Renewal of authority

His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Your Holiness, 

in the present time, when the awakening of the Church is to come, there is a need of renewed authority because the contemporary official authority no longer represents the Spirit of God. Its typical example is the Congregation for the Oriental Churches with Secretary A. Veglio and Prefect L. Sandri, the closest co-worker of Card. A. Sodano, and next the Synod of UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) with the spirit of the New Age, with the Supreme Archbishop L. Husar in the forefront. Among cardinals it is above all Card. A. Sodano, Card. M. Vlk, Card. K. Lehmann and Card. W. Kasper. These and all like them quench the Spirit of God in the Church and authoritatively promote the spirit of the world and the spirit of antichrist instead. However, they hypocritically continue sheltering themselves behind the papal authority, though in reality they totally oppose it!

Their authority, which is given only by the external structure but no longer has the Spirit of God, blocks the spiritual awakening and the renewed life which God is giving to His Church. A similar situation was in Jerusalem when the official representatives of God – the council headed by the chief priests Annas and Caiaphas – crucified our Saviour Jesus Christ. They thus lost God’s authority and God gave it to the common fishermen from Galilee. 

Even today, just like at that time, the Lord Jesus is crucified in all these places which represent the Church authority: corpse-like congregations, blind episcopal conferences, heretical theological faculties with the spirit of HCT (historic-critical theology) and with the respect for other religions. This authority in the present time has lost its function, it has become inoperative, because in its name God’s life is being destroyed, Divinity of Christ denied, inspiration of the Holy Scripture denied, heresies preached and the Spirit of God systematically quenched.
The true and vital authority, which has the power of the Spirit, is represented by people whom today this official but God-condemned authority persecutes for true teaching and for true testimony to Christ. These persecuted represent the prophetical authority which, however, cannot officially exist in the Church today!!! In the present time, when we are waiting for a spiritual awakening – resurrection, all converted Christians need the shelter of the prophetical authority which will point to the foundations of God’s life and will protect them. 

The bearers and representatives of this prophetical authority should above all be converted religious who are men of interior prayer, live the Gospel in the power of God’s Spirit like the Apostles and have unity with each other which is rooted in the experience of entering Christ’s death (cf. 2Cor 4:10f).

Renewal of families

Family is the primary cell of the Church, but of the nation as well. If the family is sound, the Church is sound, too. However, if the family is in decay, then the Church and the nation are in decay, too. Unfortunately, today the whole system of the spirit of the world consciously makes every effort to bring the family into decay. In the renewal of family the key part is with the man. 
The nature of man is to be a fighter and the head.
Fighter: A man, boy, has in his very nature the desire to be a fighter. It manifests itself in such way that boys indulge themselves in martial games; this, however, today leads through computer games to cynicism. Older boys under the strong influence of publicity incline to the martial arts of the Orient which, however, are tied with Eastern philosophies and with pagan demonic spirituality, and this leads to gradual apostasy from Christ. 
It is necessary to show the converted men what the true fight is on which depends the obtainment of eternal life. To show that this fight is the most essential and most important thing – to fight with one’s own self, with one’s self-deceit, with one’s laziness, with one’s touchiness, pride, various dependences and fear of following Jesus… In this fight it is also necessary to defend the innocent who are being deceived, violated and destroyed by the spirit of the world and by its perverted thinking. Nowaday Christianity needs fighters, witnesses for Christ’s sake, who will be able to stand up partly for the natural truth and justice but mainly for God’s laws which lead to salvation and eternal life. Such ideals are worth suffering and even sacrificing physical life.

Function of head: Beside the inborn feature of man – to be a fighter – his next inborn quality is a disposition to seek the truth. In the family man is to fulfil the function of the head. The head is to solve the family problems concerning material and spiritual aspect, to deal with the question how to protect both the family and the children as well as how to secure not only their temporal but also their eternal life. It is a question of seeking reasonable solutions in the fight against the system of lie which deforms children as early as in kindergarten and later on at school as well. The world forces upon them alcohol, drugs, rock music, impurity, perversion, occultism and various sects. That a believing man may be the head which seeks God’s order and God’s will for himself and for the family entrusted to him, he needs to make unity with several other converted men who likewise struggle in earnest for their salvation and for the salvation of their family, their wife and their children. This small community of several families forms the primary cell of the Church wherein even the spiritual ministries may develop (see Eph 4:11; 1Cor 12:4-10). If men will learn to be the head and to solve the problems in true wisdom before God, it will be no problem for their wives to submit to them.

