us, we’d rather You let us die.” (cf. Ex 33:15) In this helplessness he did not say at all: “Just save us, that we may live contentedly and see outward successes.” No, Moses never opened himself to such spirit of betrayal. Moses’ aim was not just some seeming good of his own but the real Good – God Himself. He did not pay regard to the effect of his obedience, he paid regard to the One whom he obeyed. He did not obey Him for his own sake, but for His sake. By his obedience he loved Him. Therefore even in the critical moment his aim was not to get out from this powerlessness. He would rather have died in it along with the whole nation than have got out of it in his own power and taking his own way. 
This mind is a mind of a truly converted man who can see the substance, i.e. that the highest life value is a true relationship of love to God. 
This is the substance of the Gospel: to lose our soul not for the sake of demonic nirvana, but for the sake of Christ and His Gospel!

Conclusion

The devil is the father of lie. The lie is a means through which he diverts us from both human and the divine truth and leads us to perdition. The lie is not only in the world, but it is in us, too, who regard ourselves as believing Christians – not even conversion is sufficient to deliver us from it. The only way out is to lose our soul for Christ’s sake!
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