An open letter to Czech and Slovak bishops

Most Reverend Bishops of CR and SR,

we are turning to You with a request that through Your pastoral letter You should call priests, professors at theological faculties, seminarists, religious and believers to repentance in relation to sins against the First Commandment. We are writing to You because we have at heart the real welfare and blessing of the Czech and Slovak nation. And first of all we have at heart the eternal salvation of many!

Former Czechoslovakia is a territory where in the 9th century came a Byzantine mission led by St. Cyril and Methodius. The territory at that time was not pagan because there had already been a mission done by Scotch-Irish monks. Unfortunately these permitted syncretism of Christianity with paganism. The power of paganism was rooted in magic and divination through so-called sorcerers. Regrettably we have to state that the situation nowadays, at the beginning of the third millenium, is similar. St. Cyril and Methodius stood up against the root of negative spirituality, preached the Gospel in fullness and this brought forth an awakening but at the same time a persecution, too (cf. Acts 16:16-34). 

At many places God’s Word points at the seriousness of the sins against the first commandment, for they are connected with a curse and affect the spirit of man. Such sin has worse consequences than physical adultery or murder. Why? Because through occult practice or person engaged in occultism (divination, magic, spiritism…) the Christian receives a hidden spiritual infection which remains in his soul. It does not make any difference whether he sinned in this way yesterday or twenty years ago. Unless he renounces the power of darkness and unless he repents of this sin, the spiritual infection remains. Then it manifests itself in critical moments of life, it dulls the living relation to God and weakens the moral barriers in us which protect us from sin, but above all this spiritual infection works in the hour of death. 

At the end of the 20th century and especially after the fall of Communism the activity of various diviners and sorcerers as well as diverse old and new occult practices spread widely and they decompose not only the faith of a Christian but the whole society as well. Through all this there comes a spiritual eclipse, curse and punishments upon the nation (example – homosexuality cf. Rom 1:23-27, abortions, euthanasia).

The connection between occultism (idolatry) and curse of an individual and of the nation is clearly depicted in the whole Scripture. A sad fruit of it was wars and in the history of Israel eventually even its exile to Babylon.
The disposition to a mass spread of occultism in CR and SR consisted in the fact that the public opinion inside the Church was such that these practices were not harmful, on the contrary, they were even qualified as “gifts of God”. The roots of this blindness stem from the uncritical openness of the Church personalities (priests, religious) to the occult activity of B. Kafka and Fr. F. Ferda. How could common people defend themselves if the religious persons, even those holding high posts, kept contact with people practising occultism, admired them and let themselves be “served” by them? The consequence is a spread of infection which remains and dulls the living relation to God. 

In the Acts of the Apostles we can see how the whole island of Cyprus was kept in spiritual bondage by the occultist Bar-Jesus (cf. Acts 13:6f). Samaria was kept in similar bondage through the sorcerer Simon (cf. Acts 8:9f). The Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul radically stood up against them. 
1) In former Czechoslovakia the two main representatives of occultism were the hypnotist and parapsychologist B. Kafka and the Catholic priest who occupied himself with divination F. Ferda. 

2) Břetislav Kafka

He performed his activity in the first half of the 20th century and wrote several books. The public opinion of both the clergy and believers was and still is that his activity was in compliance with the teaching of the Catholic Church. He gained his so-called parapsychological (paranormal) skills in 1912 through a confidential contact with an experienced spiritist, a headmaster of a school in Northern Bohemia where B. Kafka had a temporary job in building a dam. 

His so-called scientific work (experimental psychology – experiments upon people) was nothing else than old spiritism dressed in scientific and Catholic terminology. The centre of his occult activity was hypnosis.
Kafka chose certain sensitive mediums which he called “subjects” and made upon them so-called scientific experiments. He induced hypnotic sleep in them and then he used that medium to gain various information or to perform some task (e.g. to kill a dog at a distance or to gain divinatory information). 

Uncritical openness of the Church and moreover her propagation of these activities resulted in a spiritual eclipse in former Czechoslovakia. 

