His Holiness
Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Reform of the Church – the most topical issue of the present time

Your Holiness,

almost for a quarter of century, as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, You did Your best to defend the orthodoxy of the Church and You decently exhorted all to the faithfulness to Christ and to His teaching which is the only one leading to salvation. We fully endorse all these initiatives and declarations of Yours, especially the encyclical Dominus Iesus. Unfortunately it has turned out that nowadays even the most earnest initiatives are ineffective because the theological faculties and seminaries are preaching with impunity liberal theology along with all heresies which destroy the foundation of whole Christianity. 
Without reinstitution of canonical punishments for heretical and liberal teaching the revival of the Church, which, as we can see, You also desire, is impossible.
As regards the canon law (CIC, CCEO), the following holds true: The principal and sovereign law of the Church is salvation of the immortal souls, and even the canon law is subordinate to this law. 

Therefore it is necessary to reinstitute canonical punishments for the present-day heretics and apostates. At the beginning of the second millennium the Gregorian reform started (Gregory VII) which lasted several decades. The Tridentine reform of the Church in the second half of the last century likewise was connected with canonical punishments for heretics and apostates. The reason was the fact that when evil has already been deeply rooted inside the Church, merely peaceful and sincere words are no longer sufficient for carrying out a reform.
Similarly, St. Pius X was forced to apply canonical sanctions to the adherents of Modernism, without which the reform would not have been possible!
Even today, at the beginning of the third millennium, the spirit of heresy is so deeply rooted that without adequate punishments it is not possible to uproot the heresies from the Church!

Violation of the canon law and violation of the truths of faith

If a certain norm of the canon law is trespassed, it can cause some harm which more or less concerns the order in the Church. 
However, if one violates a fundamental truth of the faith, the consequence is a great danger to the salvation of the immortal souls, and this is inadmissible. For this reason it is necessary to apply canonical punishments for heretical teaching as a warning. Today it is necessary above all because of the liberal heretics, who vegetate undisturbedly at the theological faculties. 

Therefore, Your Holiness, do not be afraid to highlight the clear canonical sanctions against heretics and apostates!
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