An open letter to the Czech Bishops’ Conference (ČBK) – Prague

Dear Bishops of the Czech Republic,

On the web-page of the Apostolic Exarchate in CR there is a declaration published by H.E. Mons. L. Hučko, the Apostolic Exarch and General Secretary of ČBK: “Therefore I declare uncompromisingly: I never and in no way collaborated with the State Security Committee (StB). I never even spoke with them, nor did they ever call me up, I never was in any contact with them. That is why there cannot exist any records of my person as of a collaborator. I declare this with clear consciousness that if it turned up that it was not true I would thereby cause a serious harm to the trustworthiness of the Church.” (Prague 16th December 2006) 

How to comment on this declaration? A folk proverb says: Show me a liar and I’ll show you a thief. The fact that Bishop L. Hučko stole a house and that he stole the whole property from an old widow is a reality and it is being dealt with at the supreme tribunal in Rome. Next documented reality is the fact that he lied overtly before the Apostolic Nuncio and did not return the stolen property. However, if Bishop L. Hučko does not lie in this case, he makes an exception in accordance with the proverb that every rule has its exception. So let us admit that Bishop L. Hučko tells the truth in this matter; however, first let us recall the conditions from the time of the Communist era. The biography of L. Hučko which is on the web-page of the Exarchate reads: “Because of his religious attitudes he could not stay at the Faculty of Natural Sciences and had to look for another employment… He was religiously active in informal religious groups (Focolare)… In 1973-1989 he lived in Bratislava where he was engaged in a research work in the field of oil and gas mining… In 1987 he acquired the title of candidate of geologic sciences (CSc.) at the University of Mining in Ostrava (CR).”
L. Hučko claims that he had problems because of his religious attitudes. However, in 1972 during his military service he took a degree of RNDr. (Doctor of natural sciences). In those years there was hard political normalization. There are two questions: 1) How was it possible that he was allowed to study for a doctorate during the military service? 2) In case he had problems because of the religion (son of a Greek-Catholic priest, in 1966 he applied for a study in seminary whereby he drew the attention of StB to himself), how could he at all study for a doctor’s degree without, as he himself testifies, coming into any contact with StB? Let us admit that this still could be an exception. Since 1973 he worked in Bratislava (Slovakia) in a strategic politico-economic field – in a research department. Let us not forget that L. Hučko was a son of a Greek-Catholic priest and a leader of a secret foreign Church organization. Did StB not know about it? Could such thing be possible at all? At that time many so-called politically unreliable people had to work with a shovel. If in the years 1973-1989 he was religiously active in an informal religious group which had its head office in the West, how could he take a degree of candidate of sciences (CSc.) in 1987 without ever being in any contact with StB? 

Everyone is familiar with the fact that during the Communist regime practically all priests and the majority of seminarists came into contact with StB. This does not mean that all of them collaborated with StB but they came into contact with them. Even many believing laymen were contacted by StB employees as is testified e.g. by Mrs. Tětivová on the web-page www.christnet.cz (27th January 2007). One of us, too, when applying for entrance at a theological faculty in 1989, and at that time the fall of Communism was already at hand, was visited by the StB employees and these were pressuring him into collaboration. 

What kind of practice did StB use towards the informal Church structures, e.g. towards the Charismatic renewal? (And this movement did not even have any unifying centre in the West.) Mrs. M.R. from Slušovice, an ordinary worker, was visited by StB employees because of the fact that she was speaking zealously on religious matters with her friends. In a border village Mikulovice near Zlaté Hory several families were gathering for prayer. In November 1982 three men from this group were arrested and sentenced for three years (conditionally). At the same time in the village Albrechtice near Český Těšín there were Pentecostal Christians, the present Apostolic Church, gathering for common prayers. When one of their meetings was taking place, StB encircled the house and arrested the leader of this informal religious group. Afterwards, Mr. R.B. was sentenced and imprisoned. Nevertheless, Dr. L. Hučko claims that he never was in any contact with StB employees, in spite of the fact that in that period he was a leader of a secret foreign Church organization in the former CSSR (Czechoslovak Socialistic Republic). The conclusion is clear and it can be confirmed by everyone who in the Communist era worked in informal Church structures – it was not possible that a leader of a Church structure like this, the more so of such which had its centre in the capitalistic West, had not ever spoken with StB, never been contacted by them and never been persecuted by the secret police. Unless the whole matter has a different background than presumed. 

