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I. sad situation in the Ukrainian (Halych) Province in the 19th century

In 1772 before the Josephian reform (Enlightenment, contemporary neomodernism and liberalism) the Basilian Order had 155 monasteries with 1235 religious. 

By the year 1882 there remained 14 monasteries with 40 priests, out of which 20 were in four larger monasteries – Lviv, Drohobych, Lavriv and Dobromil – and the rest, 20, in the other ten monasteries. 

The sad situation of Basilians was described on 20th February 1880 by Fr. Isidor Dolnytskyi, a spiritual director of the seminary in Lviv: “Basilians do not want and do not know how to help themselves – they are of no profit to the eparchy.” On 25th December 1881, Fr. K. Sarnitskyi, the Provincial Superior, sent Pope Leo XIII. his excellent memorial in which he outlined a general programme for a reform, also proposing ideas that its realization should be carried out by Jesuit fathers. Pope Leo XIII. published an apostolic letter “Singulare Praesidium” from 12th April 1882. This included the following basic programme: 

1) To entrust the reform to Jesuit fathers,… to give them disposal of the monastery in Dobromil. 

2) There was to be only one novitiate (for the reform).

3) The novices were to be trained in the spirit of St. Basil, St. Josaphat and B. Rutskyi…

4) To prepare new regulations.

5) Basilians were to be separated from the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan.

The reform met with a wave of protests both in journals and external manifestations – a demonstration participated by 2000 demonstrants in Lviv in 1884. The protests were not directed against the reform itself but against the fact that it was performed by Jesuits and on top of that by Poles. That was why the Holy Father as well as the Emperor Franz Joseph reminded several times that the reform should not be performed by Poles. Therefore also the General Superior of Jesuits entrusted that task to a German, a Tyrolean Fr. Erik Brandys who spoke a bit Croatian; however, after seven months because of unacquaintance with the conditions he withdrew. The reform was again taken up by two Polish Jesuits who honestly did their best in order not to polonize ot latinize their charges. The reform in Dobromil lasted from 1882 to 1904. It began with a novitiate which was applied for by 14 postulants – clerics, 2 priests. Step by step the reformed Basilians were given charge of other monasteries: 1884 Lavriv, 1887 Lviv, 1888 Kristinopol, 1891 Zhovkva and Krekhiv, 1893 Buchach, Ulashkivtsi, 1897 Drohobych, 1900 Pidhirtsi. The remaining four were handed over in 1911.

The fruit of the reform began to be visible in 1889 when the first mission pursued by seven priests took place. A national mission started, there were Marian societies set up and May Marian devotions initiated. A young priest, Fr. Jeremiah Lomnytskyi (four years after ordination), founded the Congregation of Sisters Servants who cooperated with the mission. In 1897 the first reformed Basilians left the country for Brasil and Canada. 

II. need of a reform today – Ecclesia semper reformanda

 Up to the present day the reform needed has only been spoken about. Sad to say, there begins a crisis almost periodically in every religious order. The problem is that spirit of zealousness, spirit of truth and repentance and spirit of life disappears and what remains is just an inanimate structure that turns into a senseless burden and then one starts making “reasonable” concessions; yet in this way there can be nothing solved. Unless there comes a renewal of spirit, the life of the religious is filled with worldliness and unfortunately, this infection is quickly spread further. Those who perceive the need of a new reform are weak and do not have the authority to achieve it. Rule is held by a generation that regards the state of decay as normal and any call for a reform as a rebellion against superiors and as a sign of pride and disobedience to the Church authority. Such “rebels” are silenced or excluded from the order, for which there always is some kind of reason found. That was also why there were new orders arising, because the old ones had relucted to any reform. 

