Pascendi Dominici gregis (1907-2007)
Introduction:

In the year 2007 we commemorate the 100th anniversary (1907) of publication of the most topical and most needed encyclical of recent centuries. With regard to the protection of our faith, effectuality and topicality of the encyclical are the same!

Quotation from the encyclical: “Who inclines to Modernism in whatever way, for such person let it be without any regard excluded to hold the office of a director or a teacher. And if he already holds such office, let him be deprived of it. Similarly, let those, too, be deprived of their office who in secret or in public display a liking for Modernism, either by extolling the Modernists and justifying their guilt or by vilifying the faith, the Fathers or the teaching authority of the Church or by denying obedience to the Church authority, whoever the bearer of this authority may be. Similarly, let even those be deprived of their office who in history and archaeology are chasing after novelties.

With the same vigilance and severity it is necessary to examine and choose those who intend (to begin) a life of consecration. Let the liking for novelties be far from the clerical dignity: Proud and stubborn spirits are an abomination to the Lord!
Similarly, bishops have a duty to take care that Modernist writings or writings that are soaked with Modernism and support it be not read in case they have already been published, or else that their publication be prevented. Moreover, that young men in seminaries or university students be not allowed to read such books, papers or journals, for these are harmful no less than immoral books; indeed, they are even more harmful in that they violate the foundations of Christian life. 

The prohibition also includes the writings of certain Catholics who may have no evil intention, but they have no orthodox education and are soaked with a newer philosophy (note: nowadays modern philosophies connected with reincarnation are popular). Those are trying to bring this philosophy into conformity with the faith and, as they say, to use it for the benefit of the faith. Because these writings are read without worry due to the good name and good reputation of their authors, they are the more dangerous, for the readers will thus gradually incline to Modernism… We then wish that bishops put aside any fear or worldly caution, not caring about the shouting of the evil ones, and that each of them mildly but resolutely fulfil his duty.

Now, venerable brothers, upon whose help and zealousness we rely so much, we sincerely pray to God to grant You an abundance of light from above that You may recognize in such a rupture of spirits and rush of heresies what You are to do and that with all Your might and resolution You may dedicate Yourselves to what You recognized as Your duty. Let Jesus Christ, the Author and Consummator of our faith, stand by You with His power. Let the Immaculate Virgin, the destroyer of all heresies, stand by You with Her intercession and help. We then, as a guarantee of our love and God’s consolation in adversities, bestow upon You, upon the clergy and upon Your believers with greatest willingness our Apostolic Blessing.”

(Given in Rome at St. Peter’s on 8th September 1907 in the fifth year of our Pontificate) Pius PP. X