Now let us return to the public pronouncement by Bishop L. Hučko from 16th December 2006: “Therefore I declare uncompromisingly: I never and in no way collaborated with the State Security Committee, I never even spoke with them … I declare this with clear consciousness…”

In Bratislava, in the time when Dr. L. Hučko was actively working there, the Focolare movement was attached to a centre in Italy through a concrete person from the West, a teacher of Italian, who within the Focolare structures was superior to Dr. L. Hučko. Is it possible that StB did not know about her? This would be a humiliation of their professional skills. Let us not be so naive.

Concerning the title of CSc. in 1987, it is well known that this title could be acquired by noone else but a member of the Communist party or StB collaborator. When before the episcopal consecration of L. Hučko in 2003 there were public demonstrations with banners “We demand lustration of L. Hučko”, why did L. Hučko not issue this uncompromising declaration of his that he had never even spoken with the StB employees, nor had been in any contact with them? 

Supposing that L. Hučko never came into any contact with StB, as he is claiming, then the Focolare functionaries higher than him made a contract of mutual cooperation with the employees of StB. But we ask at what price. Anyway, it is nothing strange since the theological views of the Focolare movement allow such unity, they even consider it to be their main contents as is testified by facts: the Focolare movement makes unity with pagans (hinduists, buddhists…), with Masons (Rotary Club and the like) and they call this unity love. So why could they not make unity with Communist systems in different countries if according to the Focolare movement we should have love for all people and make unity with all? We ask when this movement is going to get in unity with satanists considering that their influence and power are growing more and more and it is necessary to go hand in hand with the influential structures. 

Bishop L. Hučko pronounced publicly that as the leader of Focolare he “never came into any contact with StB, nor did he ever speak with them, nor did they ever call him up”. But in such case it is necessary to bring the truth into the open, that is to say that the Focolare leadership collaborated with the secret police (StB) on higher level. It is necessary that the ordinary focolarines know this and decide accordingly whether even after the revelation of this reality they wish to remain in this organization. Then another question arises: Did the Focolare leadership have a contract with StB on higher level in former Eastern Germany, Hungary…, too? The focolarines from CSSR had close contacts with the representatives of Focolare in Germany. Here they even recommended candidates outside this movement for secret ordination (we have several testimonies). Did the secret police in CSSR or the secret police in DDR know about that contact?

The supreme leadership of the Focolare movement followed the motto: The end sanctifies the means. The end was as quickly as possible to penetrate into the whole world, and they even managed to do so, but at what price? By his public declaration Bishop L. Hučko admitted indirectly that on the territory of the Communist state of CSSR the Focolare leadership collaborated with StB, and he brought forward a question: Was it not the same in other states of the communist bloc as well? Far more serious is the offence of the Focolare movement than certain concessions to StB on the part of the present bishop F. Lobkowicz of which he has by now repented publicly. The Focolare movement which holds the Church rule in the Czech Republic has the following representatives: Cardinal M. Vlk is the leading representative of Focolare, even on a worldwide scale, Archbishop J. Graubner is the chairman of ČBK, Exarch L. Hučko – the General Secretary of ČBK. On the demand for lustration of L. Hučko before his consecration Card. M. Vlk replied: “We saw to it that nothing of it be published.” Similarly the banners with demands on the day of consecration were physically destroyed by members of Focolare. It is known from practice that the influence of this movement in the civil area through various contacts goes up to the highest posts (Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Culture…). It is no problem for this movement to cover up their compromising tracks. Those who warn of the past of L. Hučko are threatened by him with severe canonical laws: “Because this (i.e. the revelation of truth) gravely injures the good name of the Church of which these persons are representatives.” This is a big meanness – to commit a crime and disguise it by the authority of the Church. Harm to the Church is not done by those who point at the offences but by Focolare hierarchs by whom these offences against the Church are committed. 

On 24th January 2007 ČBK (the executive secretary L. Hučko) issued a statement for the believers in CR regarding the question of collaboration of priests with StB. The purpose of the statement is to divert the public attention from these issues so as to prevent from dealing with the chief problem, namely with the collaboration of the highest representatives of the Focolare movement with the totalitarian Communist regime. 

Conclusion:

On 16th December 2006 Exarch L. Hučko uttered a public declaration on the web-page of the Exarchate, stating that he had never come into any contact with StB and that he likewise had never even spoken with them. This declaration has a certain form of oath. Those who know the situation at that period in the communist CSSR will reply to him that he is publicly lying. However, if he is telling the truth, then Bishop L. Hučko has publicly revealed that the Focolare leadership collaborated on higher level with the totalitarian system of Communism and with its secret police – StB. It is necessary that this matter be solved within the framework of justice, and not be pharisaically wrapped in silence. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM
Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

5th February 2007, Pidhirtsi (Ukraine)

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine
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