Proposal for the theological seminary

Pidhirci 18th January 2006

General Superior 

Fr. Basil Koubetch, OSBM 

Rector of Theological seminary 

in Brjuchovytchi

Fr. P. Pidrucnyj, OSBM

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Reverend fathers,

we are turning to You with a proposal of a solution to our situation which is hard to solve. We pursued recollection and mission, respected the authority of religious superiors as well as of the Church hierarchy (Cardinal L. Huzar…). By help of intrigues based on false accusations we were excluded from OSBM. Now the supreme ecclesiastic tribunal has informed us several times that we are still members of the OSBM and that our cause will be treated further. In this period of recourse we were forced to defend ourselves and, unfortunately, we had to bring to true light the whole negative Church policy that is destroying the Church; this touched even the Apostolic Nuncio I. Jurkovytch, next the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, we revealed the liquidation activity of its secretary A. Veglio and, regrettably, even the activity of our Cardinal L. Huzar, we also had to defend ourselves against the article by Mr. M. Marynovytch and to point out that the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU)  is not Catholic due to its liberal management. Finally we had to come up to the main cause and that is the Vatican State Secretariate under the leadership of Cardinal A. Sodano (see the letter to all bishops from January 1, 2006). Surely we are aware that here we find ourselves moving on thin ice, yet because we love Christ and the Church we dared to make these operations. To all this we had been pushed in 2004 when without any reason You abolished our Czech delegature and sent us to Ukraine. We wanted to transfer in peace to an autonomous monastery sui iuris, we had an approval (written) by Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk, but by Your interventions through Cardinal L. Huzar we were labelled as a harm to the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) and were committed to state authorities in order to be deported from Ukraine. At that time we still kept silent; however afterwards we were obliged by our conscience to defend ourselves, when the liquidation- and hypocritical machinery was already liquidating not only us but at the same time all honest religious who genuinely desired conversion and break-off with the spirit of this world!

Certainly to criticize those who nowadays are in power in the Church and who abuse this power is useful; however, far more difficult is to show and mediate a revival. That is why we are bringing You a proposal: in Brjuchovytchi there is a theological educational establishment which is in its beginning. There are young teachers who have no experience. We are ready to stay in the OSBM Order; however, in case we are to stay, there must be certain conditions given for life and for work. Therefore we propose to take  up the classes and formation at the theological school in Brjuchovytchi. All of us have the theological education needed to teach at this school. Two of us even taught at the theological faculty in Preshov. This concerns five people: M. Špiřík, C. Špiřík, E. Dohnal, M. Hitiuk, F. Juchelka. We are not going to preach any heresies. Our theology is in full unity with the theology of the Holy Father and of the contemporary Catechism. We will likewise not introduce any moral decay through the spirit of this world into this school, but sound Christian, clerical and monastic principles. Besides, we will prepare students to become future missionaries who will be able to witness to the living Christ and to bring a true revival in our Order which opened itself to destructive worldly influences and whose decay continues. 

Our courage and readiness to fight for the Church is not built upon a spirit of rebellion; however, this spirit of rebellion is rather found with those who are hypocritically, in a backstair and treacherous way liquidating the Spirit of God and at the same time giving an air of humbleness. 

By this we will be able to positively edificate which is more natural to us than to fight, attack, defend! However, if it is the will of God to continue this prophetical service, then let it be according to the will of God. For this is a serious thing, this is the question of salvation of immortal souls, the question either of a spiritual awakening not only of our Order and the Church in Ukraine, or of a spiritual decay and death. 

The matter is serious and we all will render accounts what we decided for!

Yours in Christ fathers,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic., OSBM

P.S.: We proposed as early as February 2004 that we were willing to teach in this beginning theological and religious educational establishment. Regrettably, until this day we have obtained no response. (The letter was addressed to the Provincial Superior H. Hrynkiv.) 

Copies to: 

· UGCC bishops

· Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

· Congregation for the Oriental Churches

· State Secretariate of Vatican

· His Holiness Benedict XVI.

Address:

OSBM Monastery

Pidhirci

Brody District

Lviv Region

80660

Ukraine