So the key problem is that there should exist a vital community of men who will each learn to be head in his family. The most important thing in this process is personal as well as common prayer and, in the second place, koinonia. If men will pray in common (see celebration of the seventh day acc. to Acts 2:42), lift up holy hands to God, God’s Spirit will reveal to them the mystery of God’s Word and give them wisdom, so that they can make unity and then in common deal with concrete problems weighing upon them in this time and in this environment. Unfortunately, to be the head and use reason also has its limitations. In the encounter with divine mystery reason gave rise to heresies and false life theories. Therefore there must be definite principles and definite priority of God’s truths. Through one-sided logic, through intellectualism the darkness of original sin and lie in us will strive for the self-destruction of the primary living cells of the Church. Moreover, the pressure of the world from outside and the corpsy Church authorities from within will seek to destroy God’s life in the souls; to achieve it they know how to use pretence of true Catholicism and claim so-called obedience to the Church – but in reality obedience to them and not to God. They themselves obey neither God nor the true Church. Therefore without mature spiritual personalities, which is the prophets, these spiritual children will be able neither to orientate themselves in the covert spiritual fight nor to attain true maturity. What hard fights the Apostle Paul had to wage with judaists, esoterics, gnostics and heretics who like spiritual pests began to liquidate God’s work in the very bud. It is the same even today.
The experience of entering Christ’s death by faith

Without the living experience of the power of Christ’s death there will be no true unity even between two people. What does it mean to enter Christ’s death by faith? Every man has his or her weak point through which the power of original sin manifests itself most strongly. He himself is not even able to see it, the less so to lay it aside with his own strength. Only the true community in which works the Spirit of Christ and which is built on the principles of the Gospel may lead those who are to be the head to the purification of their mind so that instead of human philosophizing they receive the true wisdom of God which is tied with Christ’s cross. However, one cannot go through this internal purification without the prophetical spiritual guidance by experienced God’s ministers who themselves have already gone through purification and still go through it more and more deeply. An example for us of inward dying of one’s self and putting God on the first place is Abraham in the Old Testament. God first in a miraculous way gave him the son Isaac and then demanded from him that he should sacrifice this son to Him. Abraham stood the test. God demands this process of purification and dying in other variants even from us. It means to renounce everything, even those biggest goods which God has given to us, and to give God the first place in our life like Abraham. God therefor gave a blessing to him and to his whole generation. Even the present-day Church, and the family likewise, needs a similar blessing. 

That the community may truly serve, it is necessary that some men have the gift of prophetical word or hold the prophetical ministry.

Prophetical authority over the living communities of converted Christians

Why from practical point of view is this authority important? For priests with the spirit of the world, who have such communities in their parishes, stand against them with the official clerical authority and liquidate them. The official authority crushes all alive, it hypocritically shelters itself behind God’s authority and binds to obedience the conscience of those who still have faith. These are spiritual crimes and genocides of God’s life. That is why there must exist prophetical, vital (though for the meantime unofficial) authority which will protect these communities. One needs to know that the chief destroyers of the living communities will be the parish-priests, the educated men and women theologians and the coward bishops who have already opened themselves to the heresies of HCT and to the spirit of antichrist. These will try to liquidate God’s life in the communities in its very bud.

So the prophetical authority must exist because of the fact that simultaneously with the spiritual awakening there arise living communities of converted Christians and these face three sorts of danger:

1) Either they will themselves go astray into some false mysticism and then the official authority, so to speak, rightly liquidates them. However, it is, in fact, not rightly as the born community did not have the conditions for maturation secured through the spiritual leadership of vital prophetical authority. On the contrary, under obedience it was isolated from this authority.

2) These weak sheep are liquidated by cunning priests with the spirit of the New Age and with the spirit of the world, who have nothing else to do but instead of preaching God’s Word in their sermons constantly to ridicule, pillory, psychologically depress and through conscience bind these sheep to make them leave the true way of life and return back to the worldly style of lukewarmness and spiritual death.

