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Dear representatives of the Charismatic Renewal,

we are aware of Your good will in the efforts at the renewal of the Charismatic Renewal. In this letter, however, we would like to draw attention to one crucial point which is needed to it and it is repentance.

New Age penetrates to all spheres of human life. There are psychological pressures put on man aiming to destroy in him normal thinking. Christians do not have any hinterland, if they come to church, there are priests who went through a faithless system of formation (HCT) and have nothing they could give the believers, on the contrary, they frequently even confuse them and keep them in darkness. In their homes these Christians watch TV and they are thus doped with the spirit of the world again. If they go out into the streets – slot-machines, drugs, alcohol, pornography… People have noone with whom they could communicate and speak about God and about their salvation; there is noone to support them in their life problems. They seek help of diviners and the consequence is a total decay.
In the midst of this great hardship and spiritual crisis which Christianity is going through, there is hope of a revival, and that is in the first place the Charismatic Renewal (ChRe). It should penetrate every Christian, every community, every religious institute, the whole Church. Without the Holy Spirit there is no Christianity, without the Holy Spirit there is no Church. Only the Holy Spirit can renew the Church and ChRe is to prepare the way for Him by repentance. Statistics state that about 130 million Christians have experienced the baptism with the Holy Spirit. The ChRe movement is fully biblical and it penetrates all Christian denominations. It is rooted in the deepest foundations of the Church, in its very origin; without the working of the Holy Spirit the Church would not exist. Its basis is a direct part of the Holy Scripture. 12th and 14th chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians speaks about the gifts of the Holy Spirit, likewise the whole Acts of the Apostles speak about the working of the Holy Spirit who is the life of the Church. So ChRe is no invention or human product. All religious institutes and movements in the Church are, in a sense, actual for a particular period. They took something from the Gospel, something from the Tradition; however, ChRe is absolutely biblical and apostolic. ChRe is not some separate movement in the Church, its mission is to be the leaven which will leaven the whole Church through the spirit of life, whereby the movement as such disappears.
The substance of ChRe is not emotional demonstrations but the relation to living Jesus and the truth that only in Him man can be saved. ChRe gives space for the Holy Spirit so that He can make Christians into martyres – witnesses and martyrs. To live and die for Jesus’ sake is the essential programme of Christianity – this is how it should be. The pattern for all Christians is set by the Apostles and by the early community in Jerusalem. These all with the Mother of Jesus received the Holy Spirit in fullness and then also bore His fruit. 

However, to bear fruit, one needs not only the Spirit but one also needs the structure, the conditions to get ripe in which the Spirit of God could work and build the Church. It is true that ChRe is artificially prevented from development, it is maintained in the stage of weakness without solid food so as not to be able to bear fruit.
The official liberal structures and the majority of the hierarchy of the present-day Church do not give space for the Holy Spirit. Young people who get converted through the living communities of ChRe, come out from the world and join monasteries or seminaries are thus included in systems which destroy the true life in Christ. Through historic-critical theology (HCT), through emphasizing of modern philosophies and through so-called respect for pagan religions they are opened here to the spirit of the New Age. These converted people are cut off from a sound formation; that is why they make mistakes and this is a pretext for the liberals again that they can say: “Look, there are but problems with such people!” The fact that they themselves are spiritually dead, while these converted people have life, even though connected with problems, is a substantial fact which, however, cannot be pointed out. The policy of all enemies inside the Church is then such: Apples are green and sour – let us fell the trees! The fact that they simply have not become ripe and that they need time and conditions is not taken into account and that intentionally.
Some priests of ChRe who perceived great resistance on the part of official Church structures to this movement began in their good effort to make certain “reasonable compromises” so that ChRe could be taken seriously. Unfortunately, without even realizing it, many of these authorities in ChRe thus later became a hindrance to God’s working. For they have already lost the sense of foolishness of God’s wisdom and Christ’s cross. These authorities no longer have the courage to look into the eyes of the crucified Truth, for they do not want to have problems. In some measure they are tolerated by the official structure or even reckoned with. However, many of them, due to their settled ways and unwillingness to repent, have become a hindrance. They do not permit God to bring through ChRe a spiritual resurrection to His mystical body – the Church. There is purposely such atmosphere created as to make all occupy themselves only with immaterial problems which cost this pseudoauthority nothing, and material problems of ChRe are kept in silence so as to make no problems. It is as if someone was bleeding from an artery and those who should treat him would pay no attention to it and instead of it they would say something truthful – e.g. that his hands are dirty and need to be washed.

