13th December 

Pidhirci

Congregation for Oriental Churches 

Prefect 

Cardinal Mons. Ignace Moussa I Daoud

RES: Recourse against the Punitive Decree 

№ 111/2004 from 3rd December 2004

On the base of the CCEO can. 1487 §1, I appeal against the punitive decree № 111/2004 from 3rd December 2004 by the General Superior, OSBM, and I apply for its annulment. At the same time, I apply for a trial in accordance with the CCEO can. 501 §2 and §4.

Reason: 

1) Formal deficiencies

· There are no CCEO canons quoted that I would have broken and according to which I have been punished.

· My guilt is not specified and that is why I cannot defend myself. It is not specified when and where and in what particularly I committed an offence.

· The CCEO can. 1486 §1 (1,2,3) was broken in all its points. I.e. I was not informed about any offence I committed, I could not defend myself, there was no verbal confrontation.

2) I committed none of the offences charged on me by the decree.
A) I was allowed by the former Provincial Superior to work physically on the building of a new monastery of the sisters.

The new Provincial Superior has given me no verbal or written prohibition from continuing the work.

B) The monastery where the sisters live is 140 km far from the building under  construction where I was working. There was no sister present there during the works. It did not occur to me that mortar mixing  or concreting is considered to be  an interference into internal affairs of sisters, or that it is something which needs to have a permission by the General Superior of the sisters. 

When consecrating the new monastery of the sisters by the bishop Sofron Mudryj, none of the fathers of the Pidhirci monastery was   present. 

C) Regarding the recourse, it is no transgression;  however, every believer has a right to an appeal (see CCEO can. 1487 §1). 

D) I did not incite any believer  against the Church authorities. If you are claiming so, please, say also whom, where and how!

3)    The consequences of my exclusion from the order have been applied on me even sooner than the final decision by the court. In the decree № 111/2004, the question is a psychological and moral blackmail from the side of the General Superior, OSBM, who has ordered me to give back my habit, to leave the monastery  (this was explicitly claimed upon  me by the consultor Fr. Damian Kastran, OSBM,  and  by the Provincial Superior Fr. Hrihorij Hrinkiv, OSBM, when delivered their decree on 8th December 2004 in Pidhirci) and has prohibited me from priesting, though the trial has not taken place yet and the decree of the exclusion has not yet been acknowledged by the Congregation for Oriental Churches – see CCEO can. 500 §4. 

God be praised! 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, OSBM 

(Note: Letter of similar contents (against decree № 110/2004) was sent also by Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík)