In 1990, the Greek-Catholic Church in Ukraine got out of a 44-year-long illegality during which the Communist regime had been liquidating it. With the renewal of the Order of St. Basil (OSBM) there was a great hope born for a revival of the whole UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church), too. However, immediately there appeared “reformers” from the West proposing themselves that they would “help bring the martyrish Church to its feet”. Liberal and Orthodoxizing wing along with Redemptorists, who in the time of illegality unlike our OSBM fathers called even our secret faithful Orthodox, continued in this direction. Our Church had been forcibly “united” with the Orthodox Church by Stalin. In the West this liberal spirit under the mask of a so-called Eastern spirituality was found with Fr. I. Datsko and Fr. L. Husar who after the time of illegality took power in the whole UGCC, being supported by the policy of the Secretary of the State of Vatican, Cardinal A. Sodano. Very quickly the spirit of liberalism was adopted and grafted on all theological faculties (Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Drohobych, Ternopil, and predominantly on the lay theological academy in Lviv). Here under the guise of Eastern spirituality, of which noone knows what it actually is, the students were and are transplanted Western liberalism. This was moreover helped by the political influence that began to open the door for Western destructive influences through decadent culture and massmedia. Practically this liberalism caused that the young generation began to be liquidated at its root.  Regrettably, this spirit of the world had been adopted even by our students of theology in Warsaw as early as the years 1991-2003.

III. situation within 15 years in the OSBM Order in Ukraine – need of a reform

Several tens of students were sent for studies to Warsaw (Poland) between the years 1991-2003; however, from here came out no formed religious priests that would be able to give effective recollection or mission. These students, who had come from poor conditions of Ukraine, were morally spoilt by comfort and liberalism by which they have been paralyzed until this day. The present spiritual situation in our Order and in our Church (UGCC) is similar to the situation from the time after the so-called Josephian reform (Enlightenment). At that time the general seminary in Lviv lectured on josephinism and febronianism and the fruit was a bankruptcy of spiritual life and seeking of an escape in so-called Moscophilism. The same is repeated even today! This year is the 60th anniversary of liquidation of our UGCC. There is now a generation of new priests that were ordained 10 years ago and priests that were ordained during the illegality. When the Western Church undergoes a crisis (Enlightenment – 18th cent., Modernism – turn of 19th-20th cent. and in 20th cent. as well as today – Neomodernism and Liberalism), in the Greek-Catholic Church the crisis appears in such a way that one seeks a false way out – fata morgana – in so-called Moscophilism  instead of doing true repentance. On the face of it, it seems that in the contemporary time the OSBM Order in Ukraine is absolutely in order and that there is no crisis there. Yet this can only be claimed by one who is looking from outside and lets himself be fooled by an external mask. We who have been members of this Order for 15 years and are well acquainted with the particular personalities that were forming, yet in reality deforming, the OSBM, (we) know that the only hope is to begin with a true reform as soon as possible! However, the wing that is now in power will not allow any competition and it will not be willing to admit that one faces here a serious and substantial crisis. 

The OSBM Order does not give any model of religious life, neither is it able to pursue a vital mission and neither to healthily form those who convert to a vital faith. When we were doing a mission, after one and a half year it was liquidated! This suited those enemies of reform, who are in Ukraine, as well as the present leadership in Rome. Why? Because they both have the spirit of the world, cannot bear a sound teaching and all the sooner cannot bear a sound monastic spirit! That the reform is necessary also in other religious orders is a reality; however, we are speaking of our OSBM Order in Ukraine. It is very difficult to point at spiritual cancer. If one has an ulcer on his face everybody can see it, but if one has a cancer of internal organs it cannot be seen and this is the case of our Order. This was the topic we used when writing an essay on pharisaism in the OSBM Order. It was necessary to unmask that spirit, to expose it, to give it its proper name and to say clearly that this spirit must be removed from the Church because it brings about spiritual death of the mysterious body of the Church. The believers as well as the religious who have not been truly converted and who do not want to follow Christ are the greatest enemies of Christ’s cross. Instead of the wisdom of God which is foolishness to them they are putting through different philosophies and theologies behind which but is not the Spirit of Christ. 

The whole problem of mission, evangelization or reevangelization as well as spiritual reform lies in the fact that one with clearness preaches Christ as the only Saviour and Lord (see Evangelium nuntiandi). One overtly exposes sin and concretely brings to light even false ways and covert sins and systems that destroy spiritual life. 