3) Another variant of the liquidation of living communities is their reeducation. They are invited to systematic lectures with the spirit of HCT which is presented to them as the official doctrine of the Church. The one who stands against is said to be disobedient and a rebel.

Already in the very seminaries, e.g. in the seminary in Košice (Slovak Republic) which is under the rule of Focolare, seminarists were given instructions that they must liquidate living communities because these are due to their immaturity allegedly the greatest danger for the Church. So the greatest enemies of God’s life in the living communities are the parish priests, and that either those that belong to the old generation and these then destroy this life pharisaically, sheltering themselves behind orthodoxy, but dead one, or the priests of the young generation who already have the spirit of HCT and New Age and these do allow communities in their parishes but do not allow them to go to the substance – they must remain just on human basis. 

Therefore the living communities must be attached to a mature centre, to an authority which itself follows Christ, is fully opened to the Holy Spirit and whose representatives can say: “Become as we are!” They themselves have already gone through spiritual fight and through tests, are rooted in Christ, and therefore such prophetical centre can then transmit sound evangelical principles, sustain the living communities in God’s Spirit and defend them against false shepherds who persecute and destroy the sheep.

How is the prophetical ministry to protect this Christ’s flock? First it is necessary to warn the converted Christians of what is facing them, who will persecute them, so that they may know it beforehand and be not afraid, nor let themselves be deceived. Newly converted Christians usually in naive trust confide to priests and theologians, who, however, have nothing to do with spiritual life or with the following of Christ. These “spiritual experts” always discourage them from true spiritual life, craftily and meanly sully the prophetical authority and thus separate them from the source of God’s Spirit. The spiritual new-borns are not yet able to distinguish true spiritual authority from formal and deadly one and thus these false authorities are spiritually killing them. Why is it possible? Noone supposes that false authority may work in the Church officially and likewise, noone supposes that this authority could persecute the true God’s authority which is bringing in the Spirit and life. This must be publicly brought to light at last, otherwise all sincere souls will be left in confusion and the Church life-killers will continue killing them with impunity in the name of God, in the name of the Church and in the name of the Pope. It is also necessary to make it public that this false deadly authority holds the key positions in almost all religious orders. If some religious community is an exception, the official life-killers in the Church will call such living community a sect. However, in fact it is them who are a sect because they separated themselves from the living Christ.

What phrases do they use to discourage from the spiritually mature leadership? E.g.: “They are against the Church!” Response: Yes, they are against the Church, just as God and all the prophets were against the Old-Testament Church which was committing idolatry, heresies and spiritual apostasy and thus disgracing God’s name. The New-Testament prophets likewise had to speak against the Church (see The Apocalypse 2-3). The Church pharisees, however, hypocritically conceal why the prophets speak against the Church. They speak because they love the Church, strive after her purity, and are therefor being killed by Church parasites who without right call themselves the Church, but internally they do not belong to her long since. The Saviour Himself said to those from the Church hierarchy who believed in Him the following words: “You seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you” (Jn 8:37) (today this refers to the theologians of HCT); and further: “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do” (v.44) … “Therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God” (v. 47). To this the Church representatives replied to Him twice: “You have a demon” (v. 48.52) and the third time they took up stones to kill Him (v. 59). The same spirit in a similar way in every time stands against the living Jesus who lives in His little ones – the defenceless faithful.

Example: A certain priest boasted himself that when he came to his new parish, he immediately liquidated 14 living communities. This is a deterrent example of deadly authority in the Church. But the responsibility for the priest is on the bishop who by his silence confirms this liquidating activity.