3) Fr. František Ferda

This priest with “extraordinary sibylline skills” performed his activity in 1960-1990. During this time he occultly – allegedly miraculously – diagnosed more than 200.000 people (preferring priests and religious). He began to develop his occult skills through a contact with a certain Prague physician who occupied himself with occultism. The activity of Fr. F. Ferda was uncritically admired by almost all priests and religious, including Cardinal F. Tomášek, and they frequently used his occult “services”. The divinatory “skills” of Fr. F. Ferda were really extraordinary; he diagnosed the illness at a distance e.g. from a photograph, from a letter written by hand, from the date of birth etc. The psychic – atheist Dr. Zdeněk Rejdák wrote an advertising book about Fr. F. Ferda wherein a copy of the letter by Card. F. Tomášek to Fr. F. Ferda is published. Cardinal F. Tomášek asks Fr. F. Ferda for an occult service concerning his health and gives a blessing to his activity. To the letter is affixed the signature of Card. F. Tomášek and his stamp. The psychic Zdeněk Rejdák and the wide public consider this to be an ecclesiastical approval to this sibylline divinatory practice. It is necessary to publicly admit that Card. F. Tomášek was mistaken here and moreover, he gave offence to the Catholic faithful! 
Jindřich Paseka

In the years 1970-2000 in the Czecho-Moravian Highlands J. Paseka “diagnosed” and “healed” people in an occult way by means of dowsing-rod and pendulum. By help of an occult spiral he tore off so-called aura from people. To confuse the believers, at his entrance door he had a statue of the Holy Virgin and claimed that he is a Catholic and that priests send him privileged clients.

Because many priests and religious do not know the essential truths of the Holy Scripture and of the Catholic doctrine, tens of thousands of Catholics up to this day carry on themselves occult bonds.

Both the Czech and the Slovak Church must repent in that they not only kept silent on these abominations in the eyes of God (see Deut 18:10-14) but through the clergy they even approved and recommended them. The believers were thus put in great confusion and darkness!

After the fall of Communism (1990) there rose a swarm of psychics, diviners and magicians referring to B. Kafka and Fr. F. Ferda who were practically glorified by the Church. The darkness which lay on God’s people was soon made manifest. In 1990 Czechoslovakia was visited by the Dalai Lama of Tibet who considers himself reincarnated god (according to the Scripture 2Jn 7-10 he is qualified as one of the antichrists that have gone out into the world). The Christians received him as “his holiness” and paid him greater respect than to the Pope. Cardinal F. Tomášek, influenced by T. Halík, received from him a magic symbol, a wreath of friendship, and thus he opened the whole Church and both nations in former Czechoslovakia to the rule of darkness which shelters itself behind the Dalai Lama. 

Another case of darkening of mind of the clergy was an event which happened in the reopened seminary in Olomouc in 1991. The seminary was visited by Fr. Zíbal who occupied himself with divination by help of dowsing-rod and pendulum. He was invited by the rector of the seminary Fr. M. Kouba with the blessing of Bishop J. Graubner. Fr. Zíbal gave a lecture on his occult activity to all seminarists, he claimed that he asks the pendulum about hidden things and the pendulum answers him. Then he performed divination on most of the seminarists at a distance – through pendulum he designated the alleged geopathogenic zones under their houses. Then by help of this pendulum he measured almost all rooms of the seminarists and under their beds he placed so-called negative energy suppressers (pentagrams cut out of paper). Accompanied by the rector Fr. M. Kouba, Fr. P. Ambros, at that time the spiritual director, and Superior of the Dominican monastery, he measured even the seminary chapel and “suppressed the negative energies therein”. Up to this day noone has repented of this.

The spiritual message of B. Kafka, which was based on hypnosis, has in the present time in CR been partly adopted by the deacon Max Kašparů (see our letter of 19th October 2006, www.community.org.ua). Max Kašparů is a psychiatrist and at the same time a spiritual adviser to many religious communities. He wrote a thesis in theology (2006) on hypnosis, for which he was granted a doctor’s degree in theology at the Theological Faculty in Košice. The consultee of this thesis was Prof. J. Jarab, rector of the seminary in Spišské Podhradie. The opponent of the thesis was Bishop Mons. F. Tondra, head of the Bishops’ Conference in SR. The purpose of this thesis was the introduction of hypnosis into the pastoral service of the clergy as “a new and effective means of preaching the Gospel”. The Slovak Church thus practically publicly approved hypnosis, although this is an evident ancient occult practice which is closely tied with spiritism, magic and divination.

In Ukraine the use of hypnosis is prohibited even by the civil laws. The punishment can be prison, as one is here manipulating human freedom.