The reform proposal as well as the attempt to work out new regulations were discussed as early as the General Assembly in Rome in 2000. The General Superior Fr. D. Ljakhovych, OSBM, himself was speaking about it. Those ideas of his have been elaborated in a doctorate by Fr. C. Špiřík, OSBM, which he defended at Olomouc university. 

IV. Spiritual and theological formation in Warsaw in the years 1991-2003

Warsaw was to bring up a new generation of Basilians for Ukraine. We can characterize this formation in Warsaw, in terms of how we the six “rebels” experienced it personally, as one that disappointed the expectations of a person who by his entrance to monastery really wanted to follow Christ; and in consequence it rather bore opposite fruit. It did not bring a spiritual reform of the young generation that had come out of illegality. What it brought was a sheer transmission of a spirit of decay influenced by Western liberalism, neomodernism and consumer materialism which got incarnate in a small Polish vice-province and through it came to Ukraine. The same spirit was also carried here through students that had been sent to the West. This spirit of decay has nothing in common with a solid spiritual life. Polish Basilians predominantly serve in pastoral administration as parish priests.

The faculty did not teach true Catholic faith, but heresies with the spirit of historic-critical method as if official teaching of the Church. 

Neither in the monastery did students meet with a true and necessary formation. Admittedly, both young superiors, the Provincial Superior V. Medvid, OSBM, and the Master of Novitiate V. Jushchak, OSBM, achieved episcopal authority in the Church; however, they gave us no true spirituality, nor an example of a true religious life. The students were well-mannered but this was not sufficient! The Prefect, a later Provincial Superior and the most likely candidate for a bishop as well as for the General Superior, got married and was dismissed from the Order. We do not condemn him but we condemn the system that formed both him and us. 

Those who were eager for spiritual life grouped themselves in two small and half-secret groups. One was round Fr. Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM, who had already before served for 20 years as a priest in pastoral administration in Czech Republic (CR) and the other round Fr. H. Planchak, OSBM, who commuted to Warsaw. Later on, when Fr. H. Planchak transferred to Studites, this small group followed him. The group round Fr. Eliáš then spread in Slovakia and CR to 29 members, thereout 6 priests with perpetual vows, 5 priests with temporary vows, 11 students of theology and 7 novices and postulants. All these were without any reason expelled from the Order and the whole Delegature was liquidated. The reason was that the spirit of the world, which gained rule over the leadership of the Order, could not bear a true alternative. In such a way it was to be guaranteed for future that a true reform could not rise from their own lines. 

When on 4th July 2004 we who have perpetual vows applied for a permission to transfer to a monastery sui iuris, for the CCEO gives this possibility and we wanted to take advantage of it so that at least the six of us could save our religious existence, the response was an abolishment of the Czech Delegature on 13th July 2004 and then a gradual dismissal of 29 religious vocations! Bishop P. Vasylyk replied to our application for a reception of a sui iuris monastery by a positive decree from 6th August 2004. However, the leadership of the Order destroyed that variant at its very root and performed a constructed process against us who have perpetual vows, this process having begun with a so-called visitation in September 2004 and then continued by excluding us from the Order without any chance of a defence. The exclusion was immediately confirmed by the Congregation for the Oriental Churches – Secretary A. Veglio, again without any confrontation with us. In spite of the fact that we appealed to the supreme ecclesiastic tribunal, that it recognized us as due members of the OSBM and our affair is in process of treatment, we had to defend ourselves even further. We thus began to reveal the roots of the whole system that is destroying not only our whole Order but even our whole UGCC. All this resulted in a Church-, now already a world-wide affair, because we sent certain letters several times to all cardinals and all bishops of the Catholic Church as well as to all Papal dicasteries. We had to point harshly at a treacherous policy of the very Secretariate of the State of Vatican and in several open appeals to propose the Holy Father that he should depose the Secretary Cardinal A.Sodano who bears the blame for an uncanonical installation of Cardinal L. Husar as well as for the whole policy of a covert liquidation of the UGCC in Ukraine. All this is grounded by regular documents. What helped us that we could fight for the UGCC was that there were conditions created with the election of the new Pope Benedict XVI. A struggle for a defence of the UGCC eventually changed into an exposure of real spiritual roots of a Church-wide crisis (see Four Words from Ukraine, www.community.org.ua).

