Prayers for unity of Christians (18th-25th January)

To all representatives of non-Catholic Churches

Dear representatives of non-Catholic Churches,

we have sent You several copies of letters concerning concrete forms of repentance. In those letters we turned to our Holy Father and to our Catholic cardinals. In this letter we are turning to You. Already for several decades prayers for unity of Christians take place every year from 18th to 25th January. In relation to these common prayers and efforts, we are sending You two ideas:
1) of true unity in Christ;

2) of a true relation to the mother of Jesus.

ad 1) True unity in Christ

There is a big difference between the terms ecumenism and unity. The day before His death, Jesus prayed for unity of His disciples. That we may understand correctly what unity means, several times He makes it accurate what it rests in. The aim and the fruit of this unity is that the world may believe. The reaction to those who have believed is then as follows: “The world has hated them because they are not of the world.” (Jn 17:14) False unity through so-called ecumenism and interreligious dialogue is, on the contrary, making of unity with the spirit of this world. 
Jesus next emphasizes: “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” (v.17) The spirit of buddhism and the spirit of New Age, which does not distinguish between truth and lie, has nothing to do with truth or with sanctification. So-called ecumenical unity without the spirit of repentance, without the Spirit of truth, is no unity in Christ. 
If at least two people, who have believed in Jesus, are to make true unity in Him, they both along with their “old man” (old nature) (see Rom 6:6), which is in them, must enter spiritual death, that means deny their self. Otherwise speaking about unity with Christ or about mutual unity is mere deceit and misleading catchphrases.
Nowadays the world is promoting false unity in the spirit of antichrist. One speaks here about uniformity, about so-called globalization with the world, which, in essence, is being promoted even by the Focolare movement inside the Catholic Church. This movement disguises itself by pious phrases about unity and love and hypocritically shelters itself even behind the papal authority and behind Marian devotion. But all that is a deceit. It is unity with lie and sin. Focolare has neither the Spirit of truth nor the spirit of true repentance. This movement is a Trojan horse inside the Church; it makes syncretism with paganism and with the spirit of atheism which is behind the historic-critical theology (HCT). Cardinal M. Vlk (Focolare) has removed orthodox Catholic professors from the Catholic theological faculty in Prague (Czech Republic) with the help of state institutions and has installed there the rule of the spirit of apostasy through HCT and through respect for (or unity with) paganism. The fruit is death of God’s life in the Church in the Czech Republic and legalization of homosexual marriage in the state. Who has all this on conscience is the hierarchy comprised of members of the Focolare movement.
How can the Catholic Church make true unity with other Christian denominations when, in fact, it has abandoned the substance, which is a living relationship – true unity with Christ? Through the teaching of HCT the present-day Catholic Church practically does not believe in the Divinity of Christ. It teaches about some Christ of faith and historical Christ. This spirit of heresy declares that the Holy Scripture is not inspired by God but is on the same level with pagan fables and myths. Such heresies are taught by apostatic Catholics, but also Protestants, and both then make false ecumenical unity without Christ! Such unity leads to eternal perdition. Without repentance there is no unity. True disciples are nowadays being persecuted and spiritually killed by those who have usurped the Church power and promote false unity.

By this letter we are turning today to all Christians and invite them onto the way of true unity which is built on the principles of the Gospel and on the true spirit of repentance. 
Even here we invite the Catholic Church anew to repentance. Last time (8th December 2007) we asked the Holy Father to declare six-year public penance – repentance (2008-2013). In the first place we emphasize a demand that the Holy Father should forbid the teaching of HCT. We also asked him to make an act of public repentance for a great offence caused by the Pope John Paul II not only to all sincere Catholics but also to all Christians through the gesture in Assisi. This gesture is being perpetually and widely abused to create a false public opinion in the Church and has become a precedent to follow. Buddhists, hinduists, animists, however, do not pray to God but to demons. This is being intentionally concealed from the Catholics. 

