Pidhirtsi 21st November 2006 (Ukraine)

His Holiness 

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

Your Holiness,

we are turning to You as to the successor of St. Peter the Apostle and the Vicar of Christ on earth and ask You for Your obligatory word for the Catholic Church and for the light to the whole mankind concerning two most topical issues of Christian faith nowadays: 

1) Historic-critical theology (HCT) which eroded the biblical and Catholic faith in the Holy Scripture passed over to us by the apostles. 

2) The relation of Christians towards pagan religions buddhism and hinduism. 

We are asking in the name of millions of disoriented Christians: Are gods working in the buddhist and hinduist religion identical with Christian God Yahweh? Is it allowed to meditate and repeat mantras (i.e. to invoke demons)? Does buddhism and hinduism lead to the salvation of souls equally as the Christian faith in Jesus Christ? 

Your Holiness, Your answer to these questions, formulated “ex cathedra” on the basis of the authority of the office of St. Peter the Apostle is vitally important to the contemporary Christians. This is Your most important and first-rate service to the Church and to the mankind. 

Why is Your authoritative reply to these questions so vitally needed for this time? 

1) Because the majority of Catholics no longer accept the basic truths of the Christian faith. 

2) Because almost all who went through the studies at Catholic theological faculties (wherever in the world), owing to HCT lost the biblical faith and are convinced that all religions lead to salvation and that there will practically be noone condemned forever!

3) Because many cardinals, bishops and priests do not believe in the existence of demons and in the possibility of their influence upon man through spiritism, magic, divination and pagan religions. 

4) Because the mankind is opening itself in masses to the thinking and spirit of the New Age (religion of Antichrist) where the bearing pillars are relativism, religious indifferentism and experience with the world of spiritual beings. This antichristian globalizing religion is spreading throughout the world above all through the  buddhist  and hinduist mission (oriental meditations, yoga, zen, martial arts, acupuncture, acupressure, hypnosis, modern psychologies, channeling, rebirthing, irisdiagnostics, gurus, Dalai Lama…). All over the world there is no more a town where one could not find at least one centre of oriental martial arts or Chinese magic healing!

5) Because the majority of Catholics have adopted the opinion that all religions lead to salvation and that there is no need of mission, on the contrary, mission – this fundamental demand of Christ on his apostles – is nowadays considered a crime and a sign of intolerance. Instead of it there was a dialogue introduced as well as opening oneself to foreign gods. 

6) Because the Catholic priest T. Halík supported by the leading representative of the Focolare movement in the Czech Republic Card. M. Vlk presents buddhism as continuation and a deeper  (more spiritual) form of Christianity!

7) Because Fr. T. Halík, representative of a new spirituality (cf. 1Jn 2:18f), by referring to the example of the Pope John Paul II. in Assisi (1986 and 2002) has already misled thousands from among the young generation towards apostasy from the saving biblical faith in Christ!

Your Holiness, the Catholic Church is no longer able to hold her ground in the invasion of the oriental pagan religions. Moreover, today in all schools throughout the world the children and youth are being educated in the spirit of the New Age (not in atheistic thinking but in New Age thinking, i.e. paganism where the leading part is played by philosophy of buddhism or hinduism). We can be saved only by true repentance. Who is to start this repentance and what of? 

In the first place it is You as the head of the Church who must repent in order to give an example like our Lord Jesus did to the apostles by washing their feet: “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.” (Jn 13:15)

And what to repent of? Of the scandals and sins committed by the members of the Church, especially of the ones committed by the Church hierarchy. 

During his visit to the Slovak Republic (1995) John Paul II. begged protestants a pardon that Catholics had tortured several innocent victims to death. Your predecessor likewise did penance for the innocent victims of the holy wars and further for Galileo Galilei who had been burnt to death. This was his magnitude. However, John Paul II. also made a wrong step when he wanted to make a gesture of peace but did not realize how this act of his could be abused to great detriment of the Church and of whole Christianity. This gesture was the prayer for peace in Assisi in 1986 and 2002. Naturally, he has an apology that he had not been shown in truth the pernicious fruit of that meeting with the representatives of non-Christian religions. 

How is this gesture abused against the very essence of the Christian teaching? 

1) Many purposefully draw such a conclusion from it that Christianity and pagan religions are equal ways to salvation! This heresy even shelters itself by the document of the II. Vatican Council – Nostra aetate.

2) The example given by the Pope is followed, but with a different aim, and so the priests will no more be led to organize just a prayer for peace but a common meditation with buddhists. Buddhists are performing their mission all over the world and for this aim they abuse even the confusions and misinterpretations connected not only with the above-mentioned declaration Nostra aetate but above all with the gesture of Your predecessor John Paul II. Therefore our churches are to become meditation centres of buddhism and hinduism. This must be prevented!

Your Holiness, thousands of defenceless and powerless Catholics are expecting of You that You will repent in behalf of John Paul II. concerning Assisi, that You will say a clear word and show how this meeting was and still is abused to great detriment of the contemporary Church. Instead of a false mission which is represented by so-called dialogue there must come a true mission, namely the preaching of Christ and His Gospel  to pagans in power! This is true love which we owe to them nowadays. 

So that we can start a mission, first the believers must repent, change false ways for true ones. That is why it is necessary to bring this internal reform into the new formation of priests! 

However, the first step of repentance – truthfulness – must be made by You. By word and by gesture, in particular for the Assisi 1986 and 2002.
After this example of Yours there will come a spiritual progression from darkness into light, from death into life! 

Your Holiness, in the name of the bleeding Church, in the name of those who signify nothing in the Church we kindly ask You: Please, say a clear word in the name of Jesus Christ even at the price of persecution or a martyr’s death. 

In Christ faithful to You to the point of death,

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM   

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM
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