Proposal for the 12th General Synod of Bishops

H.E. Mykola Eterovych

Titular Archbishop of Sisak

Secretary General of the Bishops’ Synod 

Your Excellence,

on internet we got acquainted with the “lineaments” concerning the 12th General Synod of Bishops whose main topic shall be: “God’s Word in the life and mission of the Church”. The synod will take place on 5th – 26th October 2008. Thank You for this prospectus wherein You have exhaustively worked out the topic. 

We thereby want to ask You that the work text “Instrumentum laboris” should include questions regarding the most acute current issues related to the Holy Scripture. In particular: 

1) Historic-critical theology (HCT)
The 15th and 16th points of the lineaments de facto state that without HCT it is impossible to correctly interpret the Holy Scripture. This statement we consider a substantial heresy in contemporary theology, which undermines the existence of whole Christianity! With regard to the issue concerned Cardinal J. Ratzinger – the present Holy Father – pronounced as follows: “Certainly every Catholic must have the courage to believe that his faith (in communion with the faith of the Church) exceeds every ‘new magisterium’ of so-called specialists, intellectuals… It is a prejudice of evolutionistic origin if one claims that the text may be understood just on the basis of the study of its origin and evolution. Today, the same as yesterday, the rules of faith are not at all based on the revealing of biblical sources and layers, but on the Bible as such, such as has been read in the Church since the times of our Church Fathers up to this day. The very faithfulness to this reading of the Bible gave us saints who were often uneducated and often no specialists in exegesis. And still, it is them who understood the Scriptures best.”
(The problem of HCT has been analyzed in several of our elaborations, see www.community.org.ua)

2) So-called dialogue with pagan religions

In the 31st point of the lineaments it is stated that pagan religions have sacred books and that these contain grains of Word. The Church must clearly define what concretely these grains are and what they are not, supposing that she is going to use the above-mentioned terminology. Might it be right to call pagan writings “sacred books” if they deny that Jesus Christ is true God and the only Saviour and if they moreover contain magic, divination, spiritism, satanism, impurity and other immoralities? We ask what is sacred about them and we also ask where in them we should find that so-called Word and above all we ask what spirit is behind these so-called sacred books. Is it the Spirit of God, or is it another spirit, the one that already in Paradise explained the Word of God to our first parents? This spirit made a historic-critical exegesis of the Holy Scripture even to Christ Himself in the desert. Jesus silenced this exegete with the words: “Away with you, Satan!” (Mt 4:10)

It is inevitable definitely to settle the question whether it is necessary to preach the Gospel to buddhists, hinduists, Moslems, and even to Jews and to modern pagans. (This topic is analyzed in our elaborations, see www.community.org.ua) We ask You to study these materials, and the concrete clear Catholic attitudes presented in them to include in the work text “Instrumentum laboris”.

The problem of interpretation of the Holy Scripture and the problem of modernistic stream was thoroughly treated already by the Pope St. Pius X. It was his lifelong work. Today, one hundred years later, that same spirit of modernism with the same arrogant and insidious assaults on the substance of Christianity is dissociating the students of theology as well as all Christians.

In this year 2007 we commemorate the 100th anniversary of publication of the encyclical Pascendi Dominici gregis which is the most needed and the most topical encyclical right for the present time. Therefore we invite You, Your Excellence, to call attention to this 100th jubilee this year and to include the thoughts from the encyclical as the working bases for the 12th General Bishops’ Synod.

Your Excellence, we are much thankful to You that You will include this contribution of ours in the work text “Instrumentum laboris”.


In Christ,



Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM



Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM



Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM



Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 14th May 2007
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