English translation

9th September 2005

Pidhirci

Fr. Hryhorij Hrynkiv

OSBM Provincial Superior 

Lviv

RES: Release of the Pidhirci Monastery

Reverend Father Hryhorij, 

we, four members of the OSBM Order, appealed to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura in the matter of an investigation of the documents by means of which we were illegally excluded from the OSBM Order. The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura informed both us and You that we are in a state of recourse and so we are still members of the OSBM. We were also informed through a personal contact of a canonist entrusted by us, who visited the Apostolic Signatura, that our process may last two years or more. 

There is a question where we are to live? After a number of harsh psychological conflicts it is morally unacceptable for us to live here, in the Pidhirci monastery, together with the two priests and two brothers whom You appointed here in place of us. These have been negatively set against us by You. They watched our every movement so that we felt here not as in a monastery but as in prison! For that reason we cannot live here together with them. 

We propose that You temporarily recall them from this monastery so that the only to stay here would be us – four priests with perpetual vows (Fr. Eliáš, Fr. Metoděj, Fr. Markian, Fr. Roman). This way of solution will remove the psychical tension and traumata and we can then wait here for the final decision of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura. 

In Christ,

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Roman V. Šelepko, ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Copies to: 

1. General Superior and his General Council, OSBM

2. Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, Rome