We did not want to get into such situation, we were forced into doing so, we wanted to get on with a reform of ourselves, namely in a monastery sui iuris. Yet when the OSBM leadership ungroundedly abolished our Czech Delegature and began a constructed process against us, we had no other choice. 

V. diagnosis of the present time

A true spiritual reform must have its base in a true diagnosis of the time in that we live. One needs to put a question what kinds of spiritual and negative influences affect the religious, priests and believers. It is necessary to make a true analysis and indicate the remedies. 

The public opinion has nowadays a very strong and suggestive influence through massmedia, most of all through television and technical revolution (internet, computers, mobiles…) and brings in a new thinking also through new philosophical streams. This public opinion is antichristian, what is propagated is impurity, perversity, occultism, magic, oriental religions (hinduism, buddhism, through yoga, through zen meditations and connected with these spiritualities also martial arts that are fascinating the youth so much), pseudomysticism, materialism, consumerism, cult of violence in movies, various modern psychologies related with false spiritualities and various philosophies – and behind this all is the spirit of the New Age. Promoted is a new spirituality that is to unite all religions and this all is only favoured by the chaos in theological study which by a false interpretation of the Second Vatican Council is purposefully emphasizing relativism. By means of a historic-critical method and theology one is closing a vital access to God’s Word. The fruit then is serious doubts as to the saving faith, and practical agnosticism and syncretism. The real, true missiology and true apologetics are not included in the lectures and the needs of the people of these times are not responded in truth, but one is fleeing into false academism and liberalism. The priests and religious that underwent such studies have practically lost their identity and actually they do not even know what they are to preach in their life. The faculties made them grow spiritually blind. 

This situation is the same in the whole Catholic Church and in the course of 15 years it has taken root even in our UGCC where this New Age spirit is disguising itself by so-called “Eastern spirituality”, ritualism and admiration for an imaginary Moscow saintliness which but is not taken seriously and is a mere guise and a trap to mislead simple souls. 

The topic of discussion is homosexuality to which many theologians are now opening the door and are even openly propagating it so it is considered to be normal. That poison is spreading from theological schools so it is impossible for any priest or a religious nowadays not to be affected by this heretical spirit that is paralyzing him! The worst thing is that this spirit of the world, lukewarmness, false tolerance and false focolarine love and unity has gained rule over the Church, so, the whole Church is obliged to stand up against this spirit and repent. 

VI. Metanoite (Mk 1:15)

The substance of repentance is an exchange of spirit! Instead of the spirit of the world we are to receive the Spirit of Christ. “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”  (Rom 8:9) 

Religious that opened themselves to the spirit of pharisaism have become a stale salt, an offence and an obstacle instead of being a pattern. Some religious orders  are practically enlivened by the spirit of hinduism and buddhism by means of public meditations in their monasteries. Such monasteries and such religious are bearers of decay inside the Church. Therefore the reform of the Church must begin from the religious. 

What to reform? To exchange the spirit of the world for the Spirit of Christ! It is necessary to become true disciples. A sound reform requires that one receives the spirit of truth, that is the spirit of repentance and starts building upon the rock, that is upon Christ. If instead of this we are building upon the sand of human philosophies, psychologies and human wisdom then the building (house) will fall (cf. Mt 7:25-27). 

“When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses – martyrs (martyres).” (Acts 1:8) “Go therefore and make disciples of all people.” (Mt 28:18-20) You are to be a disciple! The disciple must forsake everything for Christ and the Gospel (cf. Lk 14:33) and this is not a question of one decision only. This is a process of deciding again and again for Christ and His Gospel, against the spirit of this world and the system of the old self. This process of dying - “always carrying in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus” (2Cor 4:10), is a process indeed. In fact, there are two matters to be taken into account. It is necessary to realize the basic realities, namely: 

1) the reality of sin;

2) the reality that I am a slave of the sin.

