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Immaculate Conception of Virgin Mary

Mons. I. Jurkovič

Apostolic Nuncio

Kiev

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Excellence,

we are reminding You of Your great responsibility in front of the Church and God for events that are going on in Ukraine in these days. Cardinal L. Huzar is openly preparing a schism (see our letter to the Holy Father from 21st October 2005), and occupies the key posts with people by whom this policy of his is promoted. 

Issue of simony: Your Excellence, we want to bring Your attention to information that are being spread among priests and believers. We have heard from many places that Card. L. Huzar is committing simony and that for the proposal and pushing through of a certain candidate he was recently to receive a sum of 1 million dollars. To us it seems to be a big and unreal amount. We are only bringing to Your attention that if this is already being spoken about in public then it is necessary that the whole affair be inquired into. Providing that there is something true about the supposed simony, then it is necessary to see to a due punishment according to the canon law, according to the CCEO can. 1461. 

Issue of Bishop I. Bilyk, OSBM: By initiative of Card. L. Huzar and by Your silence, or approval, there was a resolution made that this bishop must leave his diocese and depart from Ukraine. The reason is his supposed moral offence. However, there was nothing proved. Everybody knows that the main reason for his removal is the fact that he disapproves of the Orthodoxizing and schismatic line of Card. L. Huzar and that he refuses to call the faithful in his diocese Orthodox. 

Issue of Bishop J. Kavaciv: Why is Bishop J. Kavaciv, who in the times of Communism suffered much for the unity with Rome, not recognized? Everybody knows that this is a person of true faith. Yet according to Card. L. Huzar’s conception such persons can not even be auxiliary bishops. If there are any doubts as to his episcopal consecration, then it may be conditionally administered as it was the case e.g. with Bishop E.J. Kočiš in Prague (Czech Republic) last year. Cardinal J. Ratzinger writes to the topic of episcopal candidates: “There is a need of such bishops who would at the same time be able to stand up against the world and its negative tendencies, able to put an end to them and warn the faithful against them…” We fully side with this attitude of the Holy Father and we are asking which of the bishops or candidates in Ukraine meets those criteria? Supposing that one does, then they will drive him beyond the border. 

The Holy Father writes next: “As bishops you are to be teachers of faith understanding the present times and zealous shepherds of the flock entrusted; however, first of all your task is to impersonate the voice of simple faith with its simple and vital interior knowledge overreaching the science.” (Dialogues with Messori, 1984)

Your Excellence, are You searching for such candidates and are You recommending such ones to Rome? Which of the bishops and which of the candidates in Ukraine stand up against the spirit of the world by their word and even by their life? If this is not so, what are You doing for it? Where in Ukraine are those zealous shepherds impersonating the voice of simple faith by their word and example? 

Here the unwritten norm for candidates is different:

1) The candidate must be a professional intriguer, this is called wisdom.

2) He must no longer have conscience and awe of God. Such pharisee is considered obedient. However, there is a question who he is obedient to. If he were to suffer for true faith then with the first tribulation he will betray like Judas. 

3) The most important condition is that the respective candidate should be willing to start to call his believers “Orthodox” and thus trouble waters in order to obscure our identity. 

4) For the time being there are not intellectuals pushed through who would copy all heresies from the West through the historic-critical theology and would systematically prepare souls for the spirit of the New Age. Here is no more place either for true-faith doctrine or for simple faith! 

However, why is there no alternative, why cannot be here at least two common bishops with the spirit of Paul the Apostle who not only prayed in tongues and prophesied (see 1Cor 14:1-30) but  also fought against heretics, was persecuted by them and by other enemies of Christ for the living Gospel and above all for the impersonation of what he has been preaching (Jesus). Such men are nowadays called conflict people, religious fanatics, fundamentalists, rebels against the Church. So that noone like that could ever get even among candidates is watched in advance by the spirit which is the spirit of this world and occupies key positions in the Church – and this is the greatest tragedy. This is why the renewal into the Church cannot come! The fact that the state of the Church in Ukraine tends towards a catastrophe is above all the guilt of those who are responsible for the choice of bishops – that means You, Your Excellence! 

Regarding an ideal pattern for bishops, which was St. Paul, some will maybe say against us with irony: “There exists no such candidate in Ukraine except from you!”  Of course, that “except from you” they will present with a pertinent scoff by which they will impute to us a sick endeavour to climb to the caste where our desire for career will be fully satisfied and where we will finally be inviolable. However, we can see that we will be far more useful for the Church if we will be a voice of conscience first of all that of the hierarchy. As to this, there is one condition - to be on the cross with Christ. For this service we can expect that we will be judged and dishonoured. We got used to this during many years. We perceive that we are to persevere on this way even at a cost that we will be physically liquidated. Such an attempt to silence us already took place on 27th October 2005, unsuccessfully. 

Your Excellence, You were commissioned by the Holy Father to take responsibility in front of God and the Church for the spiritual state of the Church in Ukraine. 

The task thereby given has been:

1) To inquire into the serious situation tending towards a schism through the activity of Card. L. Huzar.

2) Concerning the issue of simony, to inquire into it and take precautions. 

3) To defeat the persecution of Bishop I. Bilyk, OSBM.

4) To resolve  the injustice regarding Bishop J. Kavaciv. 

note: Today we came to know that the former OSBM General Superior, Fr. D. Ljachovič, was appointed a bishop in Ukraine. We are reminding that Fr. D. Ljachovič is sympathizing with the Focolare movement which is quite problematic (see Four Words from Ukraine, www.community.org.ua). Besides, he supports the ideology of  T. de Chardin which is at a sharp variance with basic truths of the Catholic faith such as the original sin, redemption by Christ etc. In the Catholic Church it is right “Chardenism” that nowadays opens the door for the New Age. 

Catechism writes: “When one attacks the revelation of the original sin, one thereby interferes with the whole mystery of Christ as well.” (CCC 389) The present Holy Father Benedict XVI. writes: “In the evolutionary world hypothesis (in theology it is corresponded by  teilhardism) there is no place for the original sin. Here it is just a symbolic and mystical expressive means designating only natural deficiencies of man. Accepting this vision is but equal to turning the whole structure of Christianity upside-down.” (Dialogues with Messori, 1984) These harsh words against the ideology of T. de Chardin were said by the present Holy Father, and claiming that the very same Holy Father chose an adherent of this heretical teaching for a bishop is a lie. And if so, then he must have been deceived. We are asking by whom? 

It is also known about Fr. D. Ljachovič that as General Superior of the OSBM Order he opened the Order for schismatic policy of Card. L. Huzar and of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. He thereby “earned” being included among candidates for the post of bishop. 

However, it is positive with the newly appointed bishop that he has certain moral principles – he does not smoke, does not drink, has no sinful relations with women, neither has any illegitimate child and likewise he does not occupy himself with business and does not steal the property of the Church. So from this point of view he is a moral person. 

In Christ Yours, 

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThDr., OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThDr., OSBM
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