The contemporary Catholic theology thus opens itself to the spirit which puts Christ’s Church on the same level with pagan religions. This is a great deceit and demagogy. Regrettably to say, this spirit is promoted by many Catholic theologians and approved by many bishops. Such attitude is a self-destruction and destroys whatever mission. We admit that a lot of non-Catholics, such as the Orthodox, the Evangelicals, or the Pentecostalists, are clear not only about the question of historic-critical theology, which they radically reject, but also about so-called respect for pagan religions. 
False respect and false unity is notoriously emphasized by all who have not been converted and have not yet received the Spirit of Christ (cf. Rom 8:9). These are spiritually dead Christians. In reality they are enemies of Christ within the Church and make unity with the spirit of this world. 

Hereby we also want to draw the attention of You non-Catholics to the 6-year public penance and we invite You to set for us Catholics an example of true repentance founded on the biblical principles. The model of unity may be likened to a sphere in the centre of which is Jesus. Each of us is on the surface. As much one launches out into the deep – into the centre, so much one is close to Jesus and so much one is also in unity with those who likewise are close to Jesus. Unless we break with the spirit of the world, we shall attain no unity with Christ. 

Not all things in ecumenism are bad. However, bad is the foundation and that is the spirit of the world, the spirit that avoids true repentance. The spirit of repentance is avoided by a major part of the hierarchy, by a major part of the clergy, by a major part of men and women religious and by a large number of Christians, too. To them and to each of us it may be applied: “Unless you repent, you will all perish.” (Lk 13:3)

ad 2) A true relation to the Mother of Jesus

The relation of the Catholic Church to the Mother of God

The doctrine of the Church includes an article of faith that Mary is the Birthgiver of God – Theotokos. This dogma was proclaimed at the Council of Ephesus on June 7, 431. 

In 1854, the Catholic Church proclaimed an article of faith that Mary was conceived without any stain of original sin. In 1950 – that Mary was taken up body and soul into heaven. 

These dogmata stem from the Holy Scripture and corroborate the Tradition of the Church as well as the teaching of Christians in relation to the mother of Jesus. These articles of faith are closely tied with the articles of faith which refer to Jesus Christ. To fight against them means to fight against Christ. In the 3rd and 4th centuries the heresy of Arianism spread. Behind this old heresy is the same spirit which can nowadays be seen with Jehovah’s Witnesses as well as with those Catholics or Protestants who have received the spirit of HCT. All these denied and even today deny the Divinity of Christ. That was why the Arians attacked not only Christ but also His mother. Christ was conceived in a supernatural way by the Holy Spirit, as it is expressly testified in the Scripture and also in the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in Jesus Christ… who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.” This profession of faith is explained by St. Augustine (5th cent.) as follows: “Mary remained a virgin in conceiving her Son, a virgin in giving birth to Him, a virgin in carrying Him, a virgin in nursing Him, always a virgin.” Conception and birth of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, is an extraordinary miracle and is inseparably connected with virginity of His mother Mary. The Son of God assumed human nature through the new woman of whom it had been told in Paradise that she and her offspring would crush the head of the serpent – the devil (cf. Gen 3:15). That woman is Mary, not Eve. Mary was in the deepest unity with her Son all through her life. “Whoever abides in Him (in Christ) does not sin.” (1Jn 3:6) This is true first of all of Jesus’ mother Mary. She was preserved from original sin and also did not sin.

Objections of Protestantism

The Virgin Mary allegedly had other children besides Jesus, that is to say that the so-called brothers and sisters of the Lord, whom the Scripture mentions, were allegedly His own brothers and sisters. However, the reality is such that the Jews also used the term “brother” and “sister” for addressing their relatives. For example, Abraham called his nephew Lot his brother etc. 

The fact that the Mother of God was a virgin means that she did not have any other children. This truth had to be defended against heretics already by St. Ignatius (yr. 107), a disciple of the evangelist John, further by St. Justin (yr. 130), St. Polycarp (150), St. Hippolytus (230). The Divinity of Christ and thereby also the virginity of His mother was attacked by Arius. The heresy of consanguineous brothers was supported even by the bishop Bonosus. In 392 this heresy was condemned by the Church and became silent until the 16th century. Unfortunately, after the division of Christians a sad inheritance – the heresy of Arians from the 4th century – came back to life. 