One point is that I commit sin as a deed and the other point is that in me there is a constant disposition, source, root of sin. When I act naturally, then, as a rule, I act without God because I do not stop myself and do not seek the will of God. I am a wilful man and thus I commit sin even if seemingly I do not violate any command of the Decalogue. That is why the Holy Spirit has to open my eyes so that I can see that I am a sinner and that I deserve eternal perdition, and that in case I am not going to repent truly, I will perish for ever! The main sin is practical independence from God, unbelief, godlessness (cf. Jn 16:9).

Everybody must begin the reform from oneself, there is nobody to do it for you; the aim is that you are to be saved from the eternal death! Certainly, Christ died for all people and for all sins; however, not all will be saved! Why? Because in their pride they rejected salvation by their unbelief. Mere humanism and so-called humanity will not save anyone. There is the narrow way – the way to salvation, and that is Christ – “there is salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12). How absurd when a priest, a religious does not have in his life in the first place a concern to live by the relationship to Christ and to preach Christ as the One who delivers from the eternal death. What a shame that in monasteries Christ is so little spoken about. One is all enthusiastic and full-of-respect talk about Kant, Chardin, yoga, theology of liberation and all kinds of things, yet Christ who saves us from sin is spoken about by His servants, or even by His disciples, so little. Often a common woman has more experience of the living Christ than a learned religious. Why? Because he is all the time seeking false means through different philosophies, theologies and psychologies but the living Christ is unknown to him. 

The other truth is that we all are slaves of sin. Not only that we all sinned in Adam but we all are also sick, infected and hurt, partly by the collective original sin and partly by the wounds to which we opened ourselves or inherited them from our parents. During childhood or adolescence we opened ourselves to a lie and got into a number of traps and dependences. Young people are slaves of various forms of impurity, onanism, illegal sexual life, all kinds of perversities spreading through pervert information. They are slaves to drugs, alcohol, playing automats, computer games, rock music. Many of them got under some kind of curse through magic, divination or spiritism or through their covert forms, e.g. magic remedies (homoeopathy etc.).

When one makes a few steps on the way of repentance and grows, so to say, spiritual, then there still remains a whole mountain of dependences, namely the system of wilfulness, ingrained envy, spiritual jealousy of those who live more earnestly with God, anger with people and God when unexpectedly there comes a heavy blow or humiliation. We have not learnt to thank for everything in faith. Practically, in our Christian and religious formation this process of healing was neglected. When there once were whole villages of believing and practicing Christians and there was a sound spirit there, people could feel what our Christian identity was. The parish was as if one family. Even small children could breathe this atmosphere. Nowadays small children are breathing the atmosphere of the world through television, talks with friends in school and in the street. Nowadays among the people who are called to a life in a monastery one already finds those that are coming from broken families. The new generation of religious is spiritually more hurt and is far more in the slavery of spiritual blindness and sin than were the generations before us. Nowadays when an individual comes from the world and wants to become a true Christian or a religious, it is not enough just to be truly converted and to begin to fight with lie and sin; one needs to be healed by Christ! Yet to achieve this, a one-act healing only is not sufficient because even if he were healed, without a healthy Christian community he will return back into lukewarmness or into the world. The pressures of the world are so strong and inconspicuous that an individual today has no chance to live a true life, the life of victory which is promised to everyone who believes in Christ and becomes a member of the true and living Church. It does not suffice to be a mere member of the Greek or Roman Church organization. We have millions of dead, officially registered Catholics who, admittedly, are members of the Church, yet unconverted and dead ones and thus candidates for hell. 

Similarly, it does not suffice to enter a religious order and keep an external formalism. It can likewise be a safe road to hell. A religious order must have: 1) a sound spirit and 2) conditions for a spiritual growth. In case this is lacking then it is as life without air and without food and that means death! 