A society-wide problem today is an explosion of occultism and a mission of neopaganism connected with it and at he same time an apostasy from Christianity. We have found ourselves in the desert of the world and we necessarily need right orientation, what is God’s way to salvation and what is a false way to perdition. The official Church is silent, and is even doing quite the opposite – by unclear gestures and unclear formulations as if it approved this process of dechristianization and apostasy to neopaganism. Instead of opening itself to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of repentance, the Church has opened itself to the spirit of the New Age – the spirit of the world. The source of a false life is the historic-critical method in theology, intentional emphasizing of the respect for foreign religions and accommodation to the current world. Unfortunately, a true critical view is not taken seriously. The greatest tragedy is that the ship is sinking and the passengers as well as the management of the ship do not know it and even do not want to know it. One needs to realize that co-responsibility for the critical state of the Church falls upon the whole ChRe, too. Who was given more, the one has greater responsibility (cf. Mt 13:12; Lk 12:48). 
Why has the stagnation of ChRe come up to this stage? Noone has pointed at the danger which is in us and that is the old-self!!! Even if the individual is genuinely converted, unless he fights against the old self in him, it will happen that even the best spiritual gifts will be abused by human pride and subsequently all will end in a slough! The enemy is just laughing at the hypocritical phrases about supposed freedom of God’s children. That is why there is such a great need of mature people who have gone through the stage of the desert, so that they may properly discern in the Holy Spirit, and not in the spirit of the world, and point at the abuse of the letter of the Scripture to the detriment of the Church! If there are no such people, then various false authorities in ChRe push through covert heresies and even occultism into the Church. For example, P. Madre from the Community of the Beatitudes in spite of numerous warnings continues propagating occult acupuncture and homoeopathy. This form of occultism is by the influence of false authority used in the treatment of drug addicts in Medugorje. This, however, blocks a blessing and draws down a curse.

ChRe no longer truly points at sin and no longer emphasizes interior prayer which leads to the true imitation of Christ. Instead of it there has been a substitute given for the Spirit of God in modern psychologies (e.g. writings by Anselm Grün). Before God’s Judgement many will then say to Christ: “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name?” And Jesus will have to tell them the hard truth: “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practise lawlessness.” (Mt 7:22-23) Many of these today hold significant posts in the official Church structures where nowadays already works the spirit of the world. Even this fact is frequently a sign of their internal apostasy which they, however, call spiritual wisdom and matureness. Common people then take over their antibiblical view of the way of truth which denies the necessity of following Christ up to death. This only and true way is then in scorn and the Spirit that works the awakening is thus blocked. Nowadays the Charismatic Renewal which rejects the spirit of repentance is more harmful for the Church than the syncretistic Focolare movement.
Saint Paul emphasized: “…the Gospel we have preached to you…” (Gal 1:8-9) He says “we” because he is aware that he brings the Spirit of Jesus and stands on the solid foundation of Jesus’ Gospel. Who brings the Spirit of Jesus and is a true Jesus’ witness, the one was and is persecuted.

ChRe is said to have more than 400 bishops. For what purpose do they use their posts? True life connected with persecution is being avoided. But how then can ChRe be a pattern of truth and life? How shall the newly converted orientate themselves properly? They are not led to be rooted in Christ, they just have some living experience, and thereafter adapt themselves to the world again. 