The Virgin Mary received her first-born Son by faith and her second-born son and other second-born sons and daughters she received in the person of the disciple standing by the cross. In the hour of His death Jesus said to the disciple: “Behold, your mother.” (Jn 19:27) This word is also addressed to all Jesus’ disciples who even today stand spiritually by the cross and are willing to receive in obedience His testament given to the Church. Before that, Jesus said to His mother: “Woman, behold, your son.” (Jn 19:26) In this most serious moment before His death, when He is breaking the root and the power of sin and overcoming Satan, God’s promise given in Paradise is being fulfilled: “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall crush thy head.” (Gen 3:15) In Paradise the devil deceived the first woman, mother of humanity. This first woman – Eve – through her disobedience to God opened both herself and us to the demonic infection of sin. Thus the so-called old man was conceived – through the evil spirit and disobedience of Eve. The old man in us is the seed of the devil. The new man, created by God, is the new woman. Her seed is Jesus Christ and those who have received Him. Since in each of us is the seed of the old Eve along with the curse, we all have to be born anew through faith and through the Spirit of God (cf. Jn 3:7) that we may thus be delivered from the hereditary curse – from the blame. We have to receive Jesus into our own (Gr: eis ta idia) and we will thus become children of God (cf. Jn 1:11-12). Through whom did God send His Son to us? Through the Holy Spirit and through the new woman. “When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman.” (Gal 4:4) This woman is the mother of a new generation (of a new seed). By reason of the merits of Christ God preserved her from the curse of original sin by granting her the fullness of grace (kecharitomené – see Lk 1:28). Her first-born is the Son of God, Jesus Christ. Her second-born offspring (seed) is all those who are Jesus’ witnesses. The devil hates these spiritual children the same as he hates this new woman, mother of the new generation. “And the dragon (the devil) was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Rev 12:17) In the hour of His death on the cross Jesus conquered the devil and in this hour He gave His mother to the disciple. In this hour the disciple took her into himself (Gr.: eis ta idia; Lat.: in sua). In this hour and in this place the Heavenly Father through His Son gave us a new heart and performed here a spiritual transplantation (cf. Ezek 36:26). He will then take away our stony heart, and that will be no sooner than in the hour of our physical death. With the stony heart, which has in itself the devil’s genetic code rooted, noone will enter God’s glory. God Himself performs this double intervention. First He will give the new heart and then He will take away the stony one. How shall this be? The response is: “With God nothing will be impossible.” (Lk 1:37) Do not doubt and believe. 

On Golgotha God gave a new heart to all the Church through the disciple’s obedient receipt of mother. God thereby gives us through His Son a new nature, a new man, His mother. In that hour the disciple took her into himself (eis ta idia, in sua). Do the same with faith. Nothing more and nothing less. Jesus’ word is also addressed to you who are His disciple: “Behold, your mother!” (Jn 19:27) Likewise the promise refers to you: “A new heart I will give to you… I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh.” (Ezek 36:26)
This is the spiritual meaning of the last Christ’s words to the disciple from the cross. What happens here is a spiritual transplantation (implantation) of a new heart which like a new vessel (a new wineskin) is able to preserve the Holy Spirit. The old heart, similarly as old wineskin, is not able to preserve the new wine of God’s Spirit (cf. Mt 9:17). With this new heart we are to experience our death with Christ and our resurrection with Him (cf. Col 2:12). Then in the power of the Holy Spirit we are to witness to Jesus. This is the spiritual meaning of Christ’s testament. 
Concerning the material level of Christ’s words, let us realize that John did not have any house. As a true disciple, he forsook everything for Christ’s sake (cf. Lk 14:33). Because he forsook everything, he also – according to the Gospel – received a hundredfold more – new houses, new brothers and new sisters (cf. Mk 10:30). That new house as well as new home for John was the early community of Christians in Jerusalem which was born on the day of Pentecost. The warmth of home for children is created by their mother, and Jesus’ mother whom John received spiritually he then gave to all Jesus’ children in the Jerusalem Church. All of them received the new Spirit and through John even the new heart and then Jesus worked great wonders and signs through the apostles (cf. Acts 5:12). This spiritual family was “of one heart and one soul” (Acts 4:32) and up to this time it remains God’s model of Christ’s Church for all Christians. Here we are to seek the roots of true unity.