VII. Reform of the OSBM Order – Return to the fundamental charisma of     St. Basil the Great

In the times of St. Basil the Great the Church came out of the era of persecution and secularization appeared. The spirit of the world got into the Church. St. Basil was seeking a solution for those people who wanted to live like the first community of Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 2:42). He was founding small monasteries so that they could live on the pattern of family. The essential thing was that they were to be based on a sound spirit, a spirit of truth and repentance and that all members were to open themselves to that spirit and then to “become of one heart and one soul” as it was with the early Christians (Acts 4:32). If someone did not want to receive the sound spirit, St. Basil advised such a person to leave. 

Supposing that we, as religious persons, really adopt the charisma of St. Basil and open ourselves to the Holy Spirit like he did and likewise let the Holy Spirit lead us, then we will bear plentiful fruit not only in Ukraine but we will give an example of revival even to other orders as well as to the believers in the world. Actually, these will be able to put this model into practice and make it effective providing that they adopt true Sunday-keeping. Only converted people are able to adopt it. There is a space for prayer, testimony (brotherly community), the Eucharist and exegesis of the Word of God and its use in practice (cf. Acts 4:32). God gave us a great charisma in the Order of St. Basil. However, unless we accept the call for a reform, that means for a return to our charisma, in due time, we will bury the talent given to us and the Lord will say: “You wicked and lazy servant… take the talent from him… and cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Mt 25:26-30)

However, supposing that we receive the Spirit of God in fullness and stand up against the spirit of the world, that we also receive the living body of Christ – the Church – the community of spiritual family, then there are conditions created for the way of interior healing by Christ and by His mysterious body. And then Christ will be working miracles by healing and casting out demons. 

We really can be healed through a process during which we are reformed in travails to the measure of the fullness of Christ (cf. Gal 4:19). The original sin has its root in disobedience to God and His Word, and the process of healing is actualized through a way of obedience to God and His Word. This but is not possible without prayer. It is necessary to spend at least one hour daily in an interior prayer (Mk 26:40). One needs to learn walking in the Holy Spirit, walking in faith, living by the Word of God and living the Word of God. One must learn this alone, yet to do so one needs an example, constant encouragement and an awareness that others are likewise doing it so, and one also needs an opportunity to share his/her experience with them. The spirit of the world, the spirit of lie and the old self are, in the main, using the same methods of mean tricks, intimidation, cowardice, wilfulness etc. The fight against them, their true exposure and thus giving place for the Spirit of Christ in my soul is the true, lived, evangelistic and really Christian psychology, therapy and pedagogy, one that not only brings paradise after death but already here on earth. Learning to sacrifice oneself in truth, learning to love, renounce one’s pride and blindness, the art of giving Jesus also my own concerns, pains, dependences and the most intimate day-dreams – all this belongs to the essence of a disciple. This is what brings deliverance and peace into one’s soul, which the world cannot give. 

Through minor sacrifices and spiritual fight with one’s self, with the spirit of lie and with the spirit of this world, one gains valuable experience of the living God. He is a living God and works miracles, He is here with me and in me and cares for me in every second. This awareness of His presence is not only the fruit of faith in this presence but also the fruit of personal experience. 

VIII. Concrete proposal

1) Pontifical visitation of the OSBM Order in Ukraine, yet by such people who are able to see the substance and who have the same spirit as the Pope Benedict XVI.

2) To put the beginning theological school in Bryukhovychi, which has been in operation for only three and a half years, at a disposal of reform, so that we could work here as teachers and educators and that we could choose co-workers for a sound spiritual, Greek-Catholic and theological formation.

3) It is necessary that the Holy Father could ensure such conditions for us that the OSBM superiors could not obstruct this religious reform. 

4) Theological formation will be in the spirit of the theology of the Pope Benedict XVI. and of the Catechism of the Catholic Church redacted by him. Spiritual formation in the spirit of St. Basil the Great and of the Greek-Catholic identity. 

5) The charge of the reform would be taken by these fathers: 

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD., OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD., OSBM

Fr. František L. Juchelka Ing. ThD., OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD., OSBM

Pidhirtsi, OSBM Monastery 

25th January 2006
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