For example, ChRe in Ukraine not only does not say a clear word on rock music, but, what is a paradox, it even uses it for its mission. It does not say a clear word on occultism either, in order not to have problems, and, moreover, not unfrequently it emphasizes unbiblical prosperity to which “the word of the cross is folly” (1Cor 1:18). What hope of a spiritual resurrection in Ukraine can such Charismatic Renewal give? A similar situation is in the Czech Republic and elsewhere. Many authorities in ChRe, mostly priests, have gone through an experience, they have learnt to talk spiritually; however, they have not given God further space. They are indeed the so-called living cell in the Church, but they lack the most important thing – the spirit of true repentance!!! They do not go to the substance because it would demand tearing off the armour of the old man (cf. Col 3:9) who always justifies as right that which suits him. That which he should forsake for Christ’s sake he does not want to forsake, and what is more, he justifies this unwillingness as spiritual and virtuous. 
The true pattern of charismatics is set for us by the Apostles, especially by St. Paul! They were not only charismatics but also witnesses, martyrs. Therefore the most topical matter must be the renewal of the Charismatic Renewal by way of true repentance! Then ChRe will be the bearer of spiritual resurrection! 

The spirit of repentance is the spirit that prepares the way for the Lord in ChRe and turns the hearts of sons to their fathers according to Mal 3:23-24. Our fathers are the Apostles and the Fathers of the Church who brought the prophetical spirit into the Church in the power of Elijah (cf. Lk 1:17).

In this year 2007 we commemorate 40 years since the birth of the first organized charismatic communities in the Catholic Church. In the present time there are already several million Catholics that have received the Holy Spirit in fullness. After their exodus from Egypt God’s people wandered in desert for 40 years. Unfortunately, due to their unbelief and idolatry the whole generation had to die and could not enter the Promised Land. However, even those who entered as well as their offspring constantly turned away from God’s ways and created their own spirituality through syncretism and globalization with other religions. All the prophets fought against this spiritual fornication, but sadly, people continued fornicating with the spirit of paganism. For this sin there came punishments, wars and finally an exile to the new slavery of Babylon. Nowadays, the human element caused the Church to get uncritically opened to this neopagan spirit and this resulted in spiritual blindness and internal decay. The only way out of the spiritual slavery is the way of true repentance as it was represented by the prophets, apostles and martyrs in the past.
After 40-year existence of ChRe in the Catholic Church one must see in truth the negative fruit as well. Many times one began with the Spirit and is ending with liberalism and pharisaism. This is a big pain. However, one thing it is that the devil and his servants are afraid of, namely of maturity and holiness in the Church, and this is the aim, that our inner man be strengthened in us through God’s Spirit and that “Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith” (Eph 3:16-17). When the Apostle speaks about gifts and ministries (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers), he writes: “To equip the saints (the elect) for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to… the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood … so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles.” (Eph 4:11-14)
If we repent in truth, God’s Spirit will come and bring life, as e.g. in the time of St. Basil. Even at that time it was necessary to defend the life in the Church so as not to let it be quenched by the spirit of the heresy of Arianism (today HCT), by the spirit of the world and by the craftiness of the old self.

Practical steps to the revival

1) In every nation ChRe should choose such two mature priests who will lead ChRe to a true renewal – to repentance by their own example, so that the renewal may become the leaven for the awakening of the whole Church. These two priests should be consecrated bishops without diocese.
2) A reform of religious institutes: those who experienced the baptism with the Holy Spirit and who want to live truly the charisma of their founder, should be given a separate house in every religious institute. This should be the place where a true renewal of this or that particular institute would begin.
3) The one who has been converted and received the baptism with the Holy Spirit needs a healthy community with the apostles’ teaching – the food of God’s Word, the spirit of prayer and true repentance. 

Conclusion
This critical view of ChRe, or rather of its human element – the old self which paralyzes this movement – points out the need of all who hold some authority in this movement to repent in truth and know that if Jesus Christ is to live in us, there is a single condition – the old self must be crucified; then the spiritual resurrection of the individual, the Church and the nation may come.
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