 Pidhirci (Ukraine) 8th October 2004 

His Holiness

John Paul II. 

Città del Vaticano

Recourse against canonic monition  № 051-04 from 4th October 2004

Your Holiness,

accept, please, an expression of my deepest devotion and love. 

On the base of the can. 997 § 1 CCEO and Constitutions of the Order of Saint Basil the Great (Set of rules 4.62), I appeal against the decree – a canonic monition by the General Superior, OSBM from 4th October 2004 (№ 051-04). I ask lowly for an annulment of this canonic monition. 

Reason: I feel wronged by the accusations for which I have been punished.

Point №1: I am accused and punished for breaking the monastic rules – 1st August 2004

a) evident disobedience

Response: What is it, in which my disobedience was evident? Is there any written decree? Which one?

b) disrespect to superiors

Response: How concretely I have disrespected Fr. H. Hrinkiv, the Provincial Superior?

He disrespected me, when on 1st August 2004 he mocked me by humiliating gestures (putting out his tongue on me, and showing “donkey’s ears”). There are witnesses for this. Such treatment by the superior surprised me.

c) inciting laymen against the Provincial Superior

Response: Let him bring at least one laymen as an evidence that I incited this person against him. I can show written testimonies by several laymen that Fr. H. Hrinkiv, and not me, gave offence by his conduct. 

d) this has become a cause of scandal of many people

Response: Let some evidence be given at least by one of those many to whom I have given offence. And how? By contrast, there are a lot of laymen who were scandalized by the conduct of the Provincial Superior and members of the Provincial Council (two monks were drunk, one of them a member of Provincial Council). The point is an abuse of the authority. The atmosphere was evoked by Fr. H. Hrinkiv, the Provincial Superior, by members of the Council and monks they brought with them. 

And the guilt and punishment are attached on me.

Point №2: Disobedience to the Provincial Superior, who called me up to an interview on 

13th August 2004 (№ 296/04; 4th August 2004).

Since I was notified by the Provincial Superior and by the state machinery of the termination of my visa (14th August 2004), I was obliged to renew this visa otherwise I would have broken state laws. If he had called me up to a next interview I would have been glad to come. 

Point №3: I am punished for blaming the Provincial Superior and Basilian fathers in front of the bishops.

The content of the letter from 19th August 2004 is true and there are witnesses who can confirm its truth. The bishops were sent a copy of this letter because of the fact that I was morally disgraced in their eyes, I was accused that our monastery is a sect etc. In this way, I wanted to explain the situation that appeared and to preserve my reputation which I have a right to. (Nowadays, when such a great stress is laid upon the value of human dignity and protection of a human being, I think it is impossible to take up the rule that an apparent “good reputation of an Order” is prior to justice and truth.

At the same time I lowly ask for the creation of a commission, that would rightfully examine the whole case (i.e. our request for the establishment of a monastery “sui iuris” and a transition thereinto, and a consequent treatment ot us by our superiors, OSBM).

I am willing to accept Your decision and to submit to it in faith

In Christ Yours devoted

Fr. ThDR Eliáš A. Dohnal, OSBM

Pidhirci (Ukraine) 8th October 2004 

His Holiness

John Paul II. 

Città del Vaticano

Recourse against canonic monition  № 060-04 from 4th October 2004

Your Holiness,

accept, please, an expression of my deepest devotion and love. On the base of the can. 997 § 1 CCEO and Constitutions of the Order of Saint Basil the Great (Set of rules 4.62), I appeal against the decree – a canonic monition by the General Superior, OSBM from 4th October 2004 (№ 060-04).    

I ask lowly for an annulment of this canonic monition. 

Reason: I feel wronged by the accusations for which I have been punished.

I have been reprimanded for a grave violation of the monastic discipline through disobedience to the Provincial Superior.

Fr. H. Hrinkiv, the Provincial Superior, has sent me a common letter (neither a registered nor a personally delivered one) in which he wrote that the topic of the interview I was to come to, would be my request for leaving the Order. A reply to this letter I sent by fax from 7th August 2004. In the fax I explained I did not want to leave the Order but to pass to a monastery “sui iuris“, and that the whole case was being solved by the Congregation for the Oriental Churches to which I turned in writing. I cannot see any guilt against obedience in my behaviour, a misunderstanding  at the most. The Eparch Michael Koltun, in whose Eparchy the Pidhirci monastery lies, asked Fr. H. Hrinkiv, the Provincial Superior, to have a dialogue in his – Eparch‘s presence – and to come to a reasonable solution, but Fr. H. Hrinkiv rejected. 

I am punished for blaming the Provincial Superior and Basilian fathers in front of the bishops.

The content of the letter from 19th August 2004 is true and there are witnesses who can confirm its truth. The bishops were sent a copy of this letter because of the fact that I was morally disgraced in their eyes, I was accused that our monastery is a sect etc. In this way, I wanted to explain the situation that appeared and to preserve my reputation which I have a right to. (Nowadays, when such a great stress is laid upon the value of human dignity and protection of a human being, I think it is impossible to take up the rule that an apparent “good reputation of an Order” is prior to justice and truth.

At the same time I lowly ask for the creation of a commission, that would rightfully examine the whole case (i.e. our request for the establishment of a monastery “sui iuris” and a transition thereinto, and a consequent treatment to us by our superiors, OSBM).

I am willing to accept Your decision and to submit to it in faith

In Christ Yours devoted

Fr. ThDr. Metoděj R. Špiřík OSBM
(Note: Recourse was sent to the Holy Father also by and Fr. ThLic  Markian V. Hiťuk OSBM)

Fr. ThDr  Metoděj R. Špiřík, OSBM

Fr. ThLic  Roman V. Šelepko, OSBM

Fr. ThLic  Markian V. Hiťuk, OSBM

 Fr. Samuel R. Oberhauser, OSBM

