Open letter to the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI. 

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Holiness, 

Your election is connected with the motto: “We can experiment no longer!” (Yet we need to accomplish a true renewal of the Church.)

We are much thankful to God for You, and not only we but also all genuine Catholics and all Christians who really have at heart salvation of immortal souls and genuine good of the Church. 

Relativism, liberalism and the spirit of the world have penetrated into the Church and paralyzed her, so that we are unable either to defend ourselves against the internal decay or to pursue a true mission in the power of the Holy Spirit.

It is indeed a great miracle of God that on the threshold of the third millenium God has called You that as new Moses You can bring the people of God out of the slavery of Egypt (spirit of the world). God was bringing up Moses in the desert for 40 years to teach him the wisdom of God. You were a counsellor during the Council, You perceived the real needs of the Church; however, You had to wait helplessly for 40 years like Moses. When Moses reached his 80 years of age, he was called by God to free the people of God. You, Your Holiness, in 2007 will reach his age and God is putting in front of You the same task. This year is the first sabbatical (seventh) year in the third millenium. The substance of sabbatical (7th) year is absolute confidence in God, that means internal reform! 

What does the Catholic Church need nowadays, what do all Christians need? There is one most important need and that is an internal reform (renewal of the Church). All those who share Your view of faith, even those who have an opposite attitude, are well aware that noone else today can actualize the task of Moses in the Church but You. The time of the reform has come. We believe that the Holy Spirit will show You, whether directly or even through members of the mystical body, what particular steps You are to take. 

In humility and unworthiness we take the liberty to propose several ideas to You: 

In the first place You need light and strength, therefore it is necessary to call the people of God to prayers and peace offerings for this purpose. 

The key point is the question of seminary, which is the heart of diocese. Therefore it is necessary to begin the reform straight here. The essence of the reform is a change of spirit. The spirit of the world must be replaced by the Spirit of Christ. That is why a sound biblical and Catholic teaching is needed. This foundation of sound teaching is particularly clearly and popularly expressed in Your book Dialogues with V. Messori (1984). The book offers a clear view of the Holy Scripture, of the field of morals, doctrine, spiritual life. The step of faith lies in starting a reform in the seminaries. May St. Pius X., St. Charles of Borromeo and other Church fathers be an inspiration to You. The students must be given a healthy formation by people who as educators have life experience and who in the first place have at heart the salvation of immortal souls and the will of God. What You must do is to write clear and binding directives for the reform of the study and formation of future priests. What may be taught and what is a harmful teaching and a harmful spirit. From the perspective of the reform You must now choose new bishops. Not out of such priests who have opposite views, but such who will take up the programme of seminary reform and thus even of the reform of the Church.

An example how to perform an anti-reform in seminaries and in the Church is Card. M. Vlk in CR (Czech Republic). Four years ago he changed the spirit of the theological faculty in Prague. He threw out an orthodox (faithful Catholic) dean and orthodox professors and promoted liberals instead. The fruit: moral and doctrinal heresies and death of spiritual life! What about Your planned visit to CR? The invitation to CR by Cardinal M. Vlk is not with an intention of starting a true reform and spiritual awakening, yet the purpose is quite contrary. As ordinary he will soon reach 75 years of age, but his aim is to keep his office, or else to appoint some man of his in his place. Moreover, as a leading representative of Focolare he is pursuing even other aims. We must therefore remind here what was the reaction of the spirit of Focolare in CR to the encyclical Dominus Iesus. By a phrase: “There’s no love in it” frequently used by focolarines one of the focolarine bishops condemned not only the encyclical but also the One it speaks about – the Lord Jesus Himself. 

Therefore we emphasize that the first point of the reform must be a personal conversion and receiving the Lord Jesus as one’s personal Saviour and Lord, and not His condemnation as it was treacherously done by the Focolare spirit in CR. This spiritual reform must start in the seminaries, and that on the very basis of the encyclical Dominus Iesus! 

And what are the means to a true reform? Appointing Apostolic Visitators in every nation, two bishops who similarly as Apostolic Nuncio will be subordinated directly to You and will realize and bear the responsibility for the reform in seminaries according to clear and concrete directives. Only after the reform is started, pastoral tours outside Rome can make sense. 

Do not be afraid! Start the reform! We can wait no longer! We can experiment no longer!

In Christ Yours devoted,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril  J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Pidhirtsi, October 13, 2006
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