If someone claims that in the hour of His death Jesus wanted to settle material affairs and if at the same time one claims that Jesus had consanguineous brothers and sisters, the conclusion of such statements is a big absurdity. It is as if Jesus said: “My family is not able to take care of my mother and therefore in the hour of my death I have to settle our family affairs and entrust my mother to a completely different person because my own brothers and sisters are unable to take care of her. I don’t care about salvation and eternal life of those who will believe in me! I don’t care about the Church – the spiritual family! Now in the hour of my death I need to settle the earthly provision of my family. For the relations there are so unbalanced that my own brothers and sisters would probably let my mother die of hunger, and that is why I have to give her to a completely strange man!” Into such absurdities leads the heretical statement that Jesus had brothers and sisters and furthermore, that His last will – testament – has no spiritual character but concerns mere material provision of His mother.

Someone said to Jesus in Capernaum: “Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeing to speak with You.” Jesus answered: “Who is My brother, My sister and My mother? … Whoever who does the will of My Father in heaven.” (Mt 12:47-50) However, there was noone, excepting Jesus, who did the will of God so perfectly as His mother.

Jesus also said: “Whoever of you does not forsake father or mother... is not worthy of Me.” (cf. Lk 14:33; Mt 10:37), and now in the hour of His death He should preach a different Gospel in which He would put material affairs in the first place? 

Mary – the new Eve – is the greatest pattern of faith. In her the Word became flesh through her faith. She kept all God’s words in her heart (cf. Lk 2:51). It is said about her: “Blessed is she who believed those things which were told her from the Lord.” (Lk 1:45) And it also holds true about her: “All generations will call me blessed.” (Lk 1:48) It is a paradox that the very Christians, who recognize Jesus as their personal Saviour and Lord, put Jesus’ mother on an equal level with pagan Artemis and say that Mary is the Queen of heaven in the sense of pagan goddesses. One is astonished at such blasphemy in the books of current Christian authors who on the one hand challenge Christians to the spiritual battle with Satan, e.g. in the book “Territorial demons”, and on the other hand they pronounce such untruths and offences which are directed not only against Jesus’ mother but downright against Jesus.

It is painful when a Catholic encouraged by the book about martyrs “Extreme Devotion” starts to recommend it enthusiastically and after some time he finds out that it contains heresies like e.g. that Jesus’ mother had other children. 

