Pascendi Dominici gregis (1907-2007)

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church 
Article 8 – the causes of Modernism, quotation:

a) Curiosity and pride

That we may become more thoroughly acquainted with Modernism and more easily follow after the appropriate means to heal so great a wound, it will be good, venerable brothers, at least partly to inquire the causes out of which this evil has arisen or by which it has been sustained.

There is no doubt that the nearest and immediate cause must be sought in the infatuation of spirit. The more distant causes then are two – inquisitive curiosity and pride. 
Inquisitive curiosity: Unless one wisely keeps a curb on it, it itself suffices for us to explain why all heresies arose. That is why our predecessor Gregory XVI rightly wrote: “One must feel great pain seeing how far the fabrications of human mind might attain when someone is chasing after novelties and when in spite of all the Apostle’s exhortations he seeks to know more than is appropriate, reposes exceeding confidence in himself and at the same time believes that he may seek the truth somewhere beyond the true teaching of the Catholic Church which, however, is without the least stain of heresy.” 
Pride darkens the spirit and draws it into heresy much more effectively than inquisitive curiosity. Pride among Modernists is quite at home. From their doctrine it draws abundant nourishment and wraps itself in most diverse gowns. It comes from very pride that they repose such exceeding confidence in themselves and that they regard themselves as the general norm, and in this way they present themselves to others, too. Again pride is the cause of their empty boasts, as if they alone had all the wisdom, and they say conceitedly: “We are not like others”; and that they not even be compared to others, they catch at every novelty, however preposterous it may be, and fantasize about it. Out of pride they reject whatever submission and claim that authority must be brought into harmony with freedom. Out of pride they forget themselves and occupy themselves merely with plans about the reform of others, and therefore they do not have respect for any authority, not even for the supreme power. Indeed, there is no shorter and more comfortable way to Modernism than pride. Whether it is a Catholic layman or priest – unless he keeps the Christian principles, which command us to deny ourselves if we want to follow Christ, and unless he removes pride from his heart, then it is him who is most disposed to take the heresies of Modernists as his own!
Therefore, venerable brothers, it must be Your primary duty to put up resistance to such proud people, to entrust to them only lower and less honourable offices, that the more they give themselves airs, the more they should be humbled, that in a more inferior office they thus do less harm. Besides, as carefully as possible take heed of seminarians, and that as You Yourselves so by help of the superiors in seminaries, and should You find any that are of proud nature, then with all resolution refuse their further advance towards priesthood. May we in every time persistently watch over this thing as its seriousness requires!
b) Ignorance

If we pass from moral causes to those that concern reason, then as the first and principal cause of the rise of Modernism there appears ignorance (of proper Catholic identity)… The very reason why they kept to modern philosophy was that they were dazed with its glare and its snares, and the other one (the life philosophy founded on the Gospel) they did not know at all, so they had no proof by which they would ward off the confusion of terms and reject sofismata. Out of the connection of false philosophy and faith was born their system which abounds in so many and so great heresies. 

Commentary after 100 years

Why does St. Pius X consider inquisitive curiosity and pride the root of all heresies? Because they are chasing after novelties which the Apostle warns against, and a Christian through them then rejects Christ’s Gospel and His Spirit. Through these novelties, behind which is the spirit of heresy and the spirit of the world, he receives a different gospel, a different spirit and a different christ (cf. 2Cor 11:4). This spirit of heresy does not lead to self-denial, to denial of one’s inquisitive curiosity and pride and it is not a means to salvation!

In the present time, as we have pointed out in many letters, one can see internal decay of the Church caused by the historic-critical theology (HCT). That was why St. Pius X warned that one must feel great pain seeing how far the fabrications of human reason might attain when chasing after novelties.

One has to differentiate inquisitive curiosity from a deep desire to know the truth. The only and living truth is Jesus Himself in whom dwells all the fullness of knowledge and truth. In Him is also our salvation and eternal life!

A Catholic layman or priest who ignores basic Christian principles is most disposed to take the heresies of Modernists and nowadays the teaching of HCT as his own. Concerning Christian principles, here the point is especially the willingness to deny oneself and to follow Christ. Everyone who will honestly pursue these two principles will thus also remove from his heart pride which is the cause of all heresies and eventually even of eternal perdition!

By saying that pride among Modernists is quite at home, St. Pius X also makes a truthful spiritual diagnosis of the contemporary theologians of HCT:

Concretely he characterizes this spirit of pride as follows:

1) they regard themselves as the general norm;

2) they boast themselves as if they alone had all the wisdom;

3) they catch at every novelty, however preposterous it may be, and fantasize about it;
4) they reject whatever authority (of the Holy Scripture, of the Holy Father);

5) they do not want to reform themselves but just the others.

Pius X says about the pride of these theologians that it wraps itself in most diverse gowns. The present Pope Benedict XVI actualizes this phenomenon of pride by an analysis of the situation after the Second Vatican Council.

a) There has been an opinion created that the hitherto Church tradition is no more acceptable.

b) The idea of turning to the world and of responsibility for the world many times degenerated into naive faith in science and into the understanding of science as a new gospel.

c) At the same time one started to take over as theologically unrefutable the criticism of tradition from modern Protestant exegesis, especially the teaching of Rudolf Bultmann and his school (HCT). (Interview with V. Messori, 1984)

St. Pius X considers inquisitive curiosity and pride the root of all heresies. These two main causes of heresies are also the causes of original sin. The Holy Father Benedict XVI says: “The incapacity to comprehend original sin and the inability to explain it to believers is indeed one of the most serious problems of contemporary theology and pastoral care.” (Interview with V. Messori, 1984)

However, present-day theology does not deal with this most serious problem at all and that is why it is not able to lay down sound principles of pastoral care. Moreover, this theology does not even pursue the main aim of man, which is the salvation of soul, which is only in Jesus Christ.

These theologians do not emphasize the need of knowledge of the Catholic identity and of the basic truths necessary for salvation. Quite the contrary, they excessively emphasize interreligious dialogue built on the basis of respect for and openness to the pagan religions. Next they emphasize openness to the world and false scientism in the interpretation of the Scripture. The fruit of this phenomenon of pride is internal poisoning of the Church by the spirit of the New Age which brings about apostasy from Christ and thereby also eternal perdition!
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