The Focolare Greek-Catholic Bishop L. Hučko in Prague has founded for the hypnotist MUDr. M. Kašparů a bureau of social and legal advice (especially for Ukrainians, as he emphasizes on his web-page www.exarchat.cz), so that he may “beneficially develop his new pastoral service in the Church”. This is another abuse of the Church towards the propagation of hypnosis and moreover, MUDr. ThD. Kašparů is not competent (he does not have education in social and legal sphere). Bishop L. Hučko thus commits an abuse of his authority and he deserves punishment since the Ukrainian civil authorities punish the use of hypnosis under the law. 
Hypnosis destroys the saving faith and seriously endangers salvation. 
We also remind here of homoeopathy again. The Slovak Bishops’ Conference in 1996 practically approved occult homoeopathy. Until this time there has been no repentance!
Prof. Tomáš Halík, Prague

Fr. T. Halík is in the present time a key personality in the enforcement of new spirituality and new philosophy of the New Age in the Catholic Church. His books are being translated into different world languages; similarly as his 19-part TV serial which propagates religious syncretism. T. Halík claims to be a Catholic priest and at the same time he declares that he experienced a buddhist enlightenment in Japan and India. His theology practically is relativism where all is one – good and evil, truth and lie. In his church of the Most Holy Saviour in Prague he introduced buddhist meditations. He has been charged with the pastoral service for university students in CR. Books by T. Halík violate the essential truths of the Christian faith and open the readers to a new spirituality contradictory to the Gospel. In this activity he is supported and protected by Card. M. Vlk!

Prof. T. Halík has as “a seeker of spirituality” uncritically opened himself to many forms of occultism. He has never dissociated himself from this, on the contrary, he recommends many occult practices; nevertheless, he does not consider himself to be an occultist. De facto he is an apostate and the Church is bound by an obligation to declare it even de iure!
The question of literature

An old proverb says: Tell me what you read and I’ll tell you who you are. Young man after conversion inevitably needs a sound orientation in religious literature. He needs to know what is harmful for his soul and what beneficial. How many books were published with ecclesiastical approval within 17 years of freedom; all the same, in most cases these are either explicit or covert heresies. There is some other spirit blowing in these books than the spirit of sound teaching. How is it possible that in Slovakia there was a Holy Scripture published which has a commentary by Prof. J. Heriban who propagates historic-critical theology? Or how could there be ecclesiastical approval given to W. Trutwin’s book “He Opened the Scriptures to Us” if it ridicules all miracles and denies the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ? The seminarists in Spišské Podhradie and in Košice are obligatorily formed in accordance with this book. The approval was given by the present chairman of the Bishops’ Conference Mons. F. Tondra.

It is absolutely impossible that the discernment of such books should be made by people with “theological education” who have the spirit of HCT or sympathies with syncretism or even the spirit of the New Age. Such discernment can be made only by people with the true ‘sentire cum ecclesia’!
It is a crime when the Catholic News in SR and CR recommend books e.g. by Prof. T. Halík, A. de Mello SJ, A. Grün OSB, P. de Chardin SJ or books propagating HCT and occultism. The common believers receive this advertising as an imprimatur and this is a big deceit endangering the salvation of many. 

A look at the current state of the Church in the Czech and Slovak Republics 
The above-mentioned occult practices have penetrated here the so-called Christian life and one cannot speak about true repentance until Christians break with this spiritual infection and with the sympathies towards these practices. Our Catholic believers approach the sacrament of Penance, receive the Holy Communion and consider themselves to be exemplary Catholics; however, in their hearts they still carry this spiritual poison. Similarly as the people of Israel outwardly served God but in reality in their heart they “carried the tent of Moloch and the star of the god Remphan” (Acts 7:43). If the spiritual awakening and rooting of God’s people in Christ and in Christian principles is to come, it is necessary to break with concrete occult practices and to consciously separate from the spiritual powers working through concrete persons and representatives of false spirituality. In CR and SR these are in particular: B. Kafka, Fr. F. Ferda, and in the present time the deacon M. Kašparů and the priest Prof. T. Halík. 

In each nation it is a certain individual or a group behind whom there is an occult, that means a negative spiritual background blocking the possibility of true spiritual awakening!!!
Conclusion:

Most Reverend Fathers, because here the eternal salvation of souls is at stake, we want to encourage You not to make light of this issue. Please, write a pastoral letter concerning the first God’s commandment and recommend the exercise directors that in this year 2007 all participants of spiritual exercises should concretely renounce the spiritual bondage to the above-mentioned personalities as well as the spirit which is behind their activity! This is a concrete repentance which God wants both You and His people to do today. May St. Cyril and Methodius intercede not only for the Czech and the Slovak nation but also for whole Europe, so that a true reevangelization may come!

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 1st June 2007

Copies to: His Holiness Benedict XVI 

Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine
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