To claim that Jesus’ mother had physical children is an affront to the whole Christian Tradition and to the Saviour. In this matter every Christian has to repent. How? In such way that he will stand in spirit by the cross and receive Jesus’ testament as it was received by the disciple John, and then he will call Mary blessed (see Lk 1:48) and will not offend her. Concerning the fact that many put Jesus’ mother on an equal level with demonic idols like goddesses Kali, Artemis…, this is a great affront! 
However, in some cases this aversion to Jesus’ mother is probably a reaction to the false devotion of the Catholics. We have to admit that many Catholics, apostates, disguise occultism and syncretism by the devotion to the Mother of God. One Catholic journal published articles on the topic: “Virgin Mary, Mother of all nations”. Commentaries and illustrations were largely presented in the spirit of New Age. This, of course, has nothing in common with the true devotion to the Mother of God. There were also a few good ideas mixed therein but the spirit that is behind it is strongly misleading. If these articles were read by a Protestant Christian, they would only confirm his false attitude – rejection of the Mother of God. This Catholic journal, too, has a false attitude. We are obliged to discern properly and to know what is the biblical and true Catholic as well as Christian devotion to the Mother of God and what is the caricature of this devotion which leads away from Christ. The spirit of lie is able to abuse not only the devotion and true relation to the Virgin Mary but even the very words of the Scripture. An example is the temptation of Christ in the desert. One has to realize that the Virgin Mary is no goddess; she is a mere man – but a chosen man, extraordinarily favoured (full of grace – kecharitomene /Lk 1:48/). St. Louis Grignon of Montfort emphasizes: “If the devotion to Jesus’ mother does not lead to Jesus, such devotion is of the devil and one must reject it.”
Concerning the last two dogmata, they are connected with one another. The Virgin Mary was not delivered but preserved from original sin by virtue of the merits of Christ. From this it follows that she was taken up body and soul into heaven. “The wages of sin is death.” (Rom 6:23) She, however, had neither sin – i.e. original sin – nor sins. She lived by faith, she was firmly rooted in Christ and therefore she was taken up into heaven. This has been the teaching of the Church throughout 19 centuries. The influence of the Enlightenment, Modernism and atheism cast doubt upon this truth. That was why the Church formulated it bindingly as an article of faith.

If Henoch and the prophet Elijah were taken up into heaven, the more so was Jesus’ mother! The Apostle Paul points out a mystery which contains the truth that the generation that will live to see the coming of Christ will not die but will be transformed without death; so more especially this refers to Jesus’ mother who was wholly preserved from sin. So these two dogmata just express the truths of the Scripture and of the Tradition of the Church.

As regards apparitions of the Virgin Mary, some are true and some not. The Word of God says: “Test everything, do not quench the Spirit (of repentance).” (1Thes 5:21.19) Apparitions which were acknowledged by the Church as true are e.g. Lourdes (1858) and Fatima (1917). In both these places the Mother of God, by the word of prophecy, invites to repentance. The fruit is the conversion of souls to Christ and numbers of miraculous recoveries. 

When Mary visited Elizabeth and greeted her, all were filled with the Holy Spirit and all became prophets (Elizabeth prophesied: “Why is this granted me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” /Lk 1:43/, Zacharias prophesied about his son /see Lk 1:68-79/, the babe in the womb of Elizabeth leaped for joy /Lk 1:44/ and became the greatest prophet!). The disciple John received Jesus’ mother and he also became a prophet among the Apostles (he is the author of the prophetical Apocalypse). The Holy Spirit works through prophets. Who was filled with the Holy Spirit more than Jesus’ mother? She conceived the Word by the Holy Spirit. She prayed together with the Apostles on the day of Pentecost and received the fullness of the Holy Spirit again.

Naturally, we have to distinguish true devotion from spiritism behind which is a different spirit, the spirit of lie and death. To confuse one with another would border on the sin against the Holy Spirit! 

Unfortunately, the structure of New Age has paralysed the Catholic Church which thereby lost power to stand radically against the whole realm of darkness: magic, divination, spiritism and all their covert forms. Therefore it has to repent in this sphere as soon as possible, otherwise the internal decay will continue!
It is a big offence that goddess Kali was placed in Fatima and the local bishop is covering this desolation and abomination in the holy place with religious phrases. Here likewise one must do concrete penance and purification!
Martin Luther, though having stood against many practices of the Catholic Church, venerated the Mother of God till his death and prayed “Magnificat” daily.
Conclusion
Dear representatives of non-Catholic Churches, every year from 18th to 25th January prayers for unity of Christians take place. In relation to these common prayers and efforts, we are sending You two ideas: 1) of true unity in Christ, 2) of a true relation to the Mother of Jesus.

Today Jesus says to each of His disciples: “Behold, your mother!” and He wants His every disciple to receive her into himself (eis ta idia, in sua) by faith like the disciple who was standing by the cross. And Jesus wants, too, His Mother to be called blessed by all generations (cf. Lk 1:48).

In Christ,
Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD.OSBM
Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic.OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 30th December 2007
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