The next task of the prophetical service is to challenge such pharisaic priests not to destroy the living cells that are on the territory of their parishes. Unless they respect the challenge, the prophetical service is obliged to warn the bishop that he should punish the priests by transferring them to such place where they will not be allowed to destroy God’s life in the souls that are seeking Christ. Unless the bishop does so, they are obliged to complain about him to Rome, and unless even the Congregation defends these defenceless sheep, then the prophetical service is bound to tell these sheep the hard truth: In the present Church it is not permitted to follow Christ and to live a true Christian life. Therefore you are not obliged to obey such priest or hierarch who has gone through the spiritual formation of HCT, which denies the Divinity of Christ as well as the inspiration of the Holy Scripture, and who then through his authority liquidates Christ’s life. If you will be persecuted as a consequence of your defence of the most vital conditions for your spiritual life, be then not afraid to live in Christian communities outside this visible structure of the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church officially does have the fullness of truth, but some of her officials are hired murderers killing whatever sign of life in this God’s structure. That is why the Church needs a reform! If the prophetical service will not work in the Catholic Church, the living communities will not only be unable to victoriously hold out in the trials and grow mature, but they will not even be able to come into being and the revival of the Church is then a utopia. Therefore the people of God with the prophetical spirit must be given the key positions in the Church. If this is not realized, then the only solution in this situation for the sake of salvation of our own souls is not to obey such Church structure because it has another Christ, another Gospel and another spirit (cf. 2Cor 11:4) and thus draws upon itself a curse according to the statement of Apostle Paul: “If anyone preaches another Christ, let him be accursed!” (Gal 1:8)

Saint Basil in his rules (extensive rule 36) urges upon religious that provided the life in the religious community causes harm to their souls, they are obliged to call this community to repentance. If the community does not obey, such religious should in the presence of witnesses demonstratively leave the monastery. Saint Basil adds that he has thereby not left Christ nor brothers, for in that they did not have God’s Spirit they no longer were his brothers.
Priests and religious

Among the men called to the Church’s revival should in the first place be priests and religious who likewise need true fellowship for their renewal! Their head must be Christ (cf. Eph 5:23b) and they must be aware that of their service in the Church they will render accounts before God. So the point is a change of formation of the new generation of religious and priests, but according to the norms and the Spirit of the Gospel, which concretely means to renounce the spirit of the world, lie and vanity. Thus the renewed priests and religious are to become disciples, brave defenders of the truths of faith and morals, defending the sheep on the pattern of the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep (Jn 10:15). However, without the spirit of prayer and without fellowship the fulfilment of this ideal is impossible, nor without these basic principles can there arise a new priests’ generation of Christ’s witnesses (martyres). Today this true revival is being supplied and forced out by intellectual pride at theological schools, which has nothing to do with the denying of oneself, i.e. with true humility and with the following of Christ (cf. Mt 16:24). Therefore there must come a reform of clerical formation.

How can the charismatic renewal help to get out of the crisis of the religious life? To put one house at the disposal of those renewed religious who want to renew in Christ themselves as well as the Order. 

Then the leaven of the reform will penetrate not only the Church but also the state. Christians will become really the salt and the leaven in the state, even at the cost of great sacrifices and martyrdom. Even here the function of the prophetical service is necessary for the maintenance of the Spirit of God in the fight with the powers of darkness. The Spirit of God will by means of this service reveal the intrigues of the spiritual enemy and of his servants and point to the substance. That is why priests and religious are especially in the present time entrusted with the responsibility to zealously endeavour in accordance with the Scripture after the prophetical spirit and to perform the prophetical service in the Church (see 1Cor 14:1-3).
This vision is real for people who seriously want to save their souls, who seek the salvation of the souls entrusted to them and who really love their nation and want not only its material but above all its spiritual good.

In this way the authority will return even into the state and the spiritual resurrection of the nation will come. We pray above all for Ukraine, that God may pour His grace on this nation and that they not reject the grace which God offers them through the Holy Virgin. 

This return to the model of the early Church is based on conversion, on receiving the Holy Spirit as well as on receiving the Most Holy Virgin as one’s Mother but also on adopting the way of the following of Christ and on receiving God’s Word as God’s Word, that means on its incorporation into one’s personal life as well as into the life of one’s family. This is the true walking in the Holy Spirit. Through this reform the husband will again be head of the wife and of the family and thus both the family and the Church will at last see their recovery. This structure of the renewal of the Church is vital and will bring spiritual resurrection!
Lord, through the intercession of Your Mother, give the grace for the spiritual resurrection of Your crucified body – the Church.

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM 

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 29th August 2007
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