His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Città del Vaticano 

A reform of the religious (monastic) life
Your Holiness, 
the greatest need of this time is the reform of the Church.

In the authority of the visible Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth, by virtue of obedience connected with sanctions, declare a reform of religious institutes. 

In the letters dated 1st February 2008, 3rd February 2008 and 3rd June 2008 we took the initiative and turned to the Prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life asking him to support the reformatory efforts at the renewal of religious institutes. Religious are forced by the authority of their superiors not into reformation but into deformation which consists in the introduction of modern psychologies and Oriental meditations. Both kill conscience, remove the consciousness of sin and thus rob us of the most precious thing – the salvation which is only in Jesus Christ. 
In the introduction to his rules St. Basil the Great points out the aim: “We all have the same goal: holiness of life.”

In the sixth rule St. Basil speaks of the necessity of separation from people who do not fear God: “It is harmful to live in common with people who do not fear God and have no respect for strict observance of God’s commandments… ‘Come out from among them and be separate (from them), says the Lord’ (2Cor 6:17).” 

In the seventh rule St. Basil shows that for those who have broken with the spirit of the world common life is safer than hermitage. He sets the life of the early Christians in Jerusalem as an ideal of the religious life: “The multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul.” (Acts 4:32)

Today we can divide religious persons into four groups: 

1) Active bearers of the spirit of the world and of the spirit of New Age. These are using all psychological methods in order to unify Christianity with the spirit of the world and, besides, they are training up cadres who are then pushed through by them to the key posts in the Church. Their purpose is to present heresies and the spirit of the world as the official attitude of the Church. They are very progressive, guileful like snakes and strong-willedly pursuing power. 

2) The second group is comprised of such religious who have already received and incorporated the spirit of the world, whereby their monasteries have become secularized. This lifestyle has been raised by them to a norm. This group represents a majority. These religious are not able to lead anyone either to conversion or to a living faith and they do not even consider it important. They work on the basis of psychologies and various exterior activities. 

3) The third group is represented by genuine converted individuals who have to hide, are persecuted and have to live in their own secularized religious order like partisans. Even if it happens that they hold some key post in their religious institute, they cannot live publicly by the Spirit of Christ. 

4) In the fourth group there are those who draw attention to the necessity for a reform and represent the voice of conscience in the Church. They are persecuted by the first and the second group, liquidated by means of various intrigues and called rebels and disobedient. More often than not they are eventually dismissed from the order. 

This division also refers to bishops, priests and laymen. 

In the history of the Church the religous life has always been going through stages of deep decay, which was followed by painful reforms and thereafter a new development which gave the Church new saints. Nowadays we have to state with sorrow that the religious life has found itself in a deep crisis. Monasteries, with only minor exceptions, no longer raise saints but modern pharisees and sadducees. Day by day these monasteries are turning into spiritless organizations for maintenance of the monastic property or into centres for realization of personal ambitions. 
Deterrent examples are the monasteries which have turned into centres of New Age, such as Benedictine ashrams or a Jesuit centre of zen meditation in Sardinia. 

If the reform does not take place, the servants of Christ will turn into servants of antichrist. Those who were to serve Christ with an undivided heart and to save souls will instead serve antichrist with an undivided heart and become the most effective means for the incarnation of the spirit of New Age in the Church and in the nation. 
Spiritual life in the religious institutes has been internally disintegrated by liberalism, by the spirit of the world and by the loss of personal relationship with Christ. The leadership of the religious institutes has been assumed by intellectually gifted people who, however, do not allow divine life. The result is that even those few honest religious who desire a holy life are silenced and if they want to stay in the institute they have to toe the apostatic line. Christ is killed in the souls of these few sound individuals able to believe in God’s word and God’s promises. 
Therefore we propose a model of a reform which has already been tested in the history of the Church. Within every religious order or institute there shall be a parallel structure created, a so-called reformed one. it shall have its own monastery(-ies), novitiate and its own vicar general. Every religious institute which shall not support the reform must be abolished!
What is the aim and essence of this reform? The rebirth of monastic life, which consists in the renewal of personal relationship with Christ and sound evangelical principles. There is no place for liberal theology and its heresies, for modernism, HCT, moral and religious relativism or for the spirit of the world. 
An example of true religious life is five monasteries of the contemplative sisters of St. Elijah the Prophet Monastery in Ukraine.

What are the conditions of the reform?

1) Vicar general and superiors of the particular monasteries must be truly converted people who have known Christ personally and have received His Spirit. 

2) The institute’s novitiate should be subordinate to the reform wing so that there may be sound individuals trained who will faithfully follow Christ and revive the religious institute from inside. 
3) After the novitiate religious will continue monastic life in the reformed monasteries. The old structure has no right to use renewed religious for maintenance of its monasteries. Vacant monasteries of the old structure will be subordinate to the renewed wing of the institute. 
4) A vital point is to care about the purity of faith, to renounce modern heresies stemming from HCT, religious relativism, false interpretation of Nostra aetate, modernism, fossilized pharisaism and whatever form of occultism and to receive sound Christian teaching based on good knowledge of God’s Word. 
5) An important part of the religious life is the inner healing and liberation of each religious from whatever spiritual bonds which hinder sincere following of Jesus. The basic condition is conversion – i.e. to receive the Lord Jesus as one’s personal Saviour and Lord. This is the first step and the second one is – to receive the Holy Spirit in fullness and to break with the spirit of this world!
Conclusion

Your Holiness, the greatest need of this time is the reform of the Church.

In the authority of the visible Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth declare a reform of religious institutes. 
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