To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

PROPHETICAL SERVICE

Your Eminence (Excellence),

providing that we want to stop the process of decay leading to a death within the Church and providing that there is a resurrection to come, it is necessary to renew the prophetical service, since “the Church is built upon the apostles and prophets” (Eph 2:20). This service was functioning in the Church of both the Old and the New Testament as well as in the post-apostolic time (Didache XII-XV). However, supposing that it is to be subordinate to a diocesan bishop, then for the most part it is going to be quenched by him. This service must be roofed and protected in a particular nation by two or three bishops who have a spirit of prophecy, are capable of good discernment and do not quench the spirit (1Thes 5:19). These bishops – prophets should have a team chosen in each diocese from among priests, religious and laymen. Following 1Cor 14:1-3, they would have these duties: 

1) To exhort, i.e. to defend the faith against heretics and spirit of heresy (apologetics), next to form apologists, missionaries (reevangelization). 

2) To upbuild. To provide for pure Catholic teaching of faith and morals and also to provide for a living Word of God and sound principles for growth. To point at current problems and dangers for  believers living in the world and to give a solution and a direction. 

3) To encourage on the way of following Christ and to keep the fire of God’s Spirit. 

The prophet is not some diviner or soothsayer. Quite the contrary, he fights against these occult manifestations and points at the essence – at Christ. That for the sake of protection and purity of faith one must even lay down his life, has been witnessed by the blood of martyrs both in the past and the present. The prophetical service should first of all serve to religious and movements in the Church for they resolved to follow Christ radically. Regrettably, nowadays there is a crisis of vocations. In the religious orders which fully opened themselves for the spirit of the world there now mostly remained mere careerists or broken personalities. The honest religious were either expelled from there or they left of their own. 

Our personal experience of movement and religious order.

In 1981 (during the Communism), on the basis of charismatic renewal in the Holy Spirit in the Czech Republic (CR) our community was created. 

In 1983, we publicly warned believers and the clergy against two biggest occultists J.P. and priest F.F. It was followed by persecution from the side of the Church and the state because most of the clergy regarded them as God’s charismatics. 

In 1988-9 (during the Communism), we wrote essays against liberalism and neomodernism (we richly used citations of Cardinal J. Ratzinger). Again we met with persecution. 

In 1991, we joined the Eastern OSBM Order (4 postulants). 

In 1997, we obtained permission from Rome to establish a contemplative monastery in OSBM in Slovakia. Due to resistance and intrigues of the local province our monastery was liquidated a year after (and then it was followed by religious imprisonment). 

Now we can understand the expulsion of St. Alphons, the founder of Redemptorists, from his own order, the attempt to poison St. Benedict, the founder of OSB, and likewise the scourging and prisoning of St. John of the Cross by his fellow brothers. 

In 2000, in the small exarchate in CR was founded our OSBM Delegature with a novitiate. 

In 2003, Card. A. Sodano installed a Focolarine L. Hučko to the post of a bishop in CR; immediately this new bishop started liquidating us by way of state authorities and confiscated our property. 

In 2003, we were sent to Ukraine which afterwards became a place of blessed mission. 

In 2004, the OSBM Delegature in CR was ecclesiastically abolished. All religious brothers with temporary vows were, without any reason given, dismissed from the Order (5 priests, 18 students and postulants). Against us, 6 priests with perpetual vows, there was a monstrous process and a lawless liquidation constructed with the approval of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. We appealed to the Apostolic Signatura and to the Holy Father. In this fight we have struck on a hidden liquidating machinery which involves the Eastern congregation and is roofed by the State secretariate with Card. A. Sodano in the forefront. 

This system which was to protect the Spirit and the life of God has stood up against the Spirit and the life of Christ and is now pushing through the spirit of antichrist. From experience we can see that unless the Church has the prophetical authority established, which will serve as a shield against this deadly machinery, then step by step the Church will bleed to death and turn into a mere humanistic and social organization within the world religion of the New Age. 

The hope for the Church.

Through the renewal in the Holy Spirit there have nowadays again appeared the biblical gifts (1Cor 12) which are to be specialized into services. Christ chose some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers (Eph 4:11). What is the task and what is the aim of these five services (v. 13-14)? The task is to form the believing in Christ for a service (Rom 12:6-10; 1Cor 12:1-30). The aim for all the services is: building up the Body of Christ – the Church. Here the matter is not idle theologizing soaked with the spirit of the world and with various atheistic and gnostic philosophies and psychologies. These are not building but rather liquidating the mystical Body of Christ. The true service is aimed at “the knowledge of the Son of God” (v. 13), is aimed at spiritual maturity so that we should no longer be children tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of the trickery of men and heretic doctrine (v. 14). 

For example, a converted young man will with enthusiasm begin to witness of Jesus to his classmates at university; however, since he has no support, he will not be able to hold on this way. Therefore it is necessary to renew the biblical service of evangelists and perform a reevangelization. 

Another service besides the evangelist is the teacher. This is not a question of dead academism but of manifestations of the Holy Spirit with people who plainly and deeply explain those most essential truths and at the same time encourage to the life in Christ. This service builds up small communities which are a foundation for the renewal of the whole Church. Through my own serving and through my receiving of service from others I am myself spiritually growing “to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (v. 13). So that we could be vital members of the mystical Body of Christ, we must first have “the unity of faith and the knowledge of the Son of God” (v. 13). The historic-critical method in theology does not believe in any miracle, nor in Christ’s resurrection. Its mendacious theories of a Christ of faith and a historical Christ have nothing in common with the ministry of teacher or evangelist and do not lead to “the unity of faith and the knowledge of the Son of God” (v. 13). On the contrary, it is just “a wind of the trickery of men and heretic doctrine“ (v. 14) leading to the loss of the saving faith! Upon this unbelief there then stands a false morality which nowadays does not call sin a sin any more. It does not keep the First Commandment of the Decalogue in that it opens the door to various forms of divination, to psychotronics, various contemporary forms of magic, to so-called bioenergotherapists, gnostic teachings, homoeopathy, acupuncture, superstition, spirit of neopaganism, buddhistic and hindu philosophy, yoga, zen, spirit of the New Age and to modern practices of idolatry. When one forsakes the First Commandment there comes an eclipse of mind and a loss of conscience so that neither abortions nor murders nor euthanasia nor homosexuality nor sins against the 6th and 9th Commandment are called by their proper names. The Body of Christ has reached the state of mortal agony. To get out of this state no human being can help. Only God has to renew, or rather resurrect the contemporary Church, but He requires of us to fulfil one condition and that is repentance! Metanoite (Mk 1:15)! We have to renounce the spirit of the world and receive the Spirit of Christ. This is the substance of repentance because “who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him” (Rom 8:9). In prayer the Holy Spirit makes one see the pain of the Church, the reality of eternal perdition and human powerlessness. Because the essential truths of God’s Word are not realized in life, therefore the Church today likewise does not have spiritual power!!!

Because there is no service of prophets here, who would defend the life of God, therefore there is no generation of witnesses (martyres) and no spiritual awakening here either!

Thereby we publicly ask the Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church to help the Holy Father to renew the prophetical service in the Church, without which Christ cannot live in the Church because the Church is built upon the apostles and prophets (Eph 2:20).

In Christ,

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi on the day of Resurrection 16th April 2006

Address: Monastery OSBM, Pidhirtsi 80660, Brody District, Lviv Region, Ukraine   
Copies to: 

· His Holiness Benedict XVI.

· Card. J.